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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  

COUNTY OF FAIRFAX  

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL (EQAC)  

MINUTES  

DATE: November 12, 2015 

TIME: 7:15-10:07 PM  

LOCATION: Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
 

Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)   Kenneth Lanfear (Hunter Mill) 

Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)   Paul Pitera (Braddock) 

Johna Gagnon (Lee)    Katrina White (Student Member) 

Richard J. Healy (Mason)   Clyde Wilber (Springfield) 

George Lamb (At-Large) 

      

MEMBERS ABSENT  
Larry Zaragoza (Vice Chairman, Mount Vernon)      

Frank Crandall (Dranesville)  

Robert McLaren (At-Large) 

Alex Robbins (Providence) 

Rich Weisman (Sully) 

 

STAFF  
Kambiz Agazi     Noel Kaplan  

 

Visitors 

Monica Billger 

Kent May 

Mike May 

Susan Miller (Fairfax Water)  

Charles Murray (General Manager, Fairfax Water) 

 

 

Briefing from Charles Murray, General Manager, Fairfax Water on Fairfax 

County’s water supply system.   

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Presentation from Charles Murray on Fairfax Water 

 Facilities and Service were described. 

 Mission and approach were described. 

 Planning for the Future was described including interjurisdictional agreements to 

manage low flows in the Potomac River. Current agreements and facilities are 

sufficient through 2035.  After 2035, plans are in process to utilize quarry storage 

near Occoquan. 
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 System reliability. Two sources of water supply; three water treatment facilities—

system is integrated.  Fairfax Water has constructed dedicated power lines to the 

main electrical transmission system. For the pumping stations, backup power has 

been installed.  Additional elevated storage has also been added.   

 Areas Added. The acquisition of the City of Fairfax System and the Falls Church 

system and connections to the Washington Aqueduct was described.  These 

additions include much older pipe and as a result the number of pipe breaks has 

increased.  Investment in pipe repair and replacement has increased to address 

this.  

 Asset maintenance includes valve and hydrant exercise, proactive asset 

replacement and active leak detection and repair.  

 Emerging Pollutants testing program is in place. Some are detected; however the 

treatment system removes 90% or more.  Fairfax Water is encouraging the 

Washington aqueduct to invest in treatment similar to Fairfax Water.  

 Source water protection plans are in place; however, there is limited ability to 

enforce protection. Source water protection issues include salt, above ground 

storage tanks, rail car accidents, petroleum pipelines and Dulles Airport de-icing.  

ICPRB (Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin) runs the area wide 

source water protection coordination.  

 

 Questions and comments from EQAC members: 

 Concern about the low flow agreement for the Potomac River—the low flow 

figures are not based on science/ecology and are of particular concern in light of 

the designation of the Potomac Gorge as a World Natural Heritage Site. 

 Who should people call to report sinkholes in yards?  Charles Murray:  If water is 

surfacing in the yard, call Fairfax Water. 

 What issue does EQAC need to focus on with the Board of Supervisors?  Charles 

Murray: Source water protection issues may be the most important county-related 

issue; the Potomac Source Water Protection Partnership at ICPRB was noted.  

Difficulty in removing road salt was noted as a concern—excessive use of road 

salts could be an issue. 

 Concern about transport of hazardous chemicals in trains.  A recent exercise on 

this issue was noted. 

 Concern raised about pipeline transport.  Charles Murray:  There has been 

considerable coordination between Colonial Pipeline and Fairfax Water. 

 Land use concerns were noted.  Charles Murray:  Nutrients, sediment and salt are 

of concern.  With respect to salt, there is a huge chlorine demand in the treatment 

process. 

 De-icing of planes at Dulles noted as a concern, in that the operations occur 

upstream of Broad Run, which flows into the Potomac River above Fairfax 

Water’s intake.  Charles Murray:  Ethylene glycol is food grade—it’s not toxic 

but creates an odor issue.  Considerable improvements noted at Dulles Airport—

dedicated pads are used for treatment, and drainage is contained, but major events 

are still of concern—it’s much better but not perfect.  This is also a stream issue 

given the high BOD associated with the material. 
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 Microplastics were identified as a concern.  Charles Murray:  No evidence of a 

threat to drinking water.  Fairfax Water already has treatment processes to remove 

extremely small particles (to address cryptosporidium). 

