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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, October 10, 2012 

TIME:  7:15 P.M. 

PLACE:  Hidden Oaks Nature Center, Annandale, Virginia 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

 

Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)   Frank Divita (Braddock) 

Larry Zaragoza (Vice Chairman, Mt.   George Lamb (At Large) 

    Vernon)      Talia Schmitt (Student Member) 

Jeff Allcroft (Springfield)    Rich Weisman (Sully) 

Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)    Glen White (Mason) 

Frank Crandall (Dranesville) 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

 

Robert McLaren (At-Large)    Johna Gagnon (Lee) 

 

STAFF 

 

Kambiz Agazi      Noel Kaplan 

 

The meeting of the Fairfax County Environmental Quality Advisory Council was called to order 

by Chair Stella Koch at 7:15 pm. 

 

1.  Consideration of a resolution regarding stormwater management for school projects 

     

 Deferred. 

 

2.  Consideration of a resolution regarding options for Dulles Toll Road ramp 

connections to Tysons Corner 

 

George Lamb moved approval of the resolution as drafted.  Larry Zaragoza seconded the 

motion.  George Lamb provided background regarding the “resolved” statements.  The 

two “resolved” statements were modified such that they would recommend specific 

actions of the Board of Supervisors.  The resolution as revised was adopted by a 

unanimous vote of members present. 

 

Noel Kaplan will transmit the resolution to the Board of Supervisors.  Tom Biesiadny, the 

Director of the Fairfax County Department of Transportation, will be copied on the 

transmittal. 
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3.  2012 Annual Report on the Environment:  Status and Review of Chapter Drafts 

 

a.  Land Use and Transportation 

 

Moved by Frank Divita; seconded by George Lamb.  Discussion:  Comment #1 should be 

moved to the “accomplishments” section.  For comment #5, George Lamb will provide 

clarification on the last two bullets.  A consensus was reached to authorize George Lamb 

and Noel Kaplan to make clarifications consistent with the intent of the comments and 

recommendations discussed and any revisions made. 

 

EQAC discussed why comments 3 and 4 were not in the recommendations section; a 

broader discussion of comments vs. recommendations ensued. 

 

George Lamb agreed to add text to comment 3 to note that EQAC intends to study the 

issue of transit utilization over the course of the next year. 

 

George Lamb agreed to rewrite the third-to-last paragraph of recommendation 1 to 

recognize that the Area Plans Review process has completed and that the focus is now on 

the Fairfax Forward work plan.  George Lamb also agreed to add a discussion of Fairfax 

Forward to the text of the chapter. 

 

George Lamb agreed to split the first recommendation into “background” and 

“recommendation” sections in order to highlight what EQAC is asking the county to do.  

There was discussion regarding the planimetric data layer, but no modifications were 

suggested to recommendation 2. 

 

The comments and recommendations as revised, with additional revisions to be made per 

the discussion, were approved unanimously. 

 

 

 b. Water Resources   

 

Moved by Stella Koch; seconded by Larry Zaragoza.  EQAC discussed whether or not 

anything more needed to be said about the county’s lawsuit against the Environmental 

Protection Agency.  The discussion led to a consensus to leave the text the way it is.  

During a discussion later in the meeting, Stella Koch agreed to add a paragraph to her 

chapter about uranium mining and its potential threats to drinking water supplies. 

 

The motion was approved unanimously. 
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 c. Solid Waste  

 

As there were no proposed recommendations or comments, there was not a motion or a 

vote on this chapter.  EQAC members accepted the chapter by consensus.  There was, 

however, discussion about two issues: 

 

 Groundwater contamination from the I-95 Landfill.  Jeff Allcroft noted that 

DPWES saw improvements this year.  It was agreed that EQAC should look into 

this issue in greater depth over the next year and ask the Department of Public 

Works and Environmental Services to brief EQAC on landfill monitoring and 

leachate. 

 Composting.  EQAC agreed to revise the chapter next year to add a discussion 

regarding composting. 

 

 

 d. Hazardous Materials 

 

Moved by Glen White; seconded by Rich Weisman.  Glen White noted that he was 

pleased with the household hazardous waste collection events and that EQAC did not 

need to focus on this in its recommendations.   

 

Stella Koch requested that the Fire and Rescue Department be asked to identify what the 

county has lost with the loss of the Environmental Hazards Investigation Section of the 

Health Department. 

 

Glen White agreed to add text to this chapter regarding the Pre Disaster Recovery Plan 

exercise that was held early in 2012. 

 

The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 

 e.  Wildlife Management 

 

Moved by Linda Burchfiel; seconded by George Lamb. 

 

Frank Crandall noted that recommendations did not change from last year and that the 

chapter text was updated with current data. 

 

The motion was approved unanimously. 
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f. Light Pollution  

 

Moved by Rich Weisman; seconded by Larry Zaragoza. 

 

Frank Crandall noted that he had added text to the chapter regarding LED fixtures on trail 

lighting, suggesting a possible recommendation next year for more widespread use of 

LED lighting. 

 

Stella Koch suggested adding an update on and/or changes to the lighting ordinance as a 

future agenda item. 

