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Environmental Quality Advisory Council 
April 14, 2010 Meeting, 7:15 pm, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
 
Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)     
George Lamb (Vice Chairman, At-Large)    
Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)       
Frank Crandall (Dranesville)      
Frank Divita (Braddock) 
Marie Flanigan (Providence) 
Ned Foster (Springfield)     
Johna Gagnon (Lee)      
Robert McLaren (At-Large)  
David Ouderkirk (Hunter Mill) 
Glen White (Mason) 
Larry Zaragoza (Mount Vernon) 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT  
      
Ben Swanson (Student Member) 
Rich Weisman (Sully) 
  
STAFF  
 
Kambiz Agazi 
Takisha Cannon 
Craig Carinci 
Mike Congleton  
Noel Kaplan  
Lieutenant Chris Marsh 
James Patteson 
Kate Vasquez 
 
OTHERS PRESENT  
 
Jennifer Cole, CleanFairfax Council  
Robert Hofrichter, Virginia Department of Transportation 
Ben Smith, Clean Fairfax Council 
 
1. Panel discussion on visual blight issues:  Illegal signs and cigarette butts 
 
Jennifer Cole, the Executive Director of Clean Fairfax Council, which works on litter prevention and 
recycling promotion, provided an overview of their work specific to issues and solutions for illegal signs 
and cigarette butt litter.  (Presentation available)  She also provided Clean Fairfax Council’s “Report a 
Litterer” brochure that was new to some members and recognized as a valuable tool for outreach and litter 
prevention.   
 
Mike Congleton, Chief, Zoning Enforcement Branch, Department of Planning and Zoning, made clear 
that the authority and responsibility for illegal signs rests with Virginia Department of Transportation.  
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Mr. Congleton gave a brief history of the county’s role in sign regulation.  Virginia counties used to have 
such authority but the volume was too great.  Ensuing legislation prescribed different requirements for 
Fairfax County than all other counties in the state, resulting in a process that was too cumbersome and 
costly to implement.  The process enabled the county to split fines with the state but provided that signs 
for “public events,” for example a car dealer announcing an event, could stay up for 3 days.  This required 
that signs be photographed, monitored for the 3-day allowance, then removed and stored for court 
challenges.  This legislation also allowed political signs to remain in place for the length of the campaign 
until 3 days after the election.    
 
Mr. Congleton pointed out that Adopt-a-Highway programs provide participants with the authority to 
simply remove all illegal signs, in VDOT rights-of-way, within their 2-mile jurisdictions. 
 
Robert Hofrichter, Virginia Department of Transportation, described the state’s role and emphasized that 
any advertizing on VDOT lands is illegal; however, out of the entire state only Fairfax County cannot 
enforce the prohibition, VDOT and Adopt-a-Highway participants (as agents of the state) can.  VDOT 
staff resources are limited; Adopt-a-Highway programs are very effective.   
 
In summary, the current legislation appears to be unworkable for Fairfax County to effectively protect its 
citizens and environment as intended by the law and enabled in all other Virginia counties. 
 
Lieutenant Chris Marsh, Fairfax County Police Department, stated that the police have authority to 
remove and enforce only if signs are causing a safety hazard.  The Sherriff’s Department has more 
authority.  With regard to cigarette butt litter, he stated that it is considered littering and punishable with 
up to a year in prison and up to $2,500 fine.  Enforcement is difficult because littering is a misdemeanor, 
therefore, police officers must observe the offense.  Lt. March recommended an educational campaign, 
and also noted that judges take a very dim view of littering.      
 
A handout on “Advertising Signs on Highway Right of Way,” including several URLs for reference and 
the Adopt-a-Highway Program, including contact information; and a sample letter to litterers reported 
through the “Report a Litterer” program, were provided. 
 
 
2. Discussion of the proposed Stormwater Fiscal Year 2011 Spending Program with a stormwater 

service district tax rate increase to $0.015/$100 of assessed real estate value—James Patteson, 
Director, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services 

 
James Patteson and Craig Carinci, DPWES, presented a copy of the “FY11 Stormwater Program and 
Project Plan,” prepared in response to a request from the Board of Supervisors for an explanation as to 
why the increase from $0.010 to $0.015 is necessary and how it would be used.  The plan provides a 
thorough explanation, specific to the maintenance of county stormwater infrastructure.  It does not 
address Chesapeake Bay TMDLs or stormwater regulations, which are still evolving.  The plan focuses 
on what will be done with the additional $0.005 and notes what the county is up against, for example, “At 
current funding levels, it is estimated that the reinvestment cycle for stormwater infrastructure is well over 
$1,000.” 
 
Council members committed to follow up with their Supervisors to highlight the plan and voice EQAC 
support for the increase.       
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3. Consideration of a draft resolution regarding air quality monitors 
 
Larry Zaragoza started the discussion by noting that the Mt.Vernon air quality monitor (targeted for 
closure) consistently records higher ozone levels than the other county monitors.  Frank Divita pointed 
out that ozone, as the pollutant of concern, is a regional issue that can be addressed by the Lee District 
monitor in conjunction with others in the DC area.  There was some discussion as to whether a single 
remaining monitor in conjunction with others is adequate for ozone as a regional issue; and a discussion 
of the rationale for retaining the monitors with the highest readings.  Another key aspect of the issue is the 
legal requirement that monitors that have shown non-compliance, as Mt. Vernon has, cannot be shut 
down.  The County Attorney has stated that such monitors cannot be shut down under federal regulations; 
however, the county has turned over responsibility for the monitors to the state.  
 
