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TROUBLED WATERS 

Forty percent of America’s

rivers are too polluted for

fishing, swimming or

aquatic life.

T
oday’s customer appreciates businesses with sustainable

and environmentally-friendly practices. Keeping your

business and surrounding property clean is important

when appealing to these customers and can also help 

prevent pollution. Good housekeeping practices and on-site

pollution control are some of the most effective ways to 

prevent water pollution. Prevention practices can be simple

and inexpensive and save your business valuable time 

and money.

Water pollution comes from many sources. When it rains,

pollutants such as litter, oil, grit, chemicals and bacteria are

washed off hard surfaces and carried by runoff to storm

drains, which lead directly to local streams, the Potomac

River and ultimately to the Chesapeake Bay. Once these 

pollutants are in the water, they can have harmful environ-

mental and health impacts, including contaminating 

drinking water sources and impacting water quality for 

fish and other aquatic life. Water pollution can also occur 

as a result of everyday cleaning and maintenance activities;

wastewater runoff from cleaning dumpsters and equipment,

pressure washing, landscaping activities or direct dumping

into gutters or storm drains. In addition to being harmful 

to the environment, it is illegal to dump or pour anything

besides clean water into the gutter, down a storm drain

or into a stream. 

Fairfax County operates a public storm drainage system

called a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) to

collect stormwater that runs off the land and transport 

it to waterways. Fairfax County’s MS4 permit requires the

county to prevent the discharge of pollutants (often called

“non-point source” pollutants) such as motor oil, fertilizer,

pet waste and trash from the county’s stormwater drainage

system into streams. In addition, it requires storm event

monitoring and assessment of the effectiveness of 

stormwater controls being used in the county. Fairfax

County's MS4 permit is mandated by the Clean Water Act

and by Environmental Protection Agency stormwater 

regulations. The permit does not cover storm drainage 

systems owned or operated by the Towns of Clifton, Vienna,
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Polluted stormwater

runoff is the number one

cause of water pollution

in the country.

DO YOU KNOW? 

Fairfax County monitors

stormwater runoff

throughout the county 

for pollutants.
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and Herndon; the Cities of Fairfax and Falls Church; Fort

Belvoir; Dulles International Airport and the Virginia 

Department of Transportation. 

Fairfax County has implemented an industrial and high risk

runoff inspection program in order to comply with the 

requirements of its MS4 permit. The goal of the program 

is to identify and control pollutants in stormwater discharges

from industrial and commercial facilities that are most at risk

of discharging a significant amount of pollutants to the

county’s MS4. The county conducts inspections of such 

facilities and works with businesses to prevent stormwater 

pollution.  

Fairfax County has information on some simple steps your
Stormy the Raindrop says 

business can take to prevent pollution that occurs from daily
“Always remember: Only 

operation or maintenance activities. Implementing these 
rain should go down the

practices can help protect the environment and local water 
storm drain!”

resources, while helping to improve the public image of 

your business.




