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Chapter 12:  Environmental Crimes 

Section 12.5: Fairfax County MS4 Permit requirements for FHMIS in documenting, reporting, and training in regards 

to illicit discharges and/or environmental crimes impacting the Fairfax County MS4. 

Fairfax County is issued a MS4 (municipal separate storm sewer system) Permit through the Virginia Department of 

Environmental Quality (VA DEQ) as mandated by the US EPA. The MS4 includes all storm drain infrastructure that 

flows to a County owned or operated pipe outfall. All County agencies have some part or responsibility in this permit 

process and requirements.  The permit requires that any illicit discharges be mitigated, documented, reported, and 

prevented from reoccurring in the future if possible.  Illicit discharges include any discharge not composed entirely of 

stormwater unless explicitly authorized in Part I.A.1 of the MS4 Permit. The Fire and Rescue department plays the 

primary role for responding and mitigating such illicit discharges (which can take the form of a spill or an intentional 

release) affecting the County MS4 along with documentation of these incidents.  The FHMIS section is the lead 

agency in charge of documenting these incidents and making sure a report is filed for each incident.  FHMIS works 

with DPWES Storm Water Planning to share this information and provide all required documentation to Storm Water 

Planning as required by the MS4 Permit. 

Any illicit discharge that is not enforced by the Fire Marshal’s Office under the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention 

Code or other authority shall be referred to both VA DEQ and Fairfax County Storm Water Planning for their 

enforcement and follow up. Storm Water Planning enforces Chapter 124, Article 9 “Illicit Discharges to the Storm 

Sewer System and State Waters" of the Fairfax County Code. 

Fire Department Operations shall report all illicit discharges affecting the County’s MS4 Permit to FHMIS for 

documentation purposes if FHMIS Investigators were not part of the incident response.  These can include 

notification only events. 

FHMIS documentation requirements for MS4 impacted events shall include the following: 

 Date and time of incident
 
 Location of release
 
 What was spilled
 
 What was the source of the release
 
 What enforcement actions took place if any
 
 Was the spill cleaned up and any required follow up activities
 
 How was the MS4 impacted (i.e., did the illicit discharge enter the MS4)
 
 What preventative measures were addressed to prevent future releases
 
 Was VA DEQ notified of this event directly
 

Although the MS4 Permit applies only to illicit discharges to the MS4, Chapter 124, Article 9 addresses discharges to 

both the MS4 and state waters.  As such, FHMIS will advise VA DEQ and Fairfax County Storm Water Planning of 

any event even if it only affects state waters and does not involve a discharge through the MS4. All notifications 

should be documented in the HEATs reporting system. 

This information will be shared annually to cover the period from July 1 through June 30 and will be provided to 

DPWES Storm Water Planning no later than August 15 unless otherwise requested by Storm Water Planning. 

The FHMIS will provide annual MS4 training to Fire Prevention Division Inspectors and the Hazardous Materials 

Response Team. This training will include addressing spill prevention recommendations.  This training shall be 

documented as part of the 1031 Fire Inspector training or through Target Solutions for the HMRT training. FHMIS will 

assist the HMRT in developing an MS4 training component for the Annual Hazmat First Responder Refresher 

Training requirements for all Fire Department Operational Personnel. This training will be documented through 

Target Solutions. 

FHMIS will assist other County agencies in addressing and developing MS4 training requirements for their specific 

agency and employees as required by the MS4 Permit with input from Storm Water Planning. Each agency will 

document this training to include spill prevention practices for their staff.  

All training documentation will be provided to Storm Water Planning no later than August 15 of each year and 

covering the preceding period of July 1 through June 30. 




