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Guidance on Collection of Residential Recyclables and Yard 

Waste Set Out on Non-Collection Days 
 

 

 

The purpose of this Solid Waste Advisory is to provide guidance to solid waste collectors on what to do 

when residential customers have set out their recyclables, including yard waste, on days not designated 

for collection of those materials.  Simply put, source-separated recyclables (yard waste, cardboard, other 

materials) should never be picked up as trash. 

 

While a strict interpretation of Chapter 109.1 might be that all solid waste and recyclables should be set 

out only on the day they are scheduled for collectionat the risk of being collected as refuse when set out 

on days before or afterthe County holds that, where these materials are otherwise properly set out (e.g., 

segregated from the refuse), solid waste collectors should refrain from collecting them as refuse and 

should leave them behind to be collected on the next scheduled recyclables or yard waste collection day. 

 

The County will hold this position to ensure that these recyclable materials are collected as was intended 

by the residents and will support collectors if complaints are received when the collectors act as directed 

by this Solid Waste Advisory.  

 

If there are questions concerning this Advisory, please contact Charlie Forbes at 703-324-5230. 
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