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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

COUNTY OF FAIRFAX

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL (EQAC)

MINUTES

DATE: December 11, 2006
TIME:  7:30-10:30 PM

LOCATION:  Board Auditorium, Fairfax County Government Center
MEMBERS PRESENT







Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)


Lipi Gupta (Student Member)
George Lamb (Vice Chairman, Providence)

Diana Handy (Hunter Mill)
Frank Crandall (Dranesville)



Chet McLaren (Braddock)
Doug Denneny (At-Large)



Robert McLaren (At-Large)
Johna Gagnon (Lee)




Rachel Rifkind (Mason)
David Gaines (Springfield)




MEMBERS ABSENT

Allison Anderson (Mount Vernon)


John Foust (At-Large)

Terrell Spence, AICP (Sully)

STAFF

Kambiz Agazi





Noel Kaplan

SPEAKERS








1.
Matt Ellenberger (MUSCO Sports Lighting) 
5.    Mark Tipton 
2.
Harold Strickland (Fairfax County Park Authority Board)
6.    Catherine Voorhees

3.
Paulette Marshall
7.    David Schnare

4.
John Byrne
8.    Ross Shearer (Sierra Club)
OTHERS PRESENT

Peggy Bowers (Mount Zephyr citizen)

Bill Felmlee

Harrison A. Glasgow (Fairfax County Park Authority Board)
James Hutzler (Sierra Club)

Cindy Messinger (Fairfax County Park Authority)

Russel Porter (CAC)

Heather Schninkel (Fairfax County Park Authority)

Pat Soriano (Sierra Club)
Dan Southworth (Fairfax County Department of Transportation)

The meeting was convened at 7:30 P.M. in the Board Auditorium of the Government Center. The Annual Public Hearing portion of the meeting was televised live on Cable channel 16. 

2006 Annual Public Hearing
Matters discussed:

Chairman Koch welcomed all those in attendance.  Mr. Kaplan provided a few procedural comments and noted the availability of the 2006 Annual Report on the Environment.  EQAC members introduced themselves, and Chairman Koch noted EQAC’s purpose and structure as well as the purpose of the public hearing.  She emphasized that EQAC is available throughout the year to hear about environmental concerns.    

There were eight speakers, some of whom submitted written materials.  In addition, Patricia Knight submitted preliminary comments on January 10, 2007 and expressed an intention to submit additional comments in the future.  A summary of the public hearing is attached and included in these minutes by reference.  

Motions made:

None

Follow-up actions:  

A number of issues were identified for follow-up review by council members.  See the attached summary of the public hearing.  The council agreed to devote a portion of its January, 2007 meeting to a review of follow-up actions based on public hearing testimony.
Consideration of a response to a November 15, 2006 memorandum from the Chairman of the Fairfax County Park Authority Board to the board of supervisors regarding athletic field lighting
Matters discussed:

· The need for an EQAC response to the aforementioned memorandum, and the review of a draft prepared by Mr. Crandall 
· The need for up-front coordination with the Park Authority Board in light of comments provided at the public hearing by Park Authority Board Chairman Harold Strickland.

· Relationship of this issue to a request from the board of supervisors for follow-up to lighting concerns.

Motions made:

· None.  
Follow-up actions:  

· Mr. Crandall and Bob McLaren to refine the draft letter based on this discussion and subsequent to an off-line discussion with Park Authority Board Chairman Harold Strickland.
· EQAC to consider approval of correspondence to the board at its next meeting (January 10, 2007).   
December 4 presentation of the Annual Report on the Environment to the board of supervisors—summary and follow-up actions
Matters discussed:

· A request from the board for a written follow-up from EQAC on specific lighting issues (including glare and safe pathway lighting).  

· Chairman Koch’s comments to the board regarding environmental management and integration.

· Supervisor Gross’s concern regarding EQAC’s recommendation for dredge spoil disposal sites in the county.
· Supervisor Gross’s request that the Annual Report address disposal of compact fluorescent lights and e-scrap.

