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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, May 8, 2013 

TIME:  7:15 P.M. 

PLACE: Hidden Oaks Nature Center, 7701 Royce Street, Annandale, VA 

 

  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT  

 

Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)  

Larry Zaragoza (Vice Chairman, Mt. 

Vernon) 

Linda Burchfiel (At-Large) 

Frank Crandall (Dranesville)  

Michael Sanio (Hunter Mill) 

Talia Schmitt (Student Member) 

Glen White (Mason) 

     

MEMBERS ABSENT  
 

Jeff Allcroft (Springfield)    George Lamb (At-Large) 

Frank Divita (Braddock)     Robert McLaren (At-Large)  

Johna Gagnon (Lee)     Rich Weisman (Sully) 

    

STAFF  

Kambiz Agazi      Noel Kaplan 

 

GUESTS 

 

Takisha Cannon     Charles Smith  

 

Call to order:  Chair Koch called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.   

 

DPWES Stormwater Planning Division and Fairfax County Public Schools partnership on 

stormwater management awareness   

 

Matters discussed: 

 Presentation from Takisha Cannon, Stormwater Planning Division, DPWES. 

 A new DPWES “Field Guide to Fairfax County’s Plants and Wildlife” that was 

developed to support Fairfax County Public Schools’ 5
th

 grade fields of science 

curriculum. 

 Other stormwater education efforts directed toward public school students. 

 

Motions made: 

 None. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 None.  
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Update on the revision of the Fairfax County Park Authority's Natural Resource 

Management Plan 
 

Matters discussed: 

 Presentation from Charles Smith, Manager, Natural Resource Management and 

Protection Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority. 

 Key changes proposed to the plan, including a more succinct, more readable structure 

with a focus on broad strategic actions.  

 A revision from seven elements with 111 strategies to five guiding principles, four 

management themes and 25 recommended actions. 

 FCPA hopes to share the 65% draft with EQAC after the Park Authority Board’s May 22 

meeting. 

 Extent of parkland set aside for wildlife vs. accessible to people. 

 The Northern Virginia Regional Commission’s Conservation Corridors effort 

 Natural resource considerations in park master planning. 

 Collaboration and data sharing between FCPA and other county agencies. 

 Outreach efforts. 

 

Motions made: 

 None. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 Charles Smith will share the 65% draft plan when it is available.  

 

 

Establishment of the 2013 Environmental Excellence Awards nomination review committee 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Linda Burchfiel and Glen White volunteered. 

 Noel Kaplan was asked to request that Bob McLaren also serve on this committee. 

 Request from a high school student for a separate award category recognizing school 

organizations (EQAC decided against this, as such organizations can apply under the 

broader “organization” category). 

 

Motions made: 

 None. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 The committee will report back to the full council in July or August.  
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Review of EQAC meeting agendas 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Review of master list of issues identified for EQAC discussion. 

 Agendas for the next several meetings. 

 

Motions made: 

 None. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 Noel Kaplan was asked to schedule a discussion of green hotel design as a tentative 

August agenda item.  

 

2013 Annual Report on the Environment:  Status report 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Status of information requests to agencies. 

 Request for chapter author identification of any additional information request needs. 

 

Motions made: 

 None. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 Agency requests to be made soon by Noel Kaplan.  

 

Approval of the minutes of the April 10, 2013 EQAC meeting  

 

Deferred. 

 

Chairman’s Items  

 

Matters discussed: 

 Review of a presentation at a recent Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee 

meeting regarding the proposed stormwater management ordinance, with a particular 

focus on options available for exemption of single lot residential development from 

ordinance requirements.  

 The current best management practice exemption as it relates to the county’s exemption 

options. 

 A June 12 meeting organized by Chairman Bulova regarding transportation in Fairfax 

County, and whether someone from EQAC should attend this meeting. 

  

Motions made: 

 Stella Koch moved that EQAC prepare correspondence to the Board of Supervisors 

asking the Board to advertise the ordinance with language that would at least mirror the 

county’s current exemption provision tied to an 18% impervious site coverage, with 
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Stella to prepare draft correspondence per this guidance for review of all members 

present at this meeting.  The motion was seconded jointly by Larry Zaragoza and Linda 

Burchfiel. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 Stella Koch will prepare the approved correspondence for circulation to all members 

present at this meeting (in order to confirm from all members that the draft 

correspondence would be consistent with the motion).  Once circulated and reviewed, 

Noel Kaplan will transmit the correspondence, under Stella Koch’s signature, to the 

Board of Supervisors. 

  

Council member items 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Efforts of the Alice Ferguson Foundation and Clean Fairfax. 

 Whether EQAC should have a separate section in its Annual Report addressing 

stewardship/volunteer opportunities. 

 Storm utility tax requirement for Maryland counties. 

 Need for public outreach and education to build support for the county’s stormwater 

management efforts, particularly in light of the stormwater service district tax. 

 An “osprey cam” on Little Hunting Creek. 

 

Motions made: 

 None. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 Glen White agreed to author a new Annual Report section addressing stewardship 

opportunities but stressed that chapter authors need to contribute summaries of 

stewardship efforts that are applicable to their chapters. 

 Larry Zaragoza agreed to draft, for EQAC’s consideration in June, correspondence to the 

Board of Supervisors that would address the need for stormwater management-related 

outreach. 

 

Staff items 

 

Matters discussed: 

 Upcoming meetings on EQAC’s meetings calendar 

 Change of venue for the June 12 EQAC meeting (Government Center, conference room 

8). 

 June 2 deadline for the review of the Park Authority’s Strategic Plan and Balanced 

Scorecard.  EQAC decided against having individual member comments compiled into 

one set—each member should feel free to respond independently. 

 Legislative initiatives/positions calendar—August deadline; EQAC action preferred in 

July. 
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 Student member applications have been received and are being reviewed by EQAC’s 

committee. 

 Upcoming meetings of the Planning Commission’s Environment Committee. 

 A newly-scheduled Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee meeting to discuss 

the stormwater management ordinance—June 11 at 1:00 PM. 

 

Motions made: 

 None. 

 

Follow-up actions: 

 None.  

 

Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:23 pm! 

 


