
TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

Draft 

July 16, 2015 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:           Jeanne Kadet, Braddock District 

Sheila Allen, VA Cooperative Extension  

Chet McLaren, Member At-Large 

Jerry Peters, NV Soil & Water Conservation District 

Butch Loughry, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Jim McGlone, Vice Chairman, VA Dept. of Forestry 

Dragan Momcilovic, Hunter Mill District 

Eleanor Quigley, Mt. Vernon District 

Bill Schoonmaker, Sully District 

Rick Healy, Environmental Quality Advisory Council 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Robert Vickers, Chairman, Dranesville District 

Scott Pearson, Mason District  

Mekell Mikell, Lee District 

Rick Ayers, Providence District 

 

 

VACANT POSITION:  Springfield District 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Craig Herwig, Forest Conservation Branch Chief, UFMD 

    Hugh Whitehead, Urban Forester III, UFMD 

 
VISTORS PRESENT:   

 

Call to Order 
Co-Chairman McGlone called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

 

Minutes 
The June minutes were reviewed and approved by the commission with corrections. 

 

Presentation on Fairfax County Tree Preservation Ordinance and plan review process (session 3 of 

3), “plan review Case Studies” with Hugh Whitehead, Urban Forester III and Craig Herwig, Forest 

Conservation Branch Chief, UFMD  
This discussion described the process of reviewing plan for “infill” development and a typical subdivision 

plan.  Infill development or Infill Lot Grading plans (referred to as “INF plans”) are becoming more and 

more frequent.  INF plans are the result of a developer/owner buying parcels with the intention of putting 

a new structure on an old lot.  The second half of the presentation referred to the plan review process of 

new subdivisions.  Both speakers described the complexities the process and the typical issues that they 

encounter during plan review. Examples of actual plans were reviewed for the presentation. 

 

Tree Forum Update – Commissioner Allen stated that event planned in Great Falls (which was possibly 

going to be held on September 8) has been cancelled for sept 8.  This event may over in November or in 

the spring.  Commissioner Quigley added that a Tree Forum event may take place in Mount Vernon in the 

spring. 

 

Friends of Tree Awards – Co-Chairman McGlone reminded other commissioners to keep projects in 

mind for future nominations.  Hugh Whitehead reminded the Commission that the next award activity is  
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The Tree Planting and Conservation Awards.   Discussion ensued on the status of a special category for a 

county projects for this award. 

   

Website update- Co-Chairman McGlone recommended that the website be edited to remove morrow 

honeysuckle from the list of celebrated trees.  Co-Chairman McGlone pointed out that this species is 

invasive and shouldn’t be encouraged as a suitable planting species.  Discussion ensued and it was 

suggested that Tina Gum or Joan Allen be contacted to make these edits. 

 

UFMD Report - Craig Herwig reported that there are four new staff in Urban Forest management.  Due 

to the new staff, district assignments will undergo some changes.  The new plan will be to include pairs of 

Urban Forester being responsible for districts as opposed to single staff having an entire district.  Urban 

Forest Management will let the Tree Commission know the team assignments when set. 

 

Commissioner reports 

Commissioner Quigley 

- Suggested speakers for future meetings and recommended Erin Stockschlaeder of the Park 

Authority to speak on native plants and removal of invasive plants.  We could possible do a two 

part presentation starting with ecosystem management and invasives and follow it up with a case 

study on the renovation/revitalization of Colchester Park.  Co-Chairman McGlone suggested that 

John Stokely of the Fairfax County Park Authority also visit the Tree Commission and give a 

summary of the status of his division. 

- Commissioner Quigley discussed a “Mount Vernon Gazette” article about improper tree 

trimming. 

- Stated concern about the absence of the Lee district commissioner.  

- Asked about an updated roster for Tree Commissioners 

 

Co-Chairman McGlone 

- Reported on changes to the upcoming Northern Virginia Roundtable.  “Root Appreciation Day” 

featuring Chris Coles will be held on Sept 11, 2015.  This event will include interactive activities 

so participants must bring a shovel and be prepared to get dirty. 

 

Commissioner Kadet 

- Echoed Commissioner’s Quigley’s remark about vacancies on the Commission.   

 

Commissioner Allen 

- Provided an Extension Service Plant Clinic report. Over 300 tree samples have been submitted in 

2015.  Commissioner Allen estimates that these reports are mostly issues with dogwood,  holly 

and fruit trees. 

 

Co-Chairman McGlone  

- There will be no meeting in August.  The September meeting in room 106 and 107 of the Herrity 

building. 

 

Adjourn - The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 

  

 