· Supervisor Smyth’s request that the Annual Report address the incorporation of tree canopy considerations into regional air quality planning by the Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee.
· Identification of items for future meeting agendas. 

Motions made:

· None.  

Follow-up actions:  

· Mr. Crandall to draft a response addressing the information requested by the board of supervisors pertaining to lighting.

· EQAC to discuss environmental management and integration issues at its January, 2007 meeting in order to frame the discussion at the February joint meeting with the Fairfax County Environmental Coordinating Committee.

· Mr. Kaplan to seek guidance from the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services on the efforts of the Dredge Spoils Work Group and to invite appropriate staff to the March 14 EQAC meeting.

· Mr. Kaplan to request that DPWES staff provide an update on solid waste issues at the March 14 meeting.

· EQAC members to identify, through e-mails to Mr. Kaplan, questions that they’d like the DPWES solid waste briefing to address.

Establishment of search committee for EQAC officers for 2007

Matters discussed:

· Bob McLaren volunteered to chair this committee.  Mr. Gaines and Chet McLaren volunteered to serve on the committee.
Motions made:

· None.  The membership of the search committee was approved by consensus
Follow-up actions:
· Any EQAC member interested in serving as chairman or vice-chairman should contact a committee member.

· The committee will report its recommendations to EQAC at the January 10, 2007 meeting.
Chairman’s Items

Matters discussed:

· Chairman Koch welcomed Mr. Gaines to EQAC. 
· Chairman Koch noted that Allison Anderson sends her regards.
Motions made:

· None.  
Follow-up actions:
· None.

Council Member Items

Matters discussed:

· Doug Denneny:  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Base Realignment and Closure relocations is in preparation.  He is interested in a thumbnail sketch of the process from a contractor or staff.  Mr. Crandall is interested in how parking will be accommodated.
· Doug Denneny and Rachel Rifkind:  Should EQAC take a position on the Tysons rail tunnel issue?
· George Lamb:  EQAC’s relationship with the Fairfax County School Board on a number of matters including lighting.

· Rachel Rifkind:  The need for a minor change to the roster information.

· Bob McLaren:  On the agenda for the February 14 joint meeting with the Environmental Coordinating Committee, please add a request for county employee nominations for the Environmental Excellence Awards. 
Motions made:

None

Follow-up actions:  

· Mr. Kaplan to provide EQAC with a copy of the county’s scoping comments on the BRAC relocations at Fort Belvoir and to find out how to best inform EQAC of public meetings on this matter. 
· Mr. Denneny to draft a resolution for consideration at the January 10, 2007 meeting regarding the tunnel vs. above-ground alignment of rail through Tysons Corner. 
· EQAC to schedule a discussion regarding, or meeting with, the Fairfax County School Board at some time in the future.
· An item regarding the Environmental Excellence Awards will be added to the agenda of the February 14, 2007 joint meeting with the Environmental Coordinating Committee.
Staff Items

Matters discussed:

· Noel Kaplan:  Congratulations to Bob McLaren for being selected to receive the Lawrence V. Fowler Award.  The presentation is scheduled for January 8.

· Noel Kaplan:  Formation of an ad hoc subcommittee to meet with staff regarding options and limitations associated with the tracking of stream improvement projects.  Desire to discuss this in advance of the February 14 joint meeting with the Environmental Coordinating Committee.
· Noel Kaplan:   Meeting of the Planning Commission’s Environment Committee scheduled for 7:00 PM on January 25.  Two items on the agenda:  (1) Continuation of discussion regarding headwater stream protection and (2) a draft Plan Amendment addressing air quality and green building issues.
· Noel Kaplan:  Review of future meeting agendas.

· Kambiz Agazi:  The next meeting of the board’s Environmental Committee is scheduled for March 19, 2007 at 10:30 AM in conference rooms 9 and 10 of the Government Center.  One agenda item will be the Environmental Coordinating Committee response to EQAC recommendations.

