
EQAC / ECC Joint Meeting 
Wednesday, March 9, 2016 @ 5pm 

Conference Rooms 4&5, Government Center 
 

Brief Summary of the FY 2017 Advertised Budget Plan 
 
 
 

General Budget highlights: 
 

- The County Executive’s FY 2017 Advertised Budget Plan includes a 4-cent increase in the 

Real Estate Tax Rate from $1.09 per $100 of assessed value to $1.13 per $100 of 

assessed value*. The proposed General Fund budget for Fiscal Year 2017 (July 1, 2016, 

through June 30, 2017) is $3.99 billion. Proposed expenditures for all funds total $7.45 

billion and reflect an increase of $318.94 million, or 4.47 percent over the FY 2016 

Adopted Budget Plan (the total of all appropriated funds includes the General Fund as 

well as other appropriated funds such as state and federal grants). 

 

- The average increase in residential assessments (value) countywide for FY 2017 is 

projected to be is 1.64 percent. This means that based on the recommended 4-cent 

increase the FY 2017 Real Estate taxes per typical household will increase $303.86 in FY 

2017. Nonresidential real estate values (such as commercial) is projected to 

increase 2.87 percent on average. Note: The value of a penny on the Real Estate Tax 

Rate is $23.3 million in FY 2017. Each penny change in the tax rate equals an average 

$53 on a taxpayer’s bill.  

 

- The recommended transfer to Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) for operations is 

$1.88 billion, a 3 percent, or $54.75 million increase over the current budget. Including 

support for school construction and debt service, the amount allotted for schools is 52.2 

percent of the FY 2017 Advertised Budget Plan. The county is also providing an 

additional $84.7 million for programs such as Head Start, school health, school resource 

officers, school crossing guards, behavioral health, after-school programming, field 

maintenance and recreation programs. The proposed budget transfer to FCPS is $68 

million less than the FCPS superintendent’s proposed FY 2017 budget. This difference is 

approximately equal to a real estate tax rate increase of 3 cents.  

 

 

 

 



Summary of Additional Proposed Budget Recommendations for Environmental Initiatives: 
 
FY 2017 funding of $535,000 has been included for environmental initiatives. FY 2017 projects 
were selected based on the project selection process supported by the Environmental Quality 
Advisory Council (EQAC). The selection process includes the application of specific project 
criteria, review of proposals from County agencies, and identification of projects for funding. 
 
Specific funding levels include: 
 

♦ An amount of $150,000 is included to continue the Invasive Plant Removal Program. 

The Park Authority manages this volunteer program, as well as other invasive 

removal initiatives.  These programs restore hundreds of acres of important natural 

areas, protect tree canopy, and reach thousands of volunteers. Currently more than 

12,000 trained volunteer leaders have contributed 37,400 hours of service since the 

program’s inception in 2005, improving over 1,000 acres of parkland.  

  

♦ An amount of $5,000 is included for the Green Purchasing Program. This program is 

designed to support limited term staff to assist in clearly specifying environmental 

attributes during the County’s procurement process.  Fairfax County has a current 

inventory of over 2,400 contracts and emphasizing environmental attributes such as 

recycling, energy efficiency, durability and reduced toxicity during the procurement 

process can contribute to the purchase of green products, creating fiscal and 

environmental savings.  

  

♦ An amount of $75,000 is included for the Watershed Protection and Energy 

Conservation Matching Grant Program.  This program is intended to support the 

Energy Education and Outreach initiatives and promote community engagement 

around sustainability and conservation issues. Specifically, the Watershed Protection 

and Energy Conservation matching grant program will provide financial incentives 

to empower homeowners through their associations to implement on‐the‐ground 

sustainability projects. The initiative will build on current programs that provide 

technical assistance, hands‐on support, outreach and education to Fairfax County 

homeowners and residents.  Projects will improve water quality, reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions and conserve energy and water.  The $75,000 program funding level 

will include printing and materials, matching grants of $500 ‐ $3,500 up to $30,000 

total for all grants and one limited term full‐time position to support the program, 

conduct outreach and education, site assessments, inspections and other 

responsibilities.  

  



♦ An amount of $105,000 is included for lighting retrofits and upgrades at Fairfax County 

Park Authority facilities for energy efficiency and conservation.  Lighting will be 

upgraded to LED fixtures and lighting controls will be installed to manage operating 

hours more efficiently. These energy saving retrofit replacements will reduce 

approximately 80 percent of energy usage, improve lighting, reduce the Greenhouse 

gas inventory and contribute to the dark skies initiative.  

