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4 Watershed Conditions: 1999 - 2005  
 
The following series of maps summarizes biological monitoring data results based on 
the benthic macroinvertebrate data collected from the original 1999 baseline study 
through 2005.  Countywide, more than 230 sites have been monitored over this time 
period, including the 114 original baseline study sites.  The 44 volunteer monitoring 
sites sampled in 2005 also are included on these maps.  Combining this data on a 
single map provides a picture of the range of conditions within and across watersheds.  
It also allows one to view stream conditions in their own backyard, community or 
favorite stream valley park.  
 
The Watershed Condition Map Series is organized as follows: 

• Index map of the 30 county watersheds  
• County map of staff and volunteer monitored sites 
• Nichol Run and Pond Branch Watersheds 
• Difficult Run Watershed 
• Bull Neck, Scotts, Dead, Turkey and Pimmit Run Watersheds 
• Cameron and Four Mile Run Watersheds 
• Dogue Creek, Little Hunting Creek, and Belle Haven Watersheds 
• Accotink Creek Watershed 
• Pohick Creek Watersheds 
• Mill Branch, Kane Creek, and High Point Watersheds 
• Old Mill Branch, Wolf Run, Ryans Dam, Sandy Run and Occoquan Watersheds 
• Popes Head Creek Watershed 
• Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Watersheds 
• Cub Run and Bull Run Watersheds 

 
Fairfax County’s program for assessing stream conditions over multiple years is similar 
to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality’s (VDEQ) method for determining 
which streams are poor quality, referred to as impaired, and not suitable for their 
primary uses including swimming or fishing.  DEQ publishes a water quality report every 
two years that summarizes monitoring data and lists which streams and lakes are 
impaired.  Monitoring data from a five year period is generally used for these 
assessments.  For example, VDEQ’s 2006 water quality report uses data from 2001 
through 2005.  Additional information on VDEQ’s monitoring program and results for 
Fairfax County is presented in Section 5. 
 
Next year’s annual report on Fairfax County streams will include summaries of 
watershed conditions based on the most recent three years of data (2004 - 2006).  
Approximately 120 sites will have been sampled during this period, providing a good 
basis for assessing individual watershed conditions, as well as comparing them to the 
original 114 baseline study sites sampled in 1999.  This will help in assessing long term 
trends in water quality, evaluating stormwater management conditions and targeting 
watershed plan implementations. 
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Figure 10:  The 30 watersheds in Fairfax County 



 

2006 Annual Report on Fairfax County’s Streams 
Stormwater Planning Division, DPWES 

27 

 

Figure 11:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites countywide 
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Figure 12:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Nichol Run and Pond Branch Watersheds 
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Figure 13:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Difficult Run Watershed 
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Figure 14:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Bull Neck, Scotts, Dead, Turkey and Pimmit Run Watersheds 
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Figure 15:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Cameron and Four Mile Run Watersheds 
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Figure 16:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Dogue, Little Hunting Creek and Belle Haven Watersheds 
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Figure 17:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites: Accotink Creek Watershed
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Figure 18:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Pohick Creek Watershed 
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Figure 19:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Mill Branch, Kane Creek and High Point Watersheds 
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Figure 20:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Old Mill, Wolf Run, Ryan’s Dam, Sandy Run and Occoquan Watersheds 
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Figure 21:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Popes Head Creek Watershed 
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Figure 22:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Watersheds 
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Figure 23:  County and volunteer stream monitoring sites:  Bull Run and Cub Run Watersheds 
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