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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, February 11, 2015 

TIME:  7:15 P.M. 

PLACE: Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
 

Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)  

Larry Zaragoza (Vice Chair, Mt.Vernon) 

Matthew Baker (Student Member)  

Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)    

Frank Crandall (Dranesville)   

Johna Gagnon (Lee)  

Ken Lanfear (Hunter Mill) 

Alex Robbins (Providence) 

David Smith (Braddock) 

Rich Weisman (Sully)  

Clyde Wilber (Springfield) 

     

MEMBERS ABSENT  
 

George Lamb (At-Large)    Glen White (Mason) 

Robert McLaren (At-Large) 

     

 

STAFF  
 

Kambiz Agazi    Noel Kaplan

 

 

GUESTS 

 

Kate Bennett      Ed Monroe 

Craig Carinci      Peggy Sanner 

Claire Cooke      Brian Schoester 

Katie Cooke      Elaine Tholen 

Shannon Curtis     Danielle Wynne 

Kimberly Joe 

      

 

Chair Stella Koch called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. 
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Briefing from the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services on water 

quality monitoring programs  

 

Matters discussed: 

 Briefing from Shannon Curtis, Monitoring Program Coordinator, Stormwater Planning 

Division 

o History of water quality monitoring in Fairfax County 

o Stream biological monitoring program—assessment of stream conditions 

throughout the county using an annual Stream Quality index  

o Dry weather screening to uncover illicit discharges; staff tracks down sources 

o Wet weather screening targeting areas with high pollution potential 

o Watershed monitoring to evaluate water quality trends 

o Partnership with U.S. Geological Survey--Accotink Creek bacteria source 

tracking, 2002-4  

o Monitoring of innovative stormwater management best management practices 

o Studies of water quality considerations in several lakes 

o Parternship with USGS on stream gaging study  

 Examination of effectiveness of stormwater BMPs and associated 

watershed-level responses.    

o Conclusions: 

 Monitoring is necessary, and expensive;  

 Stream conditions have changed little, so far, but lag may exist;   

 Floodplains, wetlands, and other preserved natural areas are providing 

beneficial functions. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:   Noel Kaplan to provide copies of the presentation to all members. 

 

 

Briefing from DPWES and Fairfax County Public Schools on stormwater education efforts 

in the public schools 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Briefing from Danielle Wynne, Ecologist, Stormwater Planning Division, DPWES, and 

Elaine Tholen, Environmental Educator, Fairfax County Public Schools 

 “Eco Inventory” of FCPS schools (numbers of schools interested and active in a range of 

environmental efforts) 

 Overview of Get2Green efforts in schools  

 DPWES’s two major education campaigns with elementary schools:  Stormy the 

Raindrop; and A Field Guide to Fairfax County’s Plants and Wildlife  

 Water Quality Field Days at elementary schools 

 Meaningful watershed education experiences at middle schools 

 Career days and science fairs 

 Sewer Science program at high schools 

 Stream Crime Investigation at high schools—demonstration provided 
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 Discussion of inclusion of pollinators in curriculum 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:  Noel Kaplan to provide copies of the presentation to all members. 

 

 

Briefing from DPWES on the status of the county’s MS4 permit 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Briefing from Kate Bennett, MS4 Program Coordination Section Chief, Stormwater 

Planning Division 

 Overview of MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) permit—the permit expired 

in 2007 and has been administratively continued since then 

 Permit extent based on outfalls from county storm sewers 

 Overlap with the Virginia Department of Transportation noted 

 Goal of reduced stormwater runoff and no illicit discharges  

 EPA approved Draft Permit February 2, 2015 after eight years of negotiation and work.  

Draft permit not perfect, but acceptable to staff—flexibility to allow for compliance 

consistent with county goals—the county can tailor the program to meet its needs. 

 New permit anticipated by July 2015. 

 Discussion of grandfathering provisions associated with the permit 

 Discussion of process through which the Board of Supervisors will consider 

correspondence to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality in regard to the 

permit 

 Discussion of implementation needs, particularly for items with short-term deadlines 

(e.g., two years) 

 Discussion of whether or not EQAC needed to make a recommendation on this issue; 

EQAC chose to not develop a recommendation. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:   

 Noel Kaplan to provide copies of the presentation to all members. 

 EQAC identified for future discussion the need to consider the benefits of the county’s 

MS4 investment (with aesthetic benefits of stream restoration noted). 

