Healthy Watersheds, Healthier Communities
Fairfax County Stormwater Planning Divisior

Meeting Summary for Johnny Moore Creek and Little Rocky Run
Watershed Advisory Committee Meeting
Liberty Middle School, December 1, 2008

Purpose:

The purpose of the meeting was to orient the new watershed advisory group (WAG) members to the watershed planning
process for Little Rocky Run (LRR) and Johnny Moore Creek (JMC) and to solicit any additional watershed issues to address
in the plan.

Watershed Advisory Committee:

Karen Firehock welcomed participants and provided a brief overview of the participation guidelines. Each attendee
received a watershed planning notebook with background materials and a CD containing the watershed workbook. Ms.
Firehock explained that the role of the WAG members is to provide meaningful participation options for a diversity of
stakeholders, incorporate community ideas into the scope of the watershed plans and to assist with the prioritization of
projects to be implemented throughout Fairfax County’s 30 watersheds over the next 25 years. The WAG will assist in
identifying issues of community concern, highlight key community priorities for watershed plan goals and conduct outreach
functions. The WAG will meet approximately four to six times over a 10-12 month period with the understanding that
meeting timing depends upon the work being performed (e.g. meet when a new study or modeling report is ready for
review). WAG members are also responsible for providing their constituency groups with updates about the project and
enlist the participation of members in the draft plan review forum. This is an important facet of the WAG as one person
may not be able to fully represent all the interests of their respective group.

Ms. Firehock explained that there is only one representative allowed per group to ensure balanced representation on the
committee. However, members of the WAG may bring alternates. She also emphasized that all WAG meetings are open to
the public and anyone may attend and address the group. Finally, she noted that there were a number of groups invited
who did not respond, so if WAG members know those individuals (listed on the member list as “invited but not confirmed”)
they should encourage them to join. If WAG members notice there are any other key groups missing, they should ask those
groups to contact Ms. Firehock so she can determine if they are within the watershed boundaries and could join the
project.

The WAG members also asked if emails could be shared. Hearing no objections, Ms. Firehock agreed to send an email list
to everyone. She also noted that team contact information would be shared (found at the end of this summary) and that it
was included in the participation guidelines sent previously.

Two slide shows were presented. Copies are posted on the watershed website at
<http.//www.fairfaxcounty.qov/dpwes/watersheds/> under Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Creek webpage.
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Watershed Primer:

Eric Forbes provided a watershed primer slide show to introduce participants to the watershed planning concept. He noted
that the watersheds in LRR and JMC are in fairly good condition compared to some streams in the county. The county
performed a number of studies to determine watershed condition including stream sampling and a physical assessment.
One participant asked how the physical assessment was conducted. Mr. Forbes explained that this assessment was done by
a consulting firm for the county and that they walked every stream in the watershed to determine channel condition.
Another member asked about how to find the RPA boundaries. Mr. Forbes said they are available on line at
<http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/maps/gallery WallMaps.htm> and then click on CBPA and watersheds map. There is also a
digital map viewer available by clicking on Chesapeake Bay Map and the tax map panel.

Overview of Watershed Planning:

Fred Rose gave a brief overview of the watershed plans to date. He explained that many recommendations on policy have
been collected and the county is evaluating how best to address them, most likely through a centralized stakeholder
advisory committee that can look county-wide. He emphasized that the primary role of the LRR and JMC WAG is to address
projects and the best locations for them to ensure suitable solutions to stormwater runoff.

One participant asked about regional ponds. Mr. Rose noted that some had been sited in the past but never built. A
solution is still needed for these areas of the watershed, but new solutions arising from this effort may be more
decentralized and smaller scale, since development in the area has made it more difficult to install large regional systems.
On the plus side, he noted that these smaller scale systems often cost less and also can do a better job of treating water
quality.

One participant asked who pays for the watershed plans. He noted that his HOA would be concerned that participation in
the plan and siting projects in their community would result in a fee to the HOA. Staff responded that if there were an
existing stormwater facility that was found to be malfunctioning or is in disrepair, the HOA would likely be required to
repair it. However, Mr. Rose noted that this is the case regardless of whether a watershed planning effort is undertaken.
Several HOA members agreed that their HOAs are indeed responsible for the upkeep of their HOA-owned facilities.

Mr. Rose also noted that the county is certainly open to cost sharing on any projects. If an individual installs their own
private raingarden, the county would not be monitoring that or assessing any fees. Projects may be installed on private
lands with permission as well as at public facilities, such as schools. If the county installs a project, the design and
maintenance agreement would be developed in advance. Finally, staff noted that there would be more projects than funds
and a key role of the group will be to help prioritize the preferred project list and suggested locations. All agreed that there
is no desire to place projects where they are not wanted. An important role for the WAG is to advise the county on
locations and to help find sites that are most suitable and desirable.

