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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

TIME:  7:15 P.M. 

PLACE: Hidden Oaks Nature Center, Annandale, VA 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
 

Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)  

Larry Zaragoza (Vice Chair, Mt. Vernon) 

Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)  

Frank Crandall (Dranesville)    

Johna Gagnon (Lee) 

Rick Healy (Mason) 

Robert McLaren (At-Large) 

Ken Lanfear (Hunter Mill) 

Paul Pitera (Braddock) 

Alex Robbins (Providence) 

Rich Weisman (Sully) 

Katrina White (Student Member) 

Clyde Wilber (Springfield) 

  

     

MEMBERS ABSENT  
 

George Lamb (At-Large)  

     

STAFF  
 

Kambiz Agazi    Noel Kaplan

 

GUESTS 

 

Scott Cameron      Brian Rustia 

Bernadette LeMasters     Tomas Rustia 

Joe Mondoro      Trish Wotowiec 

 

 

Briefing on the FY 2017 Fairfax County budget process 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Briefing from Joe Mondoro, [then] Acting Chief Financial Officer and Acting Director of 

the Office of Management and Budget 

o Overview of budget preparation process; February release of the County 

Executive’s proposed budget. 

o Budget guidance from Board of Supervisors. 

o Revenue projections; anticipated deficits for county and public school spending. 

o Lines of Business process. 

o Environmental programs:  Anticipation of proposed steady funding for 

Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) projects; anticipated increase in 
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proposed Stormwater Service District tax rate.  Discussion with EQAC about 

budgeting for EIP projects. 

 

 Suggestion from Linda Burchfiel that savings from energy efficiency projects funded 

through the EIP should be applied to future EIP projects. 

 Questions from Stella Koch regarding what percentage of the budget goes to the Fairfax 

County Park Authority (answer:  approximately 0.65 percent of the General Fund, with 

additional FCPA funds generated by revenues) and whether increases are anticipated for 

FCPA’s natural resources functions (answer:  not built into FY 2017 projections). 

 Question from Rich Weisman regarding disposition of Fairfax County Public School 

funds for environmental efforts (answer:  This is entirely within FCPS’s purview; the 

Board of Supervisors does not earmark FCPS funding). 

 

Motions made: None. 

 

Follow-up actions:  None. 

 

 

Discussion of development of EQAC legislative proposals for the 2016 General Assembly 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Formalization of EQAC’s August consensus supporting a recommendation to the Board 

of Supervisors to retain the Board’s previous position regarding plastic and paper bags. 

 

Motions made:  

 

 Larry Zaragoza moved approval of a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to 

retain its position in its next legislative program regarding plastic and paper bags.  Bob 

McLaren seconded the motion. 

 

Record of the vote:  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 

 Communication to the legislative staff in the County Executive’s Office of EQAC’s 

recommendation. 

 

 

2015 Annual Report on the Environment—chapter/section reviews 

 

Issues addressed, motions made and records of votes are included within each portion of this 

summary. 
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 Hazardous Materials 

o Johna Gagnon moved for the approval of the chapter as submitted.  Larry Zaragoza 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

 Noise 

o After providing background on the proposed recommendation, Linda Burchfiel moved 

for the approval of the chapter as submitted.  Johna Gagnon seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously. 

 

 Environmental Crimes and Concerns 

o Noel Kaplan provided background information about this section.  Johna Gagnon moved 

for the approval of the section as presented, while keeping the discussion of the dump site 

entry open pending further information.  Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion, which was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 Air Quality 

o Rich Weisman provided guidance on proposed changes to an earlier draft of the 

comments. 

o Rich Weisman moved for approval of chapter as revised.  Larry Zaragoza seconded, but 

the motion was withdrawn after Kambiz Agazi suggested adding language explaining 

reasons for the county no longer performing certain roles.   

o Stella Koch recommended that a revised comment #2 be prepared with guidance from 

Kambiz Agazi on staff air quality functions.  Rich Weisman accepted this suggestion. 

o Rich re-motioned approval of chapter with language inserted acknowledging the county’s 

role, as discussed.   Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion, which was approved 

unanimously. 