· Kambiz Agazi:  Review of the December 11, 2006 meeting of the board’s Environmental Committee

· Kambiz Agazi:  There is a need to begin the Environmental Excellence Awards process—EQAC should discuss this at its January 10 meeting.
Motions made:

None

Follow-up actions:  

· Ms. Koch and Ms. Handy to meet with staff regarding the stream improvement project tracking issue.  Mr. Crandall and Bob McLaren will attend if available.
· Mr. Kaplan to forward to Ms. Koch, Ms. Handy, Bob McLaren, and Mr. Crandall a document identifying Policy Plan amendment options to strengthen headwater stream protection.
· Dr. Agazi to provide EQAC members with electronic copies of his presentation to the board’s Environmental Committee regarding global climate change and the related memorandum.
· Dr. Agazi to distribute updated information regarding the Environmental Excellence Awards to all EQAC members.

· Dr. Agazi to provide an electronic copy of a December 8, 2006 memorandum regarding the green building efforts of the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 PM.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

COUNTY OF FAIRFAX

SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING OF THE

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL

DATE: DECEMBER 11, 2006
The public hearing commenced at 7:30 P.M. in the Board of Supervisors’ Auditorium in the Fairfax County Government Center and was televised live on Cable channel 16. 

There were eight speakers, seven of whom provided written testimony and/or background information either during or after the public hearing.  The speakers were: 

1.
Matt Ellenberger (MUSCO Sports Lighting) 
5.    Mark Tipton 

2.
Harold Strickland (Fairfax County Park Authority Board)
6.    Catherine Voorhees

3.
Paulette Marshall
7.    David Schnare
4.
John Byrne
8.    Ross Shearer (Sierra Club)
Unless otherwise noted, the speakers spoke as individuals rather than for a group.

Written testimony from Mr. Strickland, Mr. Tipton and Dr. Schnare is attached to this summary but will not be posted with the meeting summary on EQAC’s Web site.  
At the public hearing, Mr. Strickland provided a package of information from the Fairfax County Park Authority.  Mr. Tipton provided a copy of an article entitled “Hazardous Chemicals in Synthetic Turf” and testimony that was presented by Dr. Cate Jenkins to the Planning Commission in 2004 regarding a stormwater management pond that had been proposed near the Vienna Metrorail station.  Dr. Schnare provided a copy of a Wall Street Journal editorial addressing global warming issues.  
Subsequent to the public hearing, Mr. Ellenberger provided copies of his slides.  Ms. Marshall provided an e-mail overview of her comments, and this information has effectively been included within this summary.  Subsequent to providing this overview, Ms. Marshall sent, by fax transmission, additional documentation relating to the concerns raised in her comments.  Mr. Byrne provided a copy of a slide presentation he presented to Gerald E. Connolly, chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.  Ms. Voorhees provided a copy of her slides as well as a series of e-mails providing additional details regarding her concerns.  While these materials are not attached to this summary, they, as well as the written testimony, have been provided to all EQAC members and are available for review in the office of the Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning (contact Noel Kaplan at 703-324-1380).  
Subsequent to the public hearing, Patricia Knight submitted preliminary comments and expressed an intention to submit additional comments in the future.  Her preliminary comments raised concerns about the timing of EQAC’s public hearing as well as the extent to which water quality, air quality and other environmental standards and the monitoring and attainment of these standards are articulated in the Comprehensive Plan.   The comments expressed concern about the impacts of development and immigration on quality of life and suggested a need to reconsider the Comprehensive Plan.  The comments suggested a moratorium on development until such action is taken.
1.  Matt Ellenberger (MUSCO Sports Lighting)
Mr. Ellenberger addressed two issues associated with athletic field lighting:  spill/glare and energy efficiency.  He described improvements in athletic field lighting over the last 30 years, noting a 50% reduction in spill and glare as well as a 50% reduction in electricity use since 1976 as a result of improved lighting systems.  He noted that the Fairfax County Park Authority’s 2004 Needs Assessment identified the need for 46 lighted athletic fields; he estimated that, with the use of newer, energy efficient lighting systems, approximately $1.2 million in long-term savings could occur through the use of the newer lighting systems.