  

♦ An amount of $95,000 is included to install Water Smart web‐based irrigation 

controllers utilizing ET (Evapotranspiration) weather technology at the remaining 

Park facilities that have existing irrigation systems.  Smart irrigation controllers poll 

local weather data and review soil conditions on a daily basis to automatically 

schedule watering times.  Along with weather monitoring, smart irrigation controllers 

monitor water flow, which allows the system to report out via text or email any leak 

or system malfunction.  The system will also shut off all water completely if it detects 

a major main line break.  With weather and flow monitoring, smart irrigation 

controllers can reduce water irrigation consumption and pumping by 20 to 40 

percent.  This in turn can result in a 10 to 20 percent electrical savings as well.   

  

♦ An amount of $55,000 is included to install Variable Frequency Drives (VFDs) at five 

RECenter pools. A VFD is a type of adjustable‐speed drive used to control motor 

speed by varying motor input frequency and voltage.  VFDs have been shown to 

increase performance in pool pumping applications.  A VFD could save up to 60 

percent or more on a pumpʹs electricity usage.  The pool pump will operate more 

efficiently, which will result in cost savings to the County due to lower electricity use 

and reduced maintenance costs.  

  

♦ An amount of $50,000 is included to construct a protected bike lane demonstration 

project in Tysons on Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Right‐of‐Way 

(ROW). Every year, VDOT repaves select roadways throughout Fairfax County.  In 

conjunction with VDOT’s repaving work, Fairfax County Department of 

Transportation (FCDOT) has successfully created over 50 miles of bicycle 

facilities.  This demonstration project will build upon the existing coordination efforts 

with VDOT to create the County’s first protected bike lane on Westbranch Drive from 

Jones Branch Drive to Westpark Drive in Tysons Corner that will be part of the 

County’s bicycle network.  A protected bike lane is a required safety enhancement in 

certain areas because of the high volume and proximity of automobile traffic to the 

bicyclists.  

  



In addition, an amount of $58,140 has been provided in a Contributory Fund (10030)**, 

to continue partnering with two non‐profit agencies to support tree planting efforts 

throughout the County.  
 

One final item of note – as you know, in its 2015 Annual Report on the Environment, EQAC had 
recommended an increase of ¼ cent in the storm water service district rate over the current 
rate of 2.50 cents per $100 of assessed Real Estate Value.  This increase is included in the 
County Executive’s FY 2017 Advertised Budget Plan. 
 

Provide Your Input: 
 Attend a Town Hall Meeting 
 Sign up to attend a public hearing at the Government Center on the proposed FY 2017 

Budget:  
o April 5, 4 p.m. 
o April 6, 1 p.m. 
o April 7, 1 p.m. 

 Email your feedback and comments to dmbinfo@fairfaxcounty.gov through mid-April. 
(Please note that due to the volume, individual responses will not be possible). 

 Get county budget updates via texts or email, including on the Lines of Business process, 
by subscribing to Fairfax Alerts. 

 
As a reminder, budget decisions are not final until the budget is adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors on Tuesday, April 26. Once approved, the FY 2017 Budget becomes effective on July 
1, 2016.  
 

*The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors voted Tuesday, March 1 to advertise a 4-cent cap 
increase of the Real Estate Tax Rate to $1.13 per $100 of assessed value consistent with the 
County Executive’s Advertised Budget.  
 

** Fund 10030, Contributory Fund, was established in FY 2001 to reflect General Fund 

support for agencies or organizations that receive County contributions. Contributory 

funding is in compliance with the Board of Supervisors’ policy to make General Fund 

appropriations of specified amounts to various nonsectarian, nonprofit or quasi-

governmental entities for the purpose of promoting the general health and welfare of the 

community. Contributory agency positions are not part of the County merit system and 

funding for all contributory agencies is reviewed annually. Each request is reviewed on 

the basis of the benefit to Fairfax County citizens, contractual or regional commitments, 

the responsibilities of state agencies, and a prior County commitment of funding.   
 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/fy2017/advertised/fy2017_town_hall_meetings.htm
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk/speaker_bos.htm
mailto:%20dmbinfo@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts/