 

 Ecological Resources 

o Bob McLaren provided an overview of changes that were made to the chapter but 

requested Ken Lanfear’s review of the text regarding countywide tree canopy per Ken 

Lanfear’s role as content editor of the report. 

o Bob McLaren moved for approval of the chapter as submitted, subject to corrections from 

Ken Lanfear regarding tree canopy.  Ken Lanfear seconded the motion. 

o Larry Zaragoza requested the addition of a discussion of fall cankerworm control in light 

of EQAC’s extensive consideration of that issue.  He stressed the need to convey that the 

county has taken a balanced approach on this issue.  Ken Lanfear suggested that wording 

from EQAC’s resolution should be recognized.  Bob McLaren agreed to add a sentence 

to the chapter regarding EQAC’s recommendation. 

o Rich Weisman referenced proposed recommendation #2, which addressed funding for 

implementation of the Park Authority’s Natural Resource Management Plan.  He 

expressed his continued disagreement with the identification of such funding as a 

priority.  Stella Koch expressed her view that the recommendation was not challenging 

the extent of Park Authority resources that are dedicated to recreational uses but instead 

was recommending additional resources for natural resource management efforts on top 

of what would be needed for recreational needs.  Both she and Bob McLaren stressed that 

there is support on the Park Authority Board for this recommendation.  Stella Koch noted 
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the use of revenues from cell phone towers supporting natural resource management 

efforts.  Bob McLaren noted that the Invasive Management Area program is a beneficiary 

of this effort.  Rich Weisman clarified his position—he indicated that he was not opposed 

to the chapter but that he didn’t want the Chairman’s letter to stress this issue. 

o The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 Wildlife Management 

o Frank Crandall noted that the table on page 396 needed to follow the strikeout actions on 

page 398. 

o Frank Crandall addressed Ken Lanfear’s previous requests and Johna Gagnon’s concerns 

about the recommendations and antecedents; he noted that Ken Lanfear’s comments had 

been incorporated into the revised draft. 

o Frank Crandall moved for approval of chapter as corrected.  Johna seconded the motion, 

which was approved unanimously. 

 

 Light Pollution 

o Frank Crandall noted the need for a correction to page 72 of the summary section:  The 

third bullet should be deleted. 

o Frank Crandall moved for the approval of this section as corrected.  Clyde Wilber 

seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

 Climate Change and Energy 

o Larry Zaragoza reviewed proposed changes to recommendations.  He clarified that the 

focus of the first recommendation would be on land use and sea level rise.  Clyde Wilber 

asked if this was the most critical issue for this chapter.  Stella Koch suggested the 

addition of language identifying seal level rise as a priority issue.  Ken Lanfear identified 

the need for copy editing.  There was additional discussion regarding the extent to which 

this issue should be prioritized and whether this should be a comment or a 

recommendation.  A number of changes to the proposed language were made. 

o For recommendation #2, which addressed the energy dashboard concept, Kambiz Agazi 

noted that the referenced discussion was at the Board of Supervisors’ Environmental 

Committee and not at a Board meeting.  Larry Zaragoza agreed to a revision to clarify 

this. 

o For recommendation #4, which addressed solid waste as it relates to greenhouse gas 

emissions, Kambiz Agazi noted that the county does not landfill waste and that the 

reference to such landfilling would be inappropriate.  Larry Zaragoza agreed to a revision 

to correct this error. 

o Larry Zaragoza moved for approval of the chapter as revised per the discussion.  Rich 

Weisman seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

 Water Resources 

o Stella Koch provided background on her chapter and noted that the summary report 

section was in the process of being prepared.  She highlighted what she viewed as the 

“big messages” for the Board of Supervisors. 
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o Stella Koch reviewed her proposed recommendation for a 0.25 cent increase in the 

Stormwater Service District tax rate, with a commitment to continued increases in the 

future.    

o Stella Koch moved for the approval of the chapter.  Bob McLaren seconded the motion, 

which was approved unanimously. 

