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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
COUNTY OF FAIRFAX 

SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL

DATE: DECEMBER 1, 2008 

The public hearing commenced at 7:30 P.M. in rooms 2 & 3 of the Government Center. A remote public hearing testimony site was established in room 221A (Woodlawn) of the South County Center, with communications between sites established through a two-way audio and visual communication hookup via Fairfax County Cable Channel 16.   

There were six speakers, four of whom provided written testimony either during or after the public hearing. The speakers were:

1.  Susan Jewell (Government Center)

4.  Sheldon Hoenig (South County)

2.  Megan Contakes (South County)


5.  Jim Davis (South County)

3.  Eleanor Quigley (South County)


6.  John Byrne (Government Center)

Ms. Jewell identified herself as a representative of the Springfield Civic Association on environmental matters and spoke on behalf of that association.  Ms. Quigley identified herself as the Mount Vernon District Tree Commissioner; however, she was speaking as an individual and not on behalf of the Tree Commission.  Mr. Davis spoke as the President of the Sulgrave Manor Civic Association.  The other speakers each spoke as an individual rather than for a group. 

Joe Chudzik, Nancy Ford-Kohne, Gerald Lyons, Ross Shearer, Jr. and Edson Tennyson submitted written testimony prior to or after the public hearing. Their statements are attached to this summary. 
1. Susan Jewell
Ms. Jewell spoke on behalf of the Springfield Civic Association and read from a prepared statement, which is attached.  She identified herself as a wildlife biologist and a freelancer writer of environmental issues.  She introduced her comments by focusing broadly on the need for stream valley protection and then focused more specifically on concerns regarding the Cross-County Trail project along Accotink Creek in the Springfield area.  Specifically, she criticized the paving of existing sections of the trail (with the associated removal of trees).  She raised concerns regarding the decision by the Fairfax County Park Authority to pursue this project as well as concerns regarding an initial lack of environmental safeguards.  She also criticized the county’s enforcement of environmental requirements.  
Ms. Jewell recommended the following for consideration: 
1. Do not allow any projects on county lands to be passed on false pretenses of being environmentally friendly, and seek expert opinions outside of the county government. 

2. Devise a better enforcement procedure for county lands so that violations are treated appropriately.

3. Have more oversight over the FCPA to prevent them from approving projects that are environmentally unfriendly, and work with them to include environmental mitigation for their projects.

4. Discourage the creation of new trails (due to concerns about the loss of trees and impacts to soils).
Ms. Gagnon noted that the watershed management planning study for the Accotink Creek watershed was getting under way.

Dr. Schnare asked Ms. Jewell for her views on the provision of new athletic fields—he asked if she felt that these were also inappropriate or if they should be considered differently than trails.  Ms. Jewell replied that fields should be constructed carefully and should be located in already-disturbed areas.  She recommended against the use of artificial turf.

In response to a question from Chairman Koch, Ms. Jewell stated that she supported more porous trail systems. 

In response to another question from Chairman Koch, Ms. Jewell confirmed that the trails in question were constructed on Park Authority land.
2. Megan Contakes 

Ms. Contakes read from a prepared statement, which is attached to this summary.  She expressed her concerns about the lack of regulations of residential air pollutant emissions, especially where it concerns wood smoke.   She reviewed information from the American Lung Association and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding the generation of particulate matter (including fine particulates) and the health implications of particle pollution exposure, both in terms of outdoor and indoor exposure.  She also noted that wood smoke emissions contain carbons monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, hydrochloric acid and formaldehyde.

Ms. Contakes recommended that the county explore the possibility of setting formal limits on residential emissions and putting a process into place for measuring and enforcing such emissions.

Mr. Zaragoza asked if there were a cluster of wood burning stoves in an area or if there was a single stove that was of concern.  He also noted that indoor air quality observations are important to be aware of.  Ms. Contakes replied that the Health Department receives complaints about emissions from wood burning stoves fairly regularly, so the issue is a broad one.

Dr. Schnare noted his role in air quality enforcement at EPA and indicated that Fairfax County has no authority to regulate these emissions.  He stated that the county can study and make recommendations about such emissions but that it cannot regulate them.  Chairman Koch noted that enabling legislation would be needed.