A motion was made by Bob McLaren that EQAC take the position that the Mt. Vernon monitor be 
retained, seconded by Linda Burchfiel.  The motion was approved by a vote of 11-1, with Frank Divita 
opposing. 
    
4. Consideration of a draft resolution regarding the Plan Amendment proposal for Tysons Corner 
 
George Lamb noted that the consensus of the Tysons Task Force is to push for higher densities to support 
transit oriented development.  Stella Koch described the Task Force’s approach to assign different 
densities as trade-offs for environmental concessions and stormwater control.  She stated that traffic 
controls including a street grid have to happen in order to support the densities required for buy-in from 
developers who in return will provide environmental amenities. 
 
George Lamb made a motion for an EQAC to write a letter supporting the basics of the Tysons Task 
Force recommendations with the densities to make the requested environmental and transportation 
amenities work.  Stella Koch seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 11-1, with 
Frank Crandall opposing. 
 
5. Establishment of a Student Member Search Committee  
 
Bob McLaren volunteered to chair the Student Member Search Committee, supported by Ben Swanson 
and Marie Flanigan as committee members.  Larry Zaragoza agreed to serve as a backup in case Bob 
McLaren needed to recuse himself because of a conflict.  Recommendations are needed by the June 
EQAC meeting. 
 
6. Establishment of an Environmental Excellence Awards nomination review committee 
 
Glen White, Robert McLaren and Ned Foster volunteered to serve as the  Environmental Excellence 
Awards nomination review committee.    
 
7. 2010 Annual Report on the Environment 
 
Noel Kaplan reviewed and updated chapter author assignments, the time line for production and the 
agency information request materials. 
 
8. Approval of the minutes of the February 25, 2010 meeting - Frank Crandall moved for approval, 
seconded by Larry Zaragoza.  The motion was approved by a unanimous vote, with Johna Gagnon 
abstaining. 
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9. Approval of the minutes of the March 10, 2010 meeting - Frank Crandall moved for approval, 
seconded by Larry Zaragoza.  The motion was approved by a unanimous vote, with Stella Koch and Bob 
McLaren abstaining. 
 
10. Chairman’s Items 
 
Stella Koch reminded members of the need to talk to Board members regarding the $0.015 for 
stormwater.  She also noted the results from a clean up event in Great Falls. 
 
11. Council Member Items 
David Ouderkirk reported that the Tree Commission is launching a Tree Stewards program, and will be 
providing information at the April 24 Earth Day Arbor Day event at NOVA, Annandale Campus.  George 
Lamb also noted the Earth Day/Arbor Day event. 
 
Johna Gagnon noted that a draft watershed plan for Accotink Creek was anticipated in July. 
 
Johna Gagnon questioned EQAC’s effectiveness as a member of the Fairfax Joint Local Emergency 
Planning Committee and asked if EQAC should request to be removed from this committee.  Discussion 
of the issue was tabled in order to allow for information to be gathered regarding the circumstances under 
which EQAC was added to this committee. 
 
12. Staff Items 
 
Noel Kaplan and Kambiz Agazi noted that the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Coordinating 
Committee (EECCC) is working on a community-wide greenhouse gas emissions inventory project with 
George Mason University and that GMU could provide a briefing on this effort along with staff briefings 
on the Committee and on Cool Counties-related efforts (which, at that time, had been scheduled for the 
May 12 meeting).  He noted that staff would be looking for an EQAC member to serve as a liaison to the 
committee in regard to the greenhouse gas inventory project and asked for EQAC to designate a 
representative to the workgroup.  Linda Burchfiel volunteered to serve on the workgroup. 
 
Noel Kaplan noted that, in addition to the EECCC and Cool Counties briefings, staff was asked to invite 
someone from Arlington County to brief EQAC on Arlington’s efforts to track long-term energy use in 
LEED certified buildings within the county.  He noted that he discussed this request with Arlington 
County’s energy manager and green building coordinator, neither of whom indicated that the county was 
monitoring, or requiring the monitoring and reporting of, energy use from any LEED buildings aside from 
county facilities.  As such, it was agreed that there was no need to ask staff from Arlington County to 
attend this discussion. 
 
Noel Kaplan reported that the Director of the Office of Public Private Partnerships had asked him to 
provide a briefing about EQAC to a delegation from the Anhui Province in China.  He indicated that he 
could provide a copy of his presentation to anyone who was interested. 
 
Noel Kaplan noted that the next meeting of the Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee was 
scheduled for June 29 from 10:00 until 12:00 in conference rooms 9 and 10 of the Government Center. 
 
Noel Kaplan noted that the next meeting of the Planning Commission Environment Committee was 
scheduled for April 29 and that the focus of the meeting would be on stormwater management.  He noted 
that the next committee meeting addressing green buildings was scheduled for June 24. 
 
Noel Kaplan reviewed future meeting agendas. 
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Kambiz Agazi announced that the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ Board of Directors 
had fairly recently established a Climate, Energy and Environment Policy Committee and that the 
committee had developed an action plan.  He indicated that he’d provide a URL for this action plan. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 PM.    


