
TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

Draft 

June 18, 2015 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:           Robert Vickers, Chairman, Dranesville District 

Jeanne Kadet, Braddock District 

Sheila Allen, VA Cooperative Extension  

Chet McLaren, Member At-Large 

Jerry Peters, NV Soil & Water Conservation District 

Butch Loughry, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Jim McGlone, Vice Chairman, VA Dept. of Forestry 

Dragan Momcilovic, Hunter Mill District 

Eleanor Quigley, Mt. Vernon District 

Rick Ayers, Providence District 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Scott Pearson, Mason District  

Mekell Mikell, Lee District 

Bill Schoonmaker, Sully District 

 

 

VACANT POSITION:  Environmental Quality Advisory Council  

Springfield District 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Keith Cline, Director, UFMD  

    Craig Herwig, Forest Conservation Branch Chief, UFMD 

    Rachel Habig-Myers, Urban Forester II, UFMD 

 
VISTORS PRESENT:   
 

Call to Order 
Co-Chairman McGlone called the meeting to order at 7:39 pm. 

 

Minutes 
The May minutes were reviewed and approved by the commission. 

 

Tree Forum Update  

Extension Agent Allen is coordinating with Adria Bordas and Chairman Vickers to hold a Tree Forum in 

the Dranesville District in September 2015, and she put out a call for interest in holding Tree Forums in 

other districts.  Commissioner Ayers stated that he spoke with his District Supervisor, who declined to 

offer one.  Commissioner Quigley stated that she is waiting to hold one next Spring.   

 

Friends of Trees (FOT) 
Vice-Chairman McGlone attended the FOT Awards, presented by Chairman Vickers at the Board of 

Supervisors Meeting on June 2, 2015.  He mentioned that it is never too early to start nominating groups 

for the FOT awards for next year.  Extension Agent Allen asked if groups could be nominated more than 

once.  Vice-Chairman McGlone said yes, but that it would be preferable not to nominate the same group 

every year.  Commissioner Quigley asked if Earth Sangha has received an award, and suggested that they 

might be a good nomination for the Lee District, or wherever they complete a worthy project.   

 

Website Update 
No website updates. 
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Introductions 

Vice-Chairman McGlone initiated introductions of attendees including Rachel Habig-Myers, new Urban 

Forester II in UFMD. 

 

UFMD Report 
Director Cline refrained from giving a report in lieu of Craig Herwig’s discussion of the Tree Preservation 

Ordinance and Plan Review Process.  

 

Fairfax County Presentation of the Tree Preservation Ordinance and the Plan Review Process  

Vice Chairman McGlone introduced Forest Conservation Branch Chief Craig Herwig to lead the second 

part of a three part discussion of UFMD’s role in “cradle to grave” development.  He described UFMDs 

involvement in rezonings with the Department of Planning and Zoning, various Site Plan stages, and 

UFMD’s role of monitoring and inspections throughout construction.  Public input and involvement 

opportunities during rezoning, “by right” development, and infill development were explained.  Rezoning 

cases are the best opportunity to preserve trees.  Cluster development was discussed in this regard, 

because the intended result is more preserved area as a result of the rezoning process.  After zoning issues 

are settled, site plan review occurs next.  All aspects of tree preservation, including proffers, development 

conditions, constructability, conflicts with utilities, trees to be preserved, and trees to be planted are 

verified.  After site plans are approved, UFMD conducts a Pre-construction meeting with all interested 

parties, moving the limits of clearing and grading where possible to increase the chance of survival of 

trees to be preserved, and to review proffers, development conditions, invasive species management 

actions, etc.  Monitoring continues throughout the construction process.  When sites are complete and 

ready to be issued a RUP (Residential Use Permit) or a NonRUP in commercial developments, a final 

inspection is conducted to ensure that everything has been preserved or planted as per the plan, and that 

everything is in good health.  In cases where trees slated for preservation are removed the site inspector 

can halt construction until such time as plan revisions are created and approved.  The handout of 

important contact in from Director Cline’s presentation at the May meeting was distributed again. 

Side discussions were generated throughout this discussion, including issues of tree removal before plans 

are submitted for approval.  An existing law grants the right to practice forestry, allowing landowners to 

remove any privately owned trees outside of an RPA (Resource Protection Area).  Known issues with 

infill development plans and stream restorations were discussed, highlighting instances where 

development might deviate from the ideal flow of work through UFMD.  Networking and understanding 

how each District Supervisor handles issues of land development is important in making inroads in 

preserving trees on sites that wouldn’t otherwise need approval from UFMD.   

 

Commissioner Reports 

 Chairman Vickers mentioned the presentation before the Board of Supervisors for Friends of 

Trees Awards.  He sent out draft input for Annual Report.  It should be posted on the website once 

final.  This will go into the EQAC Report once it is final. 

 Commissioner Peters announced that the applications for the next session of Fairfax Master 

Naturalist are now open.  He distributed flyers.  This is one of two cycles per year.   He also 

mentioned that the Virginia Native Plant Society has passed a resolution supporting deer 

management in our region. 

 Commissioner Quigley announced that the Tree Commission has been invited by the Friends of 

Dyke Marsh to cosponsor a presentation on September 16th entitled “What is a Healthy Forest”.  It 

will be held at Huntley Meadows Park. The speaker is Joe Marx, who leads education events for 

Audubon.  Other sponsors include the Potomac Chapter of the VA Native Plant Society and the 

Fairfax Chapter of the VA Master Naturalists.  She also mentioned attending a presentation to 

develop a County owned (Fairfax County Housing Authority) 33 acre plot of land along Route 1 
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called the North Hill Property. It is forested, with lots of poplar trees.  It used to be a trailer park, 

and it is still zoned mobile home park, while the Comprehensive Plan states that it should be held 

as open space.  It will be rezoned with the intention of providing affordable housing. 

 Extension Agent Allen reiterated that Chairman Vickers is requesting a Tree Forum on September 

8, 2015 during the first fall meeting of the Great Falls Citizens Association (pending confirmation 

of date by Chairman Vickers).  She will also send out a call for interest in Tree Forums 

countywide for the fall.  She distributed bookmarks to all attendees, containing a list of 

Cooperative Extension Plant Clinics and locations for the summer.  Their summer intern has been 

on staff for 2 weeks, so weekly lab reports are now available.  Current common problems include 

cottony camellia scale, cottony maple scale, sawflies, leaf spot, and anthracnose. 

 Vice Chairman McGlone attended a Fall Cankerworm Task Force Meeting last week, where there 

was a long discussion among various professionals about where research and knowledge gaps are 

and how those can be addressed. He learned that his boss was able to conduct a defoliation flight 

looking for jumping oak leaf gall and fall cankerworm defoliation.  Fall cankerworm defoliation 

was found to be pretty severe just over the Loudon County line in West Virginia (near Harper’s  

 Ferry), and on Bull Run Mountain. He also stated that the Plant NOVA Natives campaign has 

been negotiating with Merrifield Garden Center to become more involved with and promote the 

campaign.  They send out email advertisements, where they mentioned the campaign and their 

published “Plant NOVA Natives Guide” and encouraged their customers to plant native plants. 

 

Action Item: 

Vice Chairman McGlone stated that a motion was necessary to allow the Tree Commission to cosponsor 

the “What is a Healthy Forest” presentation.  Chairman Vickers moved to cosponsor, Commissioner 

Momcilovic seconded, and the motion passed with no oppositions. 

 

Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:32 pm. 