 Fracking and uranium mining were noted as potential issues.  Charles Murray 

noted that the fracking issue had essentially been addressed, and he referenced 

concerns that had been raised by Fairfax Water regarding the potential for 

uranium mining in Virginia. 

 

Motions made: None 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 Invite ICPRB to provide a briefing to EQAC on source water protection efforts.  

 Consider including in the next Annual Report a discussion of the source water 

issue and perhaps a request for legislation to address nanotechnology concerns. 

 

 

2015 Annual Report on the Environment—Wrap-up  

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Preparation for the November 17 presentation to the Board of Supervisors 

 Noel Kaplan’s perspectives on the report: 

 The report continues to expand in length—both the summary report and 

detailed report are considerably longer than they were when EQAC first 

presented the two report format. 

 The designation of content and copy editors improved the process 

considerably—the EQAC editors picked up on issues/errors that he didn’t, and 

his reviews complemented the editors’ reviews by identifying a number of 

substantive issues and conflicts that the editors did not.  The extra “sets of 

eyes” resulted in substantial improvements to the report. 

 The new process did not, though, reduce the amount of time needed for 

review and production of the report, nor did it reduce the extent of overtime 

he needed to work in October and early November.  He attributed this to the 

sheer length of the report, suggesting that the process remains, in his view, 

unsustainable in the long term.   

 There were improvements resulting from the “front loading” of the process, 

but a number of chapters/sections were not submitted for editing and 

formatting until October, and only a few were ready prior to September 1.   

 He questioned if the report needed to grow as large as it has gotten and 

suggested that the summary report in particular could be pared down in length 

considerably.   

 Ken Lanfear’s perspectives on the report: 

 There were improvements this year, although there should be a number of 

additional improvements made next year. 

 Of particular concern are:  1) The need for better references for sources in the 

main report; 2) the provision of more specific requests to the agencies that 
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provide information along with requests that the responses be concise; 3) a 

reduction in the length of the summary report sections; and 4) a reduction in 

redundancy among chapters/sections (e.g., the overview of activities of the 

Alice Ferguson Foundation is only needed in one chapter/section). 

 He will provide a more thorough review and set of recommendations at a later 

date. 

 

Motions made: None 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 

 Several EQAC members will attend the November 17 presentation of the Annual 

Report to the Board of Supervisors. 

 EQAC agreed to devote a portion of the February meeting [since moved back to 

the March business meeting] to this discussion.  Both Ken Lanfear and Noel 

Kaplan will provide additional guidance at that time. 

 

 

Approval of meeting minutes:  Deferred 

  

 

Chairman’s items 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Finding a permanent home for the gavel that John DeNoyer made in the 1990s. 

 

Motions made: None 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 

 Noel Kaplan will coordinate with Keith Cline on the Chairman’s request. 

 

 

Council member items 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Green Breakfast at 8:30 A.M. on Saturday morning (at Brion’s Grill). 

 Tax incentives for solar panels in relation to an effort to install solar panels on 

schools—both student and principal support are needed.  Concerns about long-

term maintenance needs if solar companies go out of business. 

 Request for EQAC discussion of solar energy systems for schools and 

nonresidential buildings.  Kambiz Agazi indicated that he could provide a point of 

contact at the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality. 
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 A recent Colonial Pipeline spill and a related extensive discussion by the Fairfax 

Joint Local Emergency Planning Committee. 

 Dominion power is providing a $50 incentive to allow them to pick up old 

refrigerators. 

 

Motions made: None 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 

 The issue of solar energy for schools and nonresidential buildings will be added to 

the list of potential future agenda items—Kambiz Agazi indicated that he could 

provide a short briefing. 

 

 

Staff items 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Public Hearing confirmed for January 12, 2016.  

 The December EQAC meeting may include urban forestry, VDOT and/or ICPRB.  

EQAC expressed a preference for an ICPRB briefing if VDOT would not be 

available. 

 Planning Commission Environment Committee meeting on December 3. 

 Board of Supervisors direction for a review of the Board’s Environmental 

Agenda. EQAC will have a role in this review, but this role has yet to have been 

defined. 

 

Motions made: None 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 

 Noel Kaplan will move forward with publicity for the public hearing. 

 A discussion of the review of the Environmental Agenda will be added to the 

March EQAC/ECC meeting agenda. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:07 P.M. 