Mr. Crandall noted that MUSCO had provided lighting for a field at Lewinsville Park.  Mr. Ellenberger clarified that the newer, energy efficient lighting had been installed at this field.

Mr. Crandall noted EQAC’s recommendation for a revision to the county’s outdoor lighting ordinance in order to prohibit the use of fixtures with bulbs and reflectors that would be visible at a point five feet above a property line.  He asked if MUSCO lighting fixtures would meet this standard.  Mr. Ellenberger replied that this would depend upon the height of the pole and its proximity to the property line.  
2.  Harold Strickland (Fairfax County Park Authority Board)
Mr. Strickland, the Chairman of the Fairfax County Park Authority Board, thanked EQAC for the work it does and read from a written statement, which is attached.  The written statement was included within a larger packet of information that had been provided to each EQAC member.  His comments stressed the Park Authority’s commitment to environmental stewardship and education and noted a variety of related efforts, including:  

· Educational brochures and programs.

· Implementation of low impact development practices.
· An Invasive Management Area volunteer program.

· The Sully Woodlands Master Plan (a comprehensive park planning effort within the Cub Run and Bull Run watersheds).

· Partnerships with other environmental organizations and volunteers.

· Proactive involvement to address impacts to parks from proposed road projects and other major development projects.

· A variety of other activities enumerated in a series of tables provided within the information packet.

Mr. Strickland stressed the need for dedicated funding for the Park Authority’s natural resource management program, noting that such funding has been limited to date.  He commended the efforts of Park Authority staff and noted the progress that has been made on stewardship issues, citing in particular the Natural Resource Management Plan and the Cultural Resource Management Plan.  He stated that the Park Authority is now at a critical stage where significant progress cannot continue absent additional staff and funding.  He also, however, expressed optimism at what could be done with additional investment.
Mr. Strickland noted that the next park bond is scheduled for 2008 and that an increase in the authorized bond amount is being sought in order to address major stewardship needs.  He concluded his remarks by commending the board and EQAC for their environmental efforts and by stressing that the Park Authority considers EQAC to be a strong partner in its stewardship efforts.

After reading his prepared comments, Mr. Strickland assured EQAC that the Park Authority would review EQAC’s concerns regarding athletic field lighting issues.  He also stated that he stands ready to work with EQAC as it pursues improved integration of the county’s environmental efforts.  He stated that the Park Authority has asked for $150 million for the next bond and requested EQAC’s assistance in supporting this request in order to further the Park Authority’s stewardship efforts.

Chairman Koch expressed her view that integrated planning is a key, overarching issue.  She invited the Park Authority Board to meet with EQAC to discuss this idea further and noted key concerns identified in the Land Use and Transportation chapter of EQAC’s Annual Report.  She noted that EQAC would need to more precisely identify such opportunities and needs.  Mr. Strickland stated that he would be pleased to enter into this discussion.
Bob McLaren commended the development of the Park Authority’s Natural Resource Management Plan.  He asked Mr. Strickland to elaborate on the linkages between the Sully Woodlands Master Plan and watershed planning activities.  Mr. Strickland noted that over 4,000 acres of parkland in the Cub Run and Bull Run watersheds was planned comprehensively and in coordination with the development of the watershed management plan for these watersheds; he indicated that the consideration of the park planning and watershed planning linkages was instrumental in ensuring that roughly 80% of the parkland in these watersheds would remain undisturbed, largely because of watershed benefits.  Mr. McLaren commended the integration of park planning and watershed planning efforts.

Bob McLaren noted that EQAC has supported the Park Authority’s efforts within the Annual Report and within its resolutions, but he also noted a recommendation for a realignment of staff within the Park Authority.  Mr. Strickland stressed that there is a need for more staff with biological science backgrounds and that a realignment of existing staff resources would not sufficiently address this need.  
Bob McLaren expressed support for an aggressive bond effort.

Mr. Crandall noted two major wildlife management problems:  deer and geese.  He noted that these issues were discussed in a joint EQAC/Park Authority Board meeting in 2005.  Mr. Crandall also commended a Park Authority/Earth Sangha program at the Marie Butler Levin Preserve through which invasive plants are removed and native trees are planted.  Mr. Strickland stressed the need for a holistic, naturalistic approach to wildlife management.