3. Eleanor Quigley
Ms. Quigley read from a prepared statement, which is attached to this summary.  She encouraged EQAC to continue its work on the County’s Budget.  She stressed the need for support for continuation of urban forestry programs and expressed concern that programs that are not mandated by the state may be curtailed or eliminated.  She identified Urban Forest Management support during the rezoning review process, its contributions to the Environmental Improvement Program and its work to implement the Tree Action Plan and to achieve the county’s 45% tree canopy goal as activities that may be threatened by budget decisions.  She recommended fee increases as an alternative to budget cuts.
Chairman Koch asked Ms. Quigley if she had specific fee increase alternatives in mind.  Ms. Quigley indicated that she’d defer to DPWES staff, which would be identifying such options.

Mr. Crandall indicated that EQAC has been supporting fee increases (e.g., 100% cost recovery) for years.  He also noted significant tree loss associated with the expansion of the Capital Beltway.

4. Sheldon Hoenig 

Mr. Hoenig identified two concerns relating to watersheds:  (1) The allowance of fill in floodplains; and (2) Infill development.  With respect to filling in floodplain areas, he raised concerns about cumulative impacts of fills that, individually, would be considered to be minor.  He cited Cameron Run as an example of problems that can occur as a result of cumulative impacts.  With respect to infill development, he raised concern about adverse impacts to homeowners along streams in the Mount Vernon District resulting from upstream infill development. 

5. Jim Davis 

Mr. Davis introduced himself as the President of the Sulgrave Manor Civic Association.  He read from a prepared statement and provided a slightly modified written version of the statement shortly after the public hearing.  The written statement is attached to this summary.

Mr. Davis focused his comments on the removal from the Resource Protection Area designation on the county’s map of Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas of a 286-foot piped segment of a stream.  He expressed his view that the decision to remove piped segments of streams from the RPA designation is arbitrary, in that there is no requirement at the state level to either include or exclude such segments.  He noted that there have been flooding and erosion problems near the pipe outfall and that the piped segment in question has yard drops and street inlets through which stormwater runoff enters.  He expressed concern about the impacts of the additional drainage that enters these areas on downstream properties and suggested that the retention of the RPA designation along this piped segment of the stream would support the protection of properties near the outfall.

Mr. Davis concluded his comments by asking if the county has enabling legislation allowing for the removal of piped sections of perennial streams from RPA designations.  He again expressed concern about degradation relating to upstream development and called for an assessment of a fairer approach to the conveyance of stormwater runoff.
Chairman Koch asked for clarification of Mr. Davis’ concerns and asked if there was any potential for the stream in question to be daylighted.  Mr. Davis indicated that daylighting was possible but not likely.
Mr. Zaragoza asked for clarification regarding the environmental degradation associated with the pipe outfall.  Mr. Davis noted that sediment from upstream erosion enters the pipe and blocks the outfall, thereby causing water to spill over into neighboring yards.
6. John Byrne
Mr. Byrne stated that he is concerned about what we are leaving for the next generation as it concerns the environment.  Specifically, Mr. Byrne stated that he was concerned about global climate change, overdevelopment (sprawl) and lack of integration of the natural world into our lives.

With regards to global climate change, Mr. Byrne’s stressed a need to attract to the county businesses focusing on this issue, a need to plan for sea level change and its effects on the county.  With respect to development, he highlighted a need to develop more walkable communities where more things are accessible for the citizens of Fairfax County—he called for development patterns that will allow people to walk to more of their daily activities (e.g., schools, churches, shopping centers). 
With respect to integration of the natural world he suggested that schools should do more to use nature around us to help educate the children.  He expressed his view that children are not getting enough natural education and that this, in turn, is causing obesity and other nature deficit disorder in our children.  
Mr. Denneny thanked Mr. Byrne for his comments and noted county and neighborhood-based efforts relating to global climate change.  He also noted environmental education opportunities in the county such as those offered at the Hidden Oaks Nature Center.

Mr. Zaragoza thanked Mr. Byrne and the other speakers for their comments. 

Closing

Chairman Koch thanked everyone for coming out and participating.
Mr. Kaplan noted that written testimony had been provided and that anybody else who wanted to submit written testimony could do so.
The public hearing was adjourned at approximately 8:20 PM.  
