
Embark Richmond Highway Questions from Community Meeting #2 on July 25, 2016 
*this document will be updated when more responses are completed

1 
New parks and 

recreational 
opportunities 

Can more children’s play spaces such as playgrounds, spray 
grounds/ fountains, basketball courts, open fields, etc. be 
included in the public green spaces? 

Park Authority staff are analyzing existing park resources and potential park additions 
as well as connectivity of environmental corridors and recreational trails.  Integration 
of public spaces and park facilities into redevelopment is a key strategy of addressing 
existing and increasing park needs. 

2 Landscaping 
Will native plants be used in public spaces and community 
areas? Will native plants/grasses/flowers be planted that 
provide a more natural look and benefit pollinators like bees? 

County and park policies favor utilization of native plants on public lands.  

3 Impacts to parks 
When trails are made to already established parks (Dogue 
Creek), how will the impact be mitigated, such as introduction of 
non-native plants and blockage of water? 

 As park features are designed, mitigation of impacts will be determined as funding 
allows.  

4 Noise impacts 
What type of sound barriers will be built along neighborhoods 
for when the expanded Route 1 will be running up against their 
property? 

 The current Embark project efforts are focused on proposing changes to the 
Comprehensive Plan guidance in anticipation of BRT. Improvements that will be 
needed along the corridor will be identified as BRT design commences.  The County is 
actively working to acquire a Program Management Consultant (PMC) who will assist 
with the BRT design. 

5 Road widening Richmond Highway widening plan start from where? (What 
street if possible)? 

Richmond Highway is planned to be widened from four lanes to six lanes between 
Route 235 (Jeff Todd Way/Mount Vernon Memorial Highway) and Napper Road. For 
additional information and to follow the project, visit the VDOT website at: 
http://virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/richmond_highway.asp 

6 Stormwater 
Management 

The part of Richmond Highway that is already 6 lanes 
contributes a heavy volume of stormwater runoff that damages 
local streams. In the areas that are to be widened from 4 to 6 
lanes, will they be reconstructed and built with better 
stormwater controls? Will the old 6 lane areas beginning of the 
beltway south to Costco receive any storm water upgrades for 
better control of runoff?  

To the extent that improvements are planned within the section of Richmond 
Highway between the Capital Beltway and Costco, VDOT and the County will look to 
upgrade stormwater controls per their standards. Stormwater regulations will be 
followed where the road will be widened or moved and where the BRT System is 
planned to run. Improvements that will be needed along the corridor will be 
identified as BRT design commences.    



Embark Richmond Highway Questions from Community Meeting #2 on July 25, 2016 
Page 2 

7 BRT System 
Will the BRT connect to the Huntington Metro via North Kings 
Highway or Huntington Avenue? What safety measures will be 
implemented for bicyclists to safely make left and right turns? 

The Route 1 Multimodal Alternatives Analysis completed by Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) identified BRT connecting to Huntington Metro 
Station through North Kings Highway. The current Embark project efforts are focused 
on proposing changes to the Comprehensive Plan guidance in anticipation of BRT. 
Bicycle and pedestrian recommendations are part of the Embark project.  Once BRT 
design commences, the County will have a better idea and will take the best action to 
deliver a high quality BRT service while minimizing impacts to the community. County 
staff will use best engineering practices and published documents by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) and the National Association of City Transportation 
Officials (NACTO) to design for cyclists and pedestrians. 

8 Stream quality 
What measures are being taken to improve the streams that 
cross Route 1 and parallel Route 1 as the roadway is being 
widened?  

Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), is conducting the environmental 
assessment for the widening of Richmond Highway from Jeff Todd Way/Mount 
Vernon Memorial Highway to Napper Road and has additional information for that 
segment of Richmond Highway.   The VDOT project website can be found at: 
http://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northernvirginia/richmond_highway.asp 

9 Pedestrian and bike 
safety How will walkers and bicyclists safely cross Richmond Highway? 

County staff will use best engineering practices and published documents by the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the National Association of City 
Transportation Officials (NACTO) to design safe crossings for cyclists and pedestrians. 
Pedestrians and cyclists will be able to safely cross Richmond Highway at all signalized 
intersections. 

10 Bike lanes Are bike lanes one way or multidirectional? 
The current concept for bicycle facilities on Richmond Highway is for a one-way 
separated bicycle lane, on both sides of the roadway. The bicycle facilities are 
anticipated to be designed to allow riders to pass other cyclists. 

11 ADA considerations Will there be sidewalks from Huntington to Fort Belvoir to make 
it possible for ADA users to travel along Richmond Highway? 

Americans with Disability Act (ADA) accommodations on sidewalks will be constructed 
with compliant curb cuts and ramps, per VDOT Road Design Standards and Fairfax 
County building standards.  Additionally, any new developments that are proposed 
and constructed along the corridor are also required to have ADA accommodations. 