 

 Solid Waste 

o Clyde Wilber noted that considerable changes still needed to be made and recommended 

that consideration of the Solid Waste chapter be deferred to the October meeting. 

o Clyde Wilber highlighted the following issues, and each issue generated discussion:   

 Enforcement of illegal dumping (recognizing recent discussions about dump sites). 

 Concern about what we report as our recycling rate, in that it is not what it would 

seem to be—glass does not get recycled and degrades the quality of other recyclables.  

He suggested reporting of what is actually recycled (or perhaps an estimate) as 

opposed to tonnage of materials collected for recycling.  The difficulty of doing this 

was discussed. 

 Suggestions as to a process to revise what we collect and don’t collect for recycling 

(i.e. a reevaluation of single stream recycling) and a related public awareness 

program. 

 The issue of truck traffic relating to multiple trash collection companies serving 

individual communities. 

o The above discussion included some thoughts about a recommendation for a bottle bill, 

although there were concerns raised about that idea. 

o Further consideration and approval of the chapter were deferred to the October meeting. 

 

 General Assembly appendix 

o The appendix was approved by consensus. 

 

 Scorecard 

o Noel Kaplan reviewed the status of this section.  Several sections continued to need 

EQAC member input. 

 

 

2015 Annual Report on the Environment—Chairman’s letter 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Identification of recommendations to prioritize in the Chairman’s letter.  The following 

were identified preliminarily, for continued discussion in October:  budget 

recommendations (i.e., the Stormwater Service District rate, an ecologist position in the 

Park Authority); a plan to address sea level rise impacts/redevelopment issues).  A 

suggestion was made to add the issue of restoring an Assistant Wildlife Biologist 

position. 

 

Motions made:  None 
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Follow-up actions:  The discussion will continue in October. 

 

 

Approval of meeting minutes 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Approval of the minutes of the February 11, 2015 EQAC meeting. 

 

Motions made: 

 

 Johna Gagnon moved approval of the minutes as drafted.  The motion was seconded by 

Linda Burchfiel. 

 

Record of the vote: 

 

 The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of members present, with Clyde Wilber 

and Bob McLaren abstaining. 

 

Follow-up actions:   
 

 The approved minutes will be posted to EQAC’s website, and an e-mail will be sent to all 

Board of Supervisors’ offices to advise them of the availability of the minutes on-line. 

 

 

Chairman’s items 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 The Environmental Excellence Awards will be presented on October 6. 

 Request from Stella Koch to find a place to display the gavel that had been made by John 

DeNoyer (a past EQAC Chairman) in the 1990s. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:   
 

 Stella Koch agreed to present the awards. 

 Noel Kaplan to work with Keith Cline on the display of the gavel. 

 

 

Council member items 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Enforcement of sign requirements (i.e., advertising signs that are often posted illegally)  
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 Request from Katrina White for guidance on an Annual Report cover design—she 

suggested a photo from the Scotts Run Nature Preserve. 

 Support for stream restoration efforts. 

 A program from Dominion through which Dominion will pay to collect working 

refrigerators or freezers; inclusion of a reference to this effort in the Solid Waste chapter. 

 Announcement from Bob McLaren that he has requested not to be reappointed when his 

term expires. 

 Clyde Wilber to miss the October meeting; he has asked Stella Koch to lead the 

discussion of the Solid Waste chapter review. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:   
 

 The sign enforcement issue will be added to the list of potential future meeting agenda 

items. 

 

 

Staff items 

 

Issues addressed: 

 

 Future meeting agenda items. 

 Preferred date for EQAC public hearing 

 Planning Commission Environment Committee meetings on October 7 and October 21 to 

discuss the MITRE energy report and electric vehicle infrastructure report 

 Next meeting of the Board of Supervisors Environment Committee is October 27 at 1:00 

P.M. 

 

Motions made:  None. 

 

Follow-up actions:   
 

 Noel Kaplan will try to reserve a room on January 13, 2016 for the public hearing.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 


