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Annually prepare and revise a CIP based on the Comp 
Plan for a period not to exceed the ensuing 5-years. 

Include Planning Commission recommendations, 
estimates of cost of the facilities, life cycle costs, and 
the means of financing. 

Consult with the chief administrative officer or other 
executive head of the government, heads of 
departments and interested citizens and organizations –
hold public hearings as necessary. 
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Purpose of the Plan, for Public Facilities, is to provide 
guidance on the following:

The appropriate general location of new facilities; 

The appropriate specific locational criteria, such as site 
size, access, and screening for different facility types; 

Service level standards to help determine the location of 
new facilities; 

Methods for determining the specific need and appropriate 
timing of facilities; 

The acceptable character and extent of facilities and 
measures for attaining them. 
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Program the establishment of facilities through the 
County's CIP; projects so programmed should be

1) Identified in the plan text or on the Plan map 
in accordance with adopted service levels; or

1) Particularly urgent to meet public health or 
safety needs or required service levels; or 

1) Supported by a needs analysis reviewed by 
both DPZ and DMB and supported by the 
County Executive's recommendation. 
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Policy Plan Public Facilities
• Education [Higher Education & Public Schools]
• Libraries
• Public Safety [Police, Fire & Rescue, Sheriff, Courts, 

Animal Control]
• Utilities and Services [Water Supply, Sanitary Sewer, 

Solid Waste, Stormwater, Co. Maintenance Facilities, 
Gas, Electric, Telephone & Communications]

Additional Policy Plan Elements
• Parks, Transportation, Housing, Human Services, and 

Visual & Performing Arts 
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Public Schools
• Student population projections
• Acreage and size
• Proximity to other public facilities
• Walking distance
Libraries

• State: 0.6 SF per resident
• Fairfax: 0.5 SF per resident
• Policy: 0.4 SF per resident
• Location: service area, pop., distance
• Site size (3-7 acres)
• Circulation & visitor counts
Police

• Geographical center of service area
• Response time for medevac flights
• 35 SF per officer per shift
• Population in service area
• Site size (2 –5 acres)

Fire and Rescue
• 7-min. response time (5-min. travel 

and 2-min. prep) for 95% of 
population

• Population
• Size of service area
• Number of calls
• Station and site size minimums
Water Supply

• 110 Gallons per person per day
• Standards for fire protection flows by 

lu type (gallons per minute)
Sanitary Sewer

• Standards by type of development 
(gallons per person/residence /etc.)

Maintenance Facilities
• Location – center of service area
• Design and service area standards
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Utilizing other agency planning tools and 
“situational” measurements that might 
influence the CIP
Consistently reviewing and updating 
standards and measurements
Capturing changing demographics within a 
5-year planning horizon
Identifying appropriate partnerships and/or 
the creative provision of services
Prioritizing per fiscal constraints and 
opportunities
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1. Develop revised/refined County demographic estimates. Factor in 
demographic trends and changing development patterns from the 
planning and zoning in mixed-use development centers (Tysons, 
Merrifield and Richmond Hwy.)

2. Review and update the public facility standards in the Comp Plan.  
Where possible, factor in the shift from suburban to urban 
development patterns and the opportunity to provided public services 
differently and more efficiently.

3. Develop a revised/refined list of future capital facility needs that 
considers trends and County objectives (e.g., Healthy Communities). 
Include the timeframe a facility is needed and the principal “drivers” 
generating the need.

4. Develop a process to review future capital needs and identify options 
and creative opportunities for co-location and provision through 
public-private partnerships.
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