12 Transportation analysis The transportation analysis was done when school not in session, 
will another one be done when school is back in session?  

The Embark Richmond Highway Traffic Analysis takes several months to complete.  
The County collected traffic counts, prior to the end of the spring school semester, at 
over 50 signalized and stop-sign intersections. This data is being used to program the 
computer transportation model to provide base year traffic information and then 
forecast traffic conditions to the year 2040. The results of this transportation analysis 
will be used in the Embark Comprehensive Plan Amendment.  
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13 North Kings Highway  Will North Kings Highway have dedicated BRT lanes like 
Richmond Highway? 

The design of the North Kings Highway cross section and how BRT will be depicted, 
has not yet begun. The Embark Richmond Highway Transportation Analysis will assist 
with the BRT design on Richmond Highway and North Kings Highway.  The County is 
actively working to acquire a Program Management Consultant (PMC) who will assist 
with the BRT design, including how BRT will utilize N. Kings Highway. 

14 Comprehensive Plan 
Maps  

Will the Embark stations and widened highway be placed on the 
official Fairfax County planning map (to warn developers) and if 
so, when? 

As part of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment process, the Transportation Plan 
Map, Comprehensive Land Use Plan Map, and other figures in the Comprehensive 
Plan will be updated to show the approximate locations of the proposed BRT stations.  
Revised maps and figures will identify the BRT stations in the legend. The typical cross 
section for Richmond Highway that accommodates BRT will also be included in the 
Comprehensive Plan. A typical cross section for Richmond Highway is currently shown 
in the Policy Plan.  

15 

 Zoning Ordinance, 
Comprehensive Plan 

guidance, Development 
Review 

Will you consider zoning and comp plan language that is flexible 
such as “form based?” And what will you do regarding moving 
applications that come in now before Embark is completed? 

The Comprehensive Plan is a guide for decision making about the county's land use.  
Presently, the approach to the Comprehensive Plan guidance is being evaluated by 
staff. Details about specific development applications are considered in partnership 
with the community, developers, and county agencies when proposals are brought 
forward. Development applications are considered under the current adopted 
Comprehensive Plan. Applicants submitting proposals within in the Richmond 
Highway Corridor  are being made aware of the evolving Comprehensive Plan 
amendment process that is part of the Embark project. 

16 Rezoning How will the re-zoning take place? When will the re-zoning take 
place? ( Timeframe) How do businesses get approval? 

A rezoning is considered at the request of an individual. There is no corridor-wide 
rezoning process that will be initiated by the county. More information about zoning 
applications can be found online at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/zoning/devoverview.htm The timeframe of the 
rezoning and development review processes varies depending on many factors. 
Expectations about timing could be better answered at a pre-application meeting, 
when the details of the request can be reviewed together with the applicant and 
Fairfax County staff. 
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17 Recreation facilities 

Will you be looking to add family recreation facilities such as 
soccer fields, indoor fields like the N Zone in Chantilly or the 
indoor basketball courts in Old Town? Or an outdoor skating 
rink?  Bowling? 

As part of the planning process, the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) will evaluate 
the availability of recreational facilities typically found in FCPA parks to serve the 
existing population as well as anticipate the increase in demand by the projected 
population.  Recommendations will address the projected need and strategies to 
meet that need. 

18 Materials from meetings Will slides be posted somewhere? 

The PowerPoint Presentation from the July 25 community meeting can be found on 
the Embark website under the Presentations tab at: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/embarkrichmondhwy/presentations.htm and 
under the Meetings tab under Monday, July 25, 2016 at: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/embarkrichmondhwy/meetings.htm 
Fairfax County is working closely with the Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) on the multimodal improvements from Jeff Todd Way to Napper Road. 
Information about the VDOT project can be found online at: 
http://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northernvirginia/richmond_highway.asp 

19 Public engagement Can they do another live Q+A session other than during normal 
work hours? 

Yes, an AskFairfax Online discussion can be conducted outside of normal business 
hours. Thank you for the suggestion! To view the transcript from the July 28, 2016 
session, please visit: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/askfairfax/archive/ArchiveDiscussion.aspx?roomid=124 

20 Walkable and bikeable 
places - placemaking 

Given the length of the highway, what planning is in place for 
destinations for walking and biking?  

Creating a walkable and bikeable environment in the Richmond Highway Corridor is 
one of the county's primary objectives.  A future network of sidewalks, parks, trails 
and bicycle lanes is envisioned to interconnect with the Community Business Centers 
as well as to parks and public facilities in surrounding communities. The Community 
Business Centers  will be planned as mixed-use places served by BRT with walking and 
biking destinations.   


