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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

DATE: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 

TIME: 7:15 P.M. 

PLACE: Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)  

Larry Zaragoza (Vice Chair, Mt.Vernon) 

George Lamb (At-Large) 

Alex Robbins (Providence) 

Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)  David Smith (Braddock) 

Hana Burkly (Student Member)  Glen White (Mason) 

Frank Crandall (Dranesville)  Clyde Wilber (Springfield) 

MEMBERS ABSENT  
Johna Gagnon (Lee)  Michael Sanio (Hunter Mill) 

Robert McLaren (At-Large) Rich Weisman (Sully)  

STAFF  

Kambiz Agazi  Mary Ann Welton 

Domenic Scavuzzo 

GUESTS 

Stephen Walz Adanna Woodson 

Stormwater Update:  Craig Carinci, Director, Stormwater Planning Division, DPWES.  

Matters discussed: 

- Overall drivers of the county’s stormwater program. 

- The county re-lined and repaired over 19,000 linear feet of storm sewer in 2013.  The 

smaller diameter of the pipe is offset by a smoother surface.  Multiple linings have not been 

tried but may be feasible in the future.  Clyde Wilber suggested that it is possible to expand 

existing pipes with new technology--this has not yet been done in the county. 

- Dam safety and facility rehabilitation—Dredging the county’s PL-566 lakes and other 

stormwater management facilities produces a significant volume of material that must be 

properly disposed of.  Dredged material for Lake Barton was processed at the Lorton landfill 

into topsoil.   

- Emergency and flood response. In 2013 the county responded to eight flood response and 20 

snow response events. 

- Stormwater regulatory program:  Primary focus is on the administration and compliance 

with the county’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System permit and TMDL requirements. 

- Stream monitoring program— slight improvement overall in Stream Quality Index. The data 

that were used to determine the Stream Quality Index were collected from a small number of 

randomly selected sites each year.  
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- Overview of projects, including non-structural and structural.   Summary of projects 

completed between FY 2009 and FY 2013. 

- Watershed Management Plan policy/action recommendations. 

- Stormwater funding history. 

- Overview of Stormwater FY 2015 budget. 

- Examples of completed projects, including flood mitigation, outfall restoration, stream 

restoration, pond retrofits and low impact development. 

- Stream restoration is used to stabilize stream banks, re-engage the natural flood plain and is 

currently a cost-effective method to meet Chesapeake Bay TMDL requirements.   Stream 

and outfall restorations can cost as much as $1,700/linear foot.  The county has completed 60 

water quality projects since 2009. 

- LID practices are becoming more common, especially as part of the development of 

individual residential lots. There is still concern about the long term responsibility for LID 

maintenance and inspection on private residential lots.  

 

Motions made: 

- None 

 

Follow-up actions: 

- Possible EQAC tour of a stream restoration project. 

 

Discussion regarding concern about funding of ongoing projects through annual 

Environmental Improvement Program funding 

 

Matters discussed: 

- Review of draft memorandum to the Board of Supervisors. 

- Relationship of the Park Authority’s Invasive Management Area program to the 

Environmental Improvement Program.   

- Desire of the Fairfax County Park Authority to defer a joint EQAC/ FCPA Board meeting 

until a new Natural Resources Manager is brought on board. 

 

Motions made: 

- Stella Koch moved approval of the memo as revised per the EQAC discussion.  David 

Smith seconded the motion. 

 

Record of the vote: 

- A minor change was made to the memorandum, and the motion as revised was approved 

unanimously. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

- Transmittal of a signed memorandum to the Board of Supervisors. 

- Future discussion of funding for the Invasive Management Area program. 
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Follow-up discussion on EQAC’s May 14 consideration of the issue of potential hydraulic 

fracturing in the George Washington National Forest  
Matters discussed: 

- Steve Walz was available to answers questions and offer guidance on the factual content 

of the draft EQAC position paper on hydraulic fracturing.  He was there to offer his 

technical guidance as an individual/resource and not on behalf of the Virginia 

Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy, for which he served in the past as Director.  

- Several technical points were clarified or corrected.  The complexity of the issue was 

noted, as was the desire for EQAC to be accurate in what it would send forward to the 

Board of Supervisors. 

- Steve Walz emphasized the importance of inspections of drilling operations and provided 

an overview of the state’s regulatory context, including stormwater and disclosure 

measures. 

- There was additional discussion regarding an Environmental Protection Agency study 

that is under way in regard to implications of hydraulic fracturing to drinking water 

resources; concern about potential implications of bromide. 

- There was debate about the need to retain within the memorandum a reference to benefits 

of hydraulic fracturing. 

- There was additional discussion regarding the need for adequate financial assurance.  

- EQAC reviewed the draft memorandum that was approved per a vote at the May 2014 

meeting and identified a number of revisions per its continuing review and discussion: 

o Deletion of a paragraph addressing exemptions to federal environmental laws. 

o Deletion of a paragraph addressing greenhouse gas emissions. 

o Addition of guidance regarding studies that are under way in regard to water 

supply issues. 

o Identification of a need for resolution regarding implications to water supplies 

before the ban on hydraulic fracturing should be lifted, with a specific reference to 

concern about bromide. 

o Refinement of presentation of additional concerns, including how the concern 

about potential methane emissions is presented. 

 

Motions made: 

- Alex Robbins moved approval of a new version of the memorandum consistent with the 

discussion.  Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion.   

 

Record of the vote: 

- The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

- Clyde Wilber, Larry Zaragoza and Linda Burchfiel will revise the memorandum per the 

discussion, and the revised memo will be circulated to all who voted on it in order to 

ensure consistency with the motion. 
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Preparation for the July 9, 2014 joint meeting with the Environmental Coordinating 

Committee 

Matters discussed: 

 Identification of agenda items for the joint meeting: 

- Noise Ordinance revision. 

- Status of the Wildlife Management Specialist position. 

- Update on development of energy goals. 

- EIP long range funding plan. 

- Staff responses to EQAC’s Annual Report recommendations. 

 

 Identification of agenda items for the business meeting: 

 

- Debris Landfill zoning proposal and related issues pertaining to 

construction/demolition debris waste. 

- EQAC legislative proposals. 

 

Review of future meeting agendas 

Matters discussed: 

Joint meeting with the Fairfax County Park Authority Board possibly in October 

 

2014 Annual Report on the Environment:  Status report 

- Deferred 

 

Identification of an EQAC representative for the Tree Commission 

- No Volunteers for this position 

 

Chairman’s Items 

- Hana Burkly was recognized as a wonderful student member of the council.  She plans to 

attend Georgetown University but deferred until 2015 will be spending a year with her 

family in Thailand then attending Georgetown University in 2015. 

 

Council Member Items 

- None. 

 

Staff Items 

- None.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 PM. 

      