Lynne Mowery provided an overview of what is known about county streams and the comments received to date. First, she
provided a description of the Watershed Workbook and the data provided on the maps in the Workbook. Problems in the
watersheds identified in existing studies and issues identified at the Scoping Forum held on October 1, 2008 were
presented. Existing studies and monitoring of the watershed show that benthic scores in the streams are low and that
stream bank stability and buffer conditions are a concern on many of the stream reaches. Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) development for Bull Run for benthic and bacteria will also impact Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Creek
because they flow into the impaired segment of Bull Run. Issues identified at the Scoping Forum were presented to the
WAG for further discussion.

Ms. Mowery then presented some examples of structural projects that may be recommended as part of the watershed
plan. Examples of stormwater pond retrofits, low impact development (LID), stream restoration, stream buffer restoration,
road crossing projects and obstruction removal projects were presented.

Fairfax County Stormwater Planning Division
12000 Government Center Pkwy, Ste. 449 e Fairfax, VA 22035  703-324-5500, TTY 711

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/watersheds


http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/maps/gallery_WallMaps.htm

Additional issues to research and investigate:
Participants reviewed maps to determine other issues that should be flagged.

Compton Heights noted that they have a severe erosion issue.

A participant asked if a volunteer monitoring program could be implemented to provide more consistent local data and to
be able to evaluate the watershed plan in the future.

North Hart Run area has a lot of large lawns (as do several of the subdivisions) that may be contributing significant amounts
of fertilizer and other chemicals to streams. Community education is needed regarding environmentally-friendly lawn care
practices.

A creek walk will be conducted by residents to look for additional suspected erosion locations (new site 7 on JMC Map).
One road improvement project is planned and should be noted by project engineers (new site 8 on JMC Map).

Flooding issue downstream of Green Trails Boulevard adjacent to Sorrel Chase Court

Erosion on tributary north of Compton Heights Circle

Erosion at low point on hard surface trail near Melstone Court

A participant recommended that dry ponds in the Little Rocky Run subdivision be investigated for retrofit Next Steps: Lynne
Mowery

AMEC will review any new watershed issues raised at the meeting and research those. Participants should send any
additional comments by Dec. 15. Later comments can also be included but the engineers need as much lead time as
possible so they can move from problem characterization to devising potential solutions.

Next meeting for the WAG to review proposed solutions is likely in early spring 2008.

A short article will be sent to attendees to use in their newsletters and other communications about the project.

The Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Creek Watersheds Management Plan:

The Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Creek Watersheds have experienced environmental
degradation, mostly due to urbanization. A planning process initiated by Fairfax County is
underway to improve the quality of the waterways and their watersheds. The Watershed
Advisory Group (WAG) provides input to Fairfax County. The WAG members serve as liaisons
between their respective communities and the project team. AMEC Earth and Environmental,
Inc. serves as the technical team lead and prepares watershed plan drafts and engineering studies
and facilitates WAG and public meetings for the county. For more information please contact
<Eric.Forbes@fairfaxcounty.gov> or visit
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/watersheds/johnnymoorecreek.htm

(see last page for contact information and attendee list)
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To Contact Staff:

Karen Firehock, Public Involvement Coordinator, karenfirehock@virginia.edu, (434)975-6700, #222

Lynne Mowery, Project Manager, AMEC, lynne.mowery@amec.com, (703)488-3773

Eric Forbes, Ecologist, Fairfax County Stormwater Planning Division, Eric.Forbes@fairfaxcounty.gov, (703)324-5717

Fairfax County Watershed Website: http.//www.fairfaxcounty.qov/dpwes/watersheds/johnnymoorecreek.htm

Use this site for meeting dates, workshops and to read meeting summaries and reports.

Watershed Plans Comment Email Address: watersheds@fairfaxcounty.qgov

Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Creek Watershed Advisory Committee
Dec. 1, 2008
Meeting
LRR JMC Attended Group Name Title
X yes Westfields Golf Club Tom Farris Manager
X yes Friends of Little Rocky Run Ned Foster President
X X yes Occoquan Watershed Coalition Jim Bonhivert President
yes Clifton Horse Society Jean Voss President
X yes Little Rocky Run HOA Jeff Hummel President
X no Compton Village HOA Joseph F. Cottone President
X yes Green Trails HOA Jay Hurst President
X yes North Hart Run HOA Sara Dyer
X yes Cedar Knolls of Clifton HOA Laurie Anderson HOA rep
X no Union Mills HOA Gene Griffe President
X yes Compton Heights HOA William Ballou Vice President

Staff and Guests Attending

Fairfax County Stormwater Fred Rose Chief,
Management Assessment
Fairfax County Stormwater Eric Forbes Ecologist
Management
AMEC Inc. Lynne Mowery Project Manager
AMEC Inc. Matt Breen Engineer
AMEC Inc. Karen Firehock Public
Involvement
Springfield Supervisor Pat Herrity Marlae Schnare Staff
Sully Supervisor Michael L. Frey Meghan Kiefer Staff
Additional attendees Al Francese LRR HOA
Alternate
Ann Farris Guest
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