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Response	to	Questions	from	the	JBDC	
 
Request by: Dan Storck 
 
Question:   What is the cost per student for transportation and how does it compare 

regionally? 
 
 
Response: In order to provide regional comparisons, the chart below provides the most 

recent data available from the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE).  The 
data is from the VDOE School Year 2012-2013 Pupil Transportation Report.  The 
VDOE operational costs per pupil and per mile are based on operational 
expenditures, which exclude public and private carrier, as well as capital cost.   

 
Based on VDOE’s reporting methodology for SY 2012-2013, FCPS' operational 
cost per student transported was $972, which was less than Arlington, Alexandria 
City, and Loudoun. On a cost per mile basis, FCPS was in the middle at $7.54 per 
mile.  
 

 
 
 

Division Name ARLINGTON   ALEXANDRIA CITY  FAIRFAX CO  LOUDOUN CO  PRINCE WILLIAM  

Total Public Transport Cost 15,252,609$   9,745,284$               133,680,351$   58,914,091$      53,548,524$         
Operational Cost 13,753,648$   8,327,569$               128,235,780$   51,116,203$      46,097,423$         
Total Pupils Daily 7,453                5,635                         131,943             49,124                58,250                   
Operational Cost/Pupil 1,845$              1,478$                       972$                   1,041$                791$                       
Total Yearly Mileage 1,475,891        894,308                     17,006,704       8,848,920           10,380,856           
Operational Cost/Mile 9.32$                9.31$                         7.54$                  5.78$                   4.44$                      

Public Carrier Cost  30,257$           1,414,058$               ‐$                        ‐$                         ‐$                            
Private Carrier Cost ‐$                       ‐$                                2,152,089$       ‐$                         ‐$                            
Capital Capital Outlay 1,468,704$      3,657$                       3,292,482$       7,797,888$        7,451,102$           

Operational Cost 
(Excluding Public & 
Private Carrier)

SY 2012 ‐ 2013 Transportation Costs