Chairman Koch thanked Mr. Strickland and expressed her support for further coordination.

3.  Paulette Marshall
Ms. Marshall raised concerns about sound pressure waves impacting her apartment in the Montebello Condominium community on Richmond Highway (between the City of Alexandria and Beacon Hill).  She noted that her family has lived in the same condominium unit since 1986 and that, since 2005, they have been adversely affected by sound pressure waves that are almost inaudible but that nonetheless have created severe distress.  She stated that members of her family have experienced sleep deprivation and ear pain; the ears pick up a shrill high-pitched noise that is, at times, a steady tone but can also be characterized as a clicking, faint ringing, or pulsing noise at times.  She stated that sometimes a buzzing sound is heard in one of the bedrooms and that pressure on the eardrums is painful.  She added that, often on awakening, ear canals are swollen.  She indicated that she did not know if the source of the problem was radar or microwave radiation.
Ms. Marshall stated that her family has taken a number of actions to have this issue addressed, including contacting Supervisor Hyland’s office, Senator Warner’s office, Congressman Moran’s office and the Federal Communications Commission.  She stated that a technician from USA Mobility took a reading and found a strong signal at 871.3 MHz (microwave radiation).  She also noted that a senior agent with the FCC took readings in October and concluded that radiation affecting the unit was within FCC guidelines.  She indicated that the agent did not deny that they were getting hit by radiation but suggested that they consider causes other than radiofrequency electromagnetic fields.  She added that a Fairfax County zoning inspector would soon take sound pressure level readings, although she noted that the problem is worst at night, when nobody is available to take readings.

Ms. Marshall stated that she had purchased an educational tool to make audible what would otherwise be inaudible.  She played a cassette recording of sounds from about nine days ago, as run through this educational tool.
Chet McLaren asked if there were other similar adverse reactions in the condominium building.  Ms. Marshall replied that she did not believe so but knows that others have sleep problems and headaches.
Ms. Koch requested that EQAC be kept apprised of the results of the sound pressure level test to be conducted by the zoning inspector.
4.  John Byrne
Mr. Byrne stated that had had a presentation prepared but that he wanted to present it to Chairman Connolly first.  He stated that the presentation addresses global warming and what the county can do to address this issue.  He suggested the ability for the county to encourage a concentration of global warming businesses in Fairfax County.  He referenced a discussion that was held earlier in the day at a meeting of the board of supervisors’ Environmental Committee and noted that the county is doing lots of things internally that support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.  He also noted that citizens can do things on their own to reduce such emissions as well.  He asked what the county can do to get utilities to pursue efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Chairman Koch requested that Mr. Byrne provide a copy of the presentation that he made to Chairman Connolly.  Subsequent to the public hearing, Mr. Byrne satisfied this request; a copy of the presentation has been provided to all EQAC members and is available for review in the office of the Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning.
Chairman Koch asked Dr. Agazi if the county is conducting an energy audit.  Dr. Agazi replied that a memorandum had been presented to the board’s Environmental Committee addressing what the county is doing relating to the climate change issue.  He added that the Facilities Management Department is always looking at ways to save money, and the implementation of energy conservation efforts is being pursued.  He stated that he would e-mail the memorandum to any interested member. 
5.  Mark Tipton
Mr. Tipton read from a written statement, which is attached.  He stated that he is a member of Fairfax Citizens for Responsible Growth but that he was addressing EQAC as an individual.  His comments addressed two issues:  environmental hazards associated with wet stormwater detention ponds and environmental hazards associated with outdoor synthetic turf athletic fields.
Mr. Tipton’s concerns regarding wet stormwater detention ponds referenced a statement that had been submitted by Dr. Cate Jenkins to the Planning Commission in 2004.  He stressed issues associated with pollution from Canada Geese, tree loss and periodic dredging.  He recommended that the county place a moratorium on the construction of new large stormwater detention ponds; he recommended the use of underground vaults instead.

