
 

 

TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

March 13, 2014 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT          Rick Ayers, Providence District 

Jeanne Kadet, Braddock District 

Butch Loughry, Fairfax County Park Authority 

    Chet McLaren, At-Large 

Robert Vickers, Chair, Dranesville District 

Jerry Peters, NV Soil & Water Conservation District 

Dragan Momcilovic, Hunter Mill District 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeff Allcroft, Environmental Quality Advisory Council 

    Dean Dastvar Springfield District 

Bill Schoonmaker, Sully District 

Jim McGlone, Vice Chair, VA Dept. of Forestry 

Mekell Mikell, Lee District 

Scott Pearson, Mason District 

Eleanor Quigley, Mt. Vernon District 

 

VACANT POSITIONS:  Virginia Cooperative Extension, Fairfax County 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Jay Banks, Urban Forester II, UFMD 

     

Call to Order 

Chairman Vickers called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

Introduction of Tree Commission Members and Staff 

Since there are many new faces at the meeting tonight, Chairman Vickers requested that 

everyone introduce themselves. A special welcome was extended to new VCE Tree 

Commissioner; Sheila Allen. 

 

Review/Approval of the February Minutes: 

The February minutes were approved as amended.   

 

2014 Fairfax Springfest Update  

Springfest will be held on Saturday, April 26 at Lorton Workhouse between 10am-4pm. It is a 

combination of Earth and Arbor Days. Last year over 3,000 people attended the event.  The Tree 

Commission has secured a table for this event. Commissioner Kadet has asked each 

commissioner who will attend the festival to sign up for a time slot to work at their information 

table.  At the April Tree Commission meeting display content and time slots for Tree 

Commissioners to work at Springfest will be firmed up.   

 

Chairman Vickers discussed possible topics the commission could cover at their table during 

Springfest; Virginia’s Big Tree program, Fairfax County’s Tree Action Plan, Tree Preservation 

and Planting Awards, and Friends of Trees Awards. 

 

Great Falls Grange Park Oak Grove 
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Chairman Vickers announced that he will be conducting a tree walk of the oak grove and other 

significant trees at the Great Falls Grange County Park on May 4th, 2014 as part of the 

celebration of the 100th anniversary of the historic Great Falls Grange.  All Tree Commission 

members are welcome to attend.  Time still to be determined. 

 

Friends of Trees Award Update 

Chairman Vickers submitted a Friends of Trees nomination to staff and encouraged each 

commissioner to look for nominations in their respective districts. 

 

Tree Cookie Presentation 
Chairman Vickers and Commissioner Peters informed the commission that 5 tree cookies from 

the national champion Virginia pine will be distributed to the following recipients:  Board of 

Supervisors Chair Sharon Bulova and Urban Forest Management Division at a Board of 

Supervisors meeting in May or June (date to be determined) and to the Reston Association, 

Hunter Mill Supervisor Catherine Hudgins, and the Fairfax County Park Authority at a Reston 

Association meeting on May 29. 

 

Tree Preservation Awards Process Update 

Forester Whitehead presented proposed changes to the Tree Conservation Awards program to 

NV Building Industry Association (NVBIA) this morning. The meeting ran long and was 

extended further for his presentation, so time was short and the presentation rushed. 

 

He is drafting an email to the NVBIA Chairman, Helman Castro, and encouraging him to 

distribute among members. He will include a link to the website where he will post his 

PowerPoint presentation and a brief explanation of program changes and objectives, plus contact 

information for feedback. 

 

Chair Report 

Chairman Vickers had no further updates.  

 

Commissioner Reports 
Commissioner Loughry shared with the commission that Charles Smith, formally with the 

Fairfax County Park Authority, has moved over to Stormwater Planning. 

 

Commissioner Kadet provided information about the Lorton Landfill issue and suggested they 

contact her or Commissioner Quigley if they wanted more information. 

 

Commissioner Peters reported that he and others on the commission have started to look over 

and revise the Tree Action Plan and they are waiting for the new UFMD Director to start before 

going any further.  He also mentioned that Fairfax County has formed an interagency group to 

work on deer management issues. 

 

Commissioner Ayers is developing a digital presentation of the 21 Virginia State Champion 

Trees located in Fairfax County.  It will be available in time for Springfest. 
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Commission Allen suggested that the Tree Commission website add a link to previous Tree 

Commission monthly meeting minutes.  All agreed to the suggestion, and UFMD was asked to 

see if this could be done soon. 

 

UFMD Report 

Foresters Joan Allen and Hugh Whitehead are planning two planting projects for 

Springfest/Arbor Day. Tentative planting dates are April 25 & 26. They are working with John 

Houser at Occoquan Regional Park, and Stacey Evers at Belvedere Elementary School, and 

planning to plant 12 trees at each site. These planting projects will be funded by Stormwater. 

Planting will be done by volunteers including staff from UFMD, Stormwater Planning, and 

Maintenance and Stormwater Management Division. Tree Commissioners are welcome to join 

in. 

 

The new Director Keith Cline will start on March 24
th

. 

 

Michele Brickner, Director Land Development Services has moved to Stormwater.  She has been 

temporarily replaced by Audrey Clark until such time this position is staffed. 

 

UFMD is reviewing the process to distribute funds from the Tree Preservation and Planting Fund 

to make the money in the fund more readily available to support tree planting and preservation 

efforts by non-profit organizations. 

 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm. 

 