 

The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 

 g. Noise  

 

Moved by Linda Burchfiel; seconded by Larry Zaragoza. 

 

Per EQAC’s discussion and consensus, Linda Burchfiel agreed to revise the 

recommendation such that a specific site for replacement of a decommissioned noise 

monitor would not be referenced. 

 

Frank Crandall reported that Dranesville residents remain concerned about aircraft noise.  

 

 

 h.  Chairman’s Letter 

 

EQAC engaged in a lengthy discussion of priority recommendations for the Chairman’s 

letter.  The following were identified as the key items to highlight in the letter: 

 

 Support for an additional ½ cent for the Stormwater Service District rate, along with 

support for incorporation of protective measures in the new stormwater ordinance. 

 Support for funding to provide follow-on efforts to the Energy Action Fairfax 

program. 

 Support for additional funding for natural resource management efforts by the Fairfax 

County Park Authority. 

 

Larry Zaragoza agreed to assist Stella Koch with the verbiage of the item addressing 

Energy Action Fairfax.   
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There was also a discussion of areas for which EQAC should thank the county for 

particular efforts.  The following were identified: 

 

 Progress in land use efforts. 

 School efforts as highlighted in the Fairfax County Public School Spotlight section. 

 Maintenance of the remote household hazardous waste events. 

 Leadership on energy efficiency. 

 Thank BOS for supporting climate change education in  

 

Stella Koch moved approval of a letter incorporating the above guidance.  Larry 

Zaragoza seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

i. Additional items 

 

Per a discussion regarding uranium mining, EQAC agreed to not include this issue in the 

Chairman’s letter but instead to have Stella Koch add a discussion in her chapter 

regarding potential impacts of uranium mining to drinking water supplies.  Noel Kaplan 

was asked to provide each member with a copy of the National Academy of Sciences 

report on uranium mining.  Stella Koch requested that each member discuss this issue 

with their Board members. 

 

Noel Kaplan stated that all revisions needed to be submitted to him by October 26 in 

order for the report to stay on track for a November 20 presentation.  

 

 

4. Approval of the minutes of the July 11, 2012 EQAC meeting 

 

George Lamb moved approval of the minutes as presented, with a correction to reflect 

George Lamb’s attendance at that meeting.  Rich Weisman seconded the motion, which 

was approved unanimously. 

 

 

5. Approval of the minutes of the August 8, 2012 EQAC meeting 

 

 Deferred. 

 

6. Approval of the minutes of the September 12, 2012 EQAC meeting 

 

Rich Weisman moved approval of the minutes with one revision as identified by Noel 

Kaplan.  Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion and recommended a revision to the 



Minutes of the October 10, 2012 meeting of the Environmental Quality Advisory Council 

Page 6 DRAFT      
 

summary of his council member item.  Rich Weisman agreed to this revision.  The 

motion as revised was approved unanimously. 

 

 

7. Chairman’s items 

 

Stella Koch discussed the presentation of the Environmental Excellence Awards, noting 

that Amy Gould organized an informal lunch after the presentation for the winners and 

nominators. 

 

Stella Koch noted that she had met with Bill Bouie, the Chairman of the Fairfax County 

Park Authority Board, to discuss the upcoming joint FCPA/EQAC meeting. 

 

 

8. Council member items 

 

Rich Weisman noted the lack of political signs in highway medians this year, noting an 

agreement between political parties to not post signs.  He asked if EQAC could take 

credit for this outcome. 

 

Rich Weisman noted that a final report had been provided regarding Energy Action 

Fairfax, and he was checking to see if this report could be shared with EQAC. 

 

Talia Schmitt noted an event at the National Wildlife Federation in Reston at which 

Elaine Tholen highlighted the Get-to-Green effort.  She noted that there was substantial 

interaction among schools at this event. 

 

George Lamb noted the upcoming Green Breakfast on November 10 and a Coalition for 

Smarter Growth tour of Merrifield. 

 

 

9. Staff items 

 

Noel Kaplan noted the following: 

 

 Presentation of the Energy Task Force report was scheduled for the October 16 Board 

meeting. 

 The November EQAC meeting has been moved to Thursday, November 15 in order 

to accommodate the County Executive’s schedule. 
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 The joint EQAC/FCPA Board meeting has been scheduled, tentatively, for December 

12. 

 If EQAC is interested, a briefing on the solid waste program can be provided at the 

December 12 meeting.  EQAC agreed to schedule this briefing. 

 The Planning Commission’s Environment Committee would meet next on November 

29 to wrap up its work on the green building policy review and to discuss a process 

for reviewing a report from the MITRE Corporation on electric vehicle charging 

infrastructure. 

 The next Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee meeting will be held on 

November 27 at 2:30 P.M. 

 A citizen contacted Noel Kaplan in regard to the review of sign requirements.  She 

was advised to come to EQAC’s public hearing and to send an e-mail.  She may 

follow-up. 

 All three of EQAC’s legislative recommendations were considered at the September 

18 meeting of the Board’s Legislative Committee. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 


