
 

Response to Questions on the FY 2017 Budget 
 
 
Request By: Supervisor McKay 
 
Question: Given the slowdown in enrollment growth, what are the assumptions for FY 2018 and 

beyond for enrollment growth/demographic changes? 
 
Response:   The following response was prepared by Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS): 

 
The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) five-year student enrollment projections show 
an overall contracted growth in the future forecast. This is a change from the higher 
growth levels experienced in Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) in recent years. The 
projection includes indicators that elementary aged student enrollment will decrease in 
the future, while middle school and high school will experience moderated growth. This 
is due to the fact that larger cohorts of elementary students will progress in the system 
during the upcoming five-year period. 
 
Since SY 2009-10, student enrollment in FCPS has grown on average by approximately 
2,400 students each year for a total enrollment growth of more than 13,700 students. In 
FY 2016, FCPS experienced contracted growth due to a decrease in the birth to 
kindergarten yield ratio, which compares the number of kindergarten students enrolled to 
the number of births in Fairfax County five years ago. It was also caused by a rapidly 
declining in-migration of new students. 
 

 
Source:  FY 2017-2021 Capital Improvement Program as presented on January 11, 2016 All-Day WS Nos. 55-58 
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