
TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

April 10, 2014 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Robert Vickers, Chair, Dranesville District 

Jeanne Kadet, Braddock District 

Butch Loughry, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Chet McLaren, At-Large 

Jerry Peters, NV Soil & Water Conservation District 

Eleanor Quigley, Mt. Vernon District 

Sheila Allen, VA Cooperative Extension 

Scott Pearson, Mason District 

Dragan Momcilovic, Hunter Mill District 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jim McGlone, Vice Chair, VA Dept. of Forestry 

Rick Ayers, Providence District  

Jeff Allcroft, Environmental Quality Advisory Council 

    Dean Dastvar, Springfield District 

Bill Schoonmaker, Sully District 

Mekell Mikell, Lee District 

 

VACANT POSITIONS:  Environmental Quality Advisory Council Representative 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Keith Cline, Director, UFMD 

    Samantha Wangsgard, Urban Forester II, UFMD 

    Ian Fuze, Urban Forester I, UFMD 

 

CITIZEN PRESENT:  Elizabeth Lonsoff 

     

Call to Order 

Chair Vickers called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm.  

 

Introduction of Tree Commission Members and Staff 

Since there are many new faces at the meeting tonight, Chair Vickers requested that everyone 

introduce themselves. It was also reported that Commissioner Allcroft was no longer with the 

Environmental Quality Advisory Council and has also quit the Tree Comission. 

 

Review/Approval of March 2014 Minutes 

The March minutes were approved.   

 

Springfest Updates 

Commissioner Kadet reviewed the Tree Commissioner shifts for Springfest and arranged to have 

materials delivered before first shift. Jerry Peters discussed the award plaques that would be presented 

for the Friends of Trees Awards. Eleanor discussed ideas for games. Commissioner Kadet asked 

UFMD staff for assistance making brochures for the How to Kill/Grow a Tree. 

 

Friends of Trees Awards 

Three nominations were received for the Friends of Trees Award. Chair Vickers gave an overview of 

the nominations for Dave Swan and the Lake Braddock Community Association and Commissioner 
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Peters presented his nomination for Willie Woode. The nominees were discussed, and voted on and 

Dave Swan and the Lake Braddock Community Association were both approved and Willie Woode 

was approved conditionally. 

 

Tree Commission Website 

Chair Vickers gave an update on the Tree Commission website on behalf of Commissioner Mikell and 

there will be a meeting on April 11, 2014 to discuss the details of the webpage with County staff. 

 

Chair Report 
Chair Vickers discussed the presentation of the Virginia pine Tree cookie in late May 

 

Chair Vickers discussed the anniversary of the Great Falls Grange on May 4, 2014 

 

Chair Vickers had a brief discussion about deer management with Jerry Peters 

 

Commissioner Reports 

Commissioner Momcilovic discussed a cleanup event that will be occurring as part of the Earth 

Day Observances in his District 

 

Commissioner Allen discussed several topics including potential partnership opportunities with 

the Tree Stewards, Plant Clinics, a Native Tree Sale in May as well as a Workshop for Pruning. 

 

Commissioner Peters stated that Jim McGlone had informed him that Benita Regn has been 

promoted to State Forester for the Department of Forestry. He also discussed the Great Falls 

Deer initiative and the Virginia pine tree cookie. 

 

Commissioner Quigley stated that she will be leading a cleanup for the Alice Ferguson 

Foundation on Saturday and on May 20
th

 there will be a ivy cleanup at McCutchon Park. She 

also stated that the Lortan Landfill will go before the Board of Supervisors on the 13
th

 of May 

and has been approved by the Planning Commission. Commissioner Quigley also presented the 

proposed calendar of Tree Commission events. A revised copy will be sent out with the minutes. 

 

UFMD Report 

Director Cline announced that Ian Fuze, Urban Forester I had passed the ISA Certified Arborist 

exam. He also discussed cross training between the Forest Pest and Forest Conservation 

Sections. The Forest Pest section will begin spraying for the fall canker worm. An Urban 

Forester III position is also being proposed to deal with the Tree Action Plan. April 15 he will be 

doing a presentation for the Tree Stewards. Hugh Whitehead will also be doing a planting at 

Belvedere Elementary school on April 25, 2014. 

 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 pm. 

 

Addendum: After the meeting adjourned, the nomination for Willie Woode to receive a Friends 

of Trees Award was formally approved. 


