
How to install a fall cankerworm sticky band 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall cankerworm sticky banding supplies:  

A tub of Tanglefoot, a roll of tar paper, duct 

tape, scissors and nitrile or latex gloves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Step 1: 

A. Roll the tar paper once around the tree 

approximately 3-4 feet up from the ground. 

This will be the base of the sticky band. 

 



 

 

 

 

Step 2:  

Cut the tar paper to the proper length so that 

it fits snugly around the tree trunk without 

leaving a gap between the ends. Having 

another person to help makes installation 

much easier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: 

One person holds the tar paper tight against 

the trunk while another begins to wrap the 

duct tape around base of the tar paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Step 4: 

Repeat the process and wrap the tape around 

the top of the tar paper.  Any gaps in the tape 

can allow cankerworms to crawl underneath. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Step 5: 

Scoop out a moderate amount of Tanglefoot 

with a putty knife.  Make sure to wear gloves 

and clothes that you don’t mind getting 

stained.  This is the messy part! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Step 6: 

Spread the Tanglefoot in a thin layer all 

around the exposed tar paper.  Be careful not 

to apply it to the trunk of the tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



  

 

 

 

 

Step 7: 

This is a completed fall cankerworm sticky 

band. 