 

 

Consideration of EQAC comments on the MITRE building energy technology report 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Consideration of a draft memorandum to the Planning Commission regarding the MITRE 

building energy technology report and related staff perspectives document. 
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 The emphasis in the MITRE report on overall energy performance rather than 

prescription—MITRE’s stress on buildings as systems and the need to evaluate them 

holistically (e.g., LEED
®

 and Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR
®

). 

 The Tysons-specific scope of the MITRE report and the Planning Commission 

Environment Committee’s broader, countywide perspective. 

 Concern by some members that the report was not more supportive of renewable energy 

sources; overall EQAC support for renewable energy. 

 EQAC support for building energy reporting. 

 Support by at least one other member for the approach suggested by MITRE and 

addressed in the staff perspectives document. 

 Cost considerations associated with solar energy systems and whether an example cited 

in the staff perspectives document was appropriate. 

 The approach of the MITRE report to focus on the current time frame and not anticipated 

future energy-related developments.  

 Concern about the extent of EQAC member review of the documents. 

 Discussions by the Planning Commission’s Environment Committee, and particularly the 

issue of whether certain aspects of green building design should be emphasized over 

others; the committee’s support to date for giving equal weight to the various green 

building components.  

 

Motions made:  

 Larry Zaragoza moved that comments be prepared by EQAC expressing support for the 

staff perspectives, along with support by the county for renewable energy and reporting.  

Ken Lanfear seconded the motion. 

 

Record of the vote: 

 The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 Larry Zaragoza and Ken Lanfear agreed to draft a revised letter for circulation to all 

members present for the vote, with members advising as to whether the revised letter is 

consistent with the motion. 

 Upon completion of this review, the revised memorandum will be transmitted to the 

Planning Commission Environment Committee, with a copy to the Board of Supervisors. 

 

 

Approval of January 21, 2015 Minutes 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Suggested revision to the draft per a suggestion from Edward Monroe (one of the public 

hearing speakers). 

 Deferral of approval of other meeting minutes. 
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Motions made:   

 Larry Zaragoza moved approval of the January 21, 2015 meeting minutes as revised.  

Linda Burchfiel seconded the motion. 

 

Record of the vote: 

 The motion was passed unanimously, with Clyde Wilber abstaining. 

 

Follow-up actions:   

 Per standard practice, Noel Kaplan will post the approved minutes on EQAC’s website 

and notify Supervisors offices of the approval.  

 

 

Review of issues identified at January 21 Public Hearing and Scheduling of EQAC agenda 

items  

 

Matters discussed: 

 Noel Kaplan’s summary of issues identified at the public hearing—whether he had 

accurately captured the scope of issues discussed, and what EQAC would like to schedule 

agenda discussions on. 

 It was noted that two items are already on the agenda for upcoming meetings:  an 

overview of environmental issues in the budget, and deer management. 

 Noel Kaplan noted a change needed to the section addressing solid waste issues. 

 Other discussion was deferred. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:  None. 

 

 

Preparation for the March 11, 2015 joint meeting with the Environmental Coordinating 

Committee 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Identification of issues for discussion at the joint meeting.  The following issues were 

identified: 

o A briefing on the Deer Management Program audit. 

o The County Executive’s FY 2016 advertised budget plan. 

o County efforts relating to energy conservation and efficiency in the community. 

o Status of the Energy Action Fairfax effort. 

o Pollinators. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:   

 Noel Kaplan agreed to circulate to all members the running list of potential meeting 

agenda items. 
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Freshwater mussels and the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality’s proposed 

ammonia criteria 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Clyde Wilber briefly outlined the threat to mussels and related efforts at the federal level 

to revise an ammonia standard; he noted potential implications to sewage treatment 

plants. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:   

 Clyde Wilber was asked to draft a memo for EQAC’s consideration regarding the 

proposed criteria for ammonia as they relate to freshwater mussels.  The memorandum 

would ask the Board of Supervisors to ask Wastewater staff to determine if there would 

be a potential for the proposed criteria to have a high cost, and, if so, to ask the state to 

not impose those costs without addressing habitat needs. 

 

 

Chairman’s items 

 Chairman Koch noted that this would be David Smith’s last meeting. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:  None. 

 

 

Council Member items 

 

None. 

 

 

Staff items 

 

 Student member search materials. 

 Upcoming Planning Commission Environment Committee meetings. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:  Noel Kaplan will proceed with the student member search process as 

proposed. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 pm. 

 

 


