
Fairfax County Stormwater Management 
12000 Government Center Parkway • Suite 449 • Fairfax, VA 22035 
Phone: 703-324-5500, TTY 711 
Fax: 703-802-5955 
 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/stormwater 

There are two sections in the     
Fairfax County Code that deal with 
storm drains and streams:  

Section 105-1-1 Pollution of State 
Waters 

Section 106-1-1 Storm Drainage 
Facilities 

These codes make it unlawful for 
any person to discharge, deposit or 
allow to be discharged anything into 
the storm drains or streams other 
than rain water.  This includes 
chemicals, leaves, dirt and trash.  

“Please Don’t Pollute” 
 
The storm drain system in Fairfax County is     
separate from the sanitary sewer system. Anything 
that goes into a storm drain goes directly to a 
stream without treatment. 
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Fairfax County is committed to nondiscrimination   

on the basis of  disability in all county programs, 

services and activities. Reasonable accommodations 

will be provided upon request. For information call 

Stormwater Management, Department of Public 

Works and Environmental Services, at                    

703-324-5500, TTY 711.  

“Only Rain Down the 
Storm Drain” 
Fairfax County Stormwater Management 

 COUNTY CODE 

PROPER  
DISCHARGE 
OF SWIMMING 
POOL WATER 



Every spring and fall, large volumes of swimming 

pool water are dumped directly into the storm 

drains and streams and of Fairfax County.  Pool 

water can have a negative effect on the overall 

environmental health of streams.  Aquatic plants 

and animals may die and stream banks may 

erode from the additional large volumes of water. 

When water is left standing undisturbed in a pool 

for long periods it discolors from sediment  wash-

ing into the pool or from leaves decomposing in 

the water; but the real threat to fish and other 

aquatic life is lack of dissolved oxygen in the 

stagnant pool.  Chlorine and other chemicals are 

used to keep pools clean, however aquatic 

plants and animals cannot live in chlorinated wa-

ter. The lack of dissolved oxygen and high chlo-

rine levels are two main causes of aquatic life 

kills in our streams and lakes. 

WANT TO MAKE A  
D IFFERENCE?  

7  THINGS/    7  DAYS/   
pH 7  

There are seven actions that should be taken by 
swimming pool companies, community pool opera-
tors and individual homeowners prior to discharging 
water from a swimming pool into a stream or into a 
storm drain: 
 
1. De-chlorinate the water by allowing it to stand 

untreated for at least 7 days. 
2. Ensure that the pH of the pool water is close to 

the pH of the receiving stream (usually close to 
pH 7, but should be tested first). 

3. Remove excess sediment and leaves from the 
water. 

4. Make sure you know where the discharged 
water will flow so that it does not flood your 
basement or affect your neighbors property. 

5. Discharge the water so that it does not enter a 
storm drain or a stream directly.  

6. Discharge the water over a grassy area to slow 
it down and aerate it. 

7. Discharge the water at a slow rate (over 24 
hours is best) so it does not erode downstream 
of the pool. 

SWIMMING POOL  
DISCHARGE 

Aquatic life kill in a Fairfax County stream. Courtesy of 

Friends of Accotink Creek  

Volunteers at a stream cleanup event 

Fairfax county residents are encouraged to become 

involved in environmental issues.   More information 

is available through these groups: 

Fairfax County Stormwater Management 

        www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/stormwater 

Clean Fairfax Council 

                        www.cleanfairfax.org 

Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
District 

                 www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd 

                  Livable Neighborhood Program  
     www.empowermentinstitute.net/files/LNP.html 

                    Alice Ferguson Foundation 

                     www.potomaccleanup.org 
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