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1.2 Land Use

A large portion of the Johnny Moore Creek watershed consists primarily of large lot residential
development. On July 26, 1982, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors approved a
rezoning of more than 41,000 acres in the Occoquan watershed, which includes the Johnny
Moore Creek watershed and a portion of the Little Rocky Run watershed, in order to protect
the Occoquan Reservoir, which supplies drinking water to the County. Land in the rezoned
area is classified as a Residential-Conservation (R-C) District, designating a maximum density
of one dwelling unit per 5 acres. The entire Johnny Moore Creek watershed is located in the
R-C District. The portion of Little Rocky Run south of Compton Road and the area south of
Braddock Road and east of Union Mill Road are in the R-C District.

The predominant existing land use in the Little Rocky Run watershed is open space, as shown
in Table 1-1, with 31 percent of the watershed area designated as open space. The next
major land use is medium-density residential at 23 percent. The future land use designations
show that only 4 percent of the watershed is expected to change. The amount of open space
in the watershed will decrease by 186 acres. The amount of residential acreage will increase
by 199 acres and high-intensity commercial development will increase by ten acres.

The predominant existing land use in the Johnny Moore Creek watershed is estate residential
(39 percent) closely followed by open space (37 percent). In the future, open space will
decrease 50 percent from 1,243 acres to 620 acres. The amount of estate residential in the
watershed will increase from 39 percent of the watershed in existing conditions to 57 percent
in the future. Map 1-3 shows the existing and future land use designations for each
watershed.

Table 1-1 Existing and Future Land Use in the Little Rocky Run and Johnny Moore Creek
Watersheds

Little Rocky Run Johnny Moore Creek
Land Use Existing Future Existing Future
Description Area % Area % Area % Area %
(acres) (acres) (acres) (acres)

Open space 1,433 31 1,247 27 1,243 37 620 19
Estate residential 207 4 191 4 1,305 39 1,928 57
Low-density 372 8 520 11 141 4 141 4
residential
Medium-density 1,054 23 1,078 24 1 0 1 0
residential
High-density 542 12 569 12 0 0 0 0
residential
Low-intensity 13 0 10 0 0 0 0 0
commercial
High-intensity 38 1 48 1 0 0 0 0
commercial
Institutional 141 3 137 3 2 0 2 0
Industrial 51 1 51 1 10 0 10 0
Transportation 668 15 668 15 87 3 87 3
Water 45 1 45 1 50 1 50 1
TOTAL 4,605 100 4,605 100 3,374 100 3,374 100
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