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COLLECTION OF CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

The purpose of this Advisory is to summarize the requirements of the County Code regarding the 

collection and recycling of Christmas trees. 

 

Background 

 

The County’s Recycling Program Requirements allow certain townhouse communities to be 

relieved from the Code requirement for separate yard waste collection.  Waste collection 

companies may have misinterpreted this “yard waste exemption” to include Christmas trees.   

 

Statement of Policy 

 

This Advisory reaffirms the requirements of Chapter 109.1 regarding Christmas tree collection: 

 

 Christmas tree collection is part of the minimum level of service to be provided by a 

permitted collection company to its residential customers. 

 

 As part of the minimum service level, it must be provided as part of the base service fee. 

 

 Christmas trees up to 8 feet in length must be collected and recycled. 

 

 Collection must be curbside, in the same manner as other recyclables. 

 

 Christmas trees must be collected during the first two weeks of January each year. 

 

Again, Christmas trees are recyclable and therefore cannot be mixed with refuse.   

 

If there are questions about this Advisory, please contact Charles Forbes at 703-324-5230. 
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