With respect to synthetic turf fields, Mr. Tipton alluded to an article entitled “Hazardous Chemicals in Synthetic Turf” and expressed concern about the breakdown of the turf over time and the resulting generation and transport of rubber pellets.  He expressed concern about the transport of these rubber pellets into the soil and into streams and the harmful chemicals and metals that could be released into the environment.  He stressed the need to investigate the environmental risks of synthetic turf fields before the county constructs additional fields.  He provided a photo of an area within Nottoway Park within which a synthetic turf field is proposed and questioned the replacement of natural woodlands with artificial turf fields and ponds.  The photo is attached to Mr. Tipton’s statement.

Mr. Crandall noted that the Environment, Parks and Recreation Committee of the McLean Citizens Association had studied the synthetic turf issue and that the primary concerns related more to wash-outs of material during heavy rains and the transport of particulates from the fields into nearby streams.  He expressed his view that the chemical hazards associated with these fields are minimal, particularly in comparison to rubber wearing off of motor vehicle tires every day.  With respect to the particulate issue, he suggested that this could possibly be dealt with through the installation of sediment traps.  

Ms. Koch thanked Mr. Tipton for bringing these issues to EQAC’s attention and suggested that EQAC could look at these issues more closely.
6.   Catherine Voorhees
Ms. Voorhees identified herself as a resident of the Hollin Hall neighborhood.  She expressed her concern regarding waivers of best management practice requirements that have been granted in conjunction with residential development that is occurring by-right through development on small lots that have until recently been developed with one house on two lots.  As this character of lots is prevalent in Ms. Voorhees neighborhood, she is concerned about the implications of continued development on these small lots and the cumulative impact of BMP waivers.  She noted that the runoff characteristics of this development had not been anticipated by the Little Hunting Creek Watershed Management Plan and questioned why waivers are being granted in light of recommendations in the watershed management plan.
Bob McLaren asked for clarification regarding the number, locations, and types of waivers that have been granted.  He expressed concern about what appeared to be a piecemeal granting of waivers without a consideration of potential cumulative impacts.

Chairman Koch suggested that there was a need for a paper trail that will allow for EQAC follow-up.  Ms. Voorhees agreed to provide additional information.  Subsequent to the public hearing, Ms. Voorhees sent several e-mails providing more details, including copies of her presentation slides and a table listing waivers that have been granted in the Hollin Hall neighborhood.
7.   David Schnare
Dr. Schnare expressed concern about discussions that have been occurring about global climate change and the county’s role regarding this issue.  He noted a report that had been presented by staff to the board of supervisors on this issue as well as a related discussion at the board’s Environmental Committee meeting earlier in the day, and he expressed his concern about the need for better consideration of scientific information that questions many of the broadly-held assumptions regarding global climate change.  He noted a recent editorial in the Wall Street Journal entitled “Global Warming Gag Order” (a copy of which was provided by Dr. Schnare) on the broader scope of this matter.  He noted that many of the assumptions that are commonly held as “fact” have been contested and stressed that, before agreeing to a commitment to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by a certain amount, the implications of such actions as they relate to other environmental needs should be considered.  He expressed his concerns that funds that may be used to support global warming reduction actions could detract from more urgent and pressing environmental needs in the county.  He also expressed concern about growth that has occurred since 1990 and that a commitment to adopt the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement (modeled after the Kyoto Protocol and requiring a 7% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions by 2012, based on a 1990 baseline) would be impractical.

Dr. Schnare’s verbal comments presented a short summary of a more detailed set of written comments, which is attached. 
8.  Ross Shearer

Mr. Shearer requested that EQAC add a new section to its Annual Report to address global warming and related concerns (greenhouse gas emissions).  He also recommended that EQAC members view the movie “An Inconvenient Truth.”
Mr. Shearer stated that global warming is a serious problem with sound science supporting this conclusion.  He called for county decision-making that is viewed within the context of carbon dioxide emissions.
Closing
Ms. Koch thanked everyone for coming out and participating.

The public hearing was adjourned at approximately 8:55 P.M.  



