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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL

MINUTES
DATE: Wednesday, July 9, 2014
TIME: 5:00 P.M.
PLACE: Conference Rooms 9 and 10, Fairfax County Government Center,
Fairfax, VA

MEMBERS PRESENT

Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)
Matthew Baker (Student Member)
Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)
George Lamb (At-Large)

Robert McLaren (At-Large)

MEMBERS ABSENT

Larry Zaragoza (Vice Chairman, Mt.

Vernon
Frank Crandall (Dranesville)

STAFE
Kambiz Agazi
GUESTS

Kristen Auerbach

Randy Bartlett

Laura Grape

Tawny Hammond

David Molchany (by phone)

Alex Robbins (Providence)
Michael Sanio (Hunter Mill)
David Smith (Braddock)
Rich Weisman (Sully)
Clyde Wilber (Springfield)

Johna Gagnon (Lee)
Glen White (Mason)

Noel Kaplan

James Patteson

Lee Ann Shenefiel
John Stokely

Cindy Walsh
Leonard Wolfenstein

The first item on the EQAC agenda was a joint meeting with the Fairfax County Environmental
Coordinating Committee. This summary addresses items from the joint meeting, followed by
items discussed at the regular EQAC meeting.

Joint Meeting

Matters discussed:
¢ Funding of long-term projects, such as invasive species removal through EIP.
o Perspective from David Molchany on the Board of Supervisors decision to not
fund EIP projects in the FY 2015 budget.
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June 2014 memorandum from EQAC to the Board of Supervisors requesting
restoration of FY 2015 EIP funding.

Potential for funding of EIP projects through FY 2014 Carryover decisions in
September.

Relationship of the Invasive Management Area program to the EIP.

e Presentation by Tawny Hammond, Director, Fairfax County Animal Shelter, and Kristen
Auerbach, Communications and Outreach Director, Animal Shelter, concerning the
Wildlife Management Specialist position and general shelter activities.

©)
@)

(@]

o

Numbers of animals taken in by the shelter and adoption rates.

Anticipated changes to the shelter and structural reorganization to move the
Wildlife Management Specialist position under the shelter director.

Education and outreach goal/communications plan—development of a caring,
humane community.

Goal for Animal Services to be an animal resource center regardless of type of
animal (both wildlife and companion animals).

e Proposed amendment to the county’s Noise Ordinance.

(@]

o O O O

Presentation from Lorrie Kirst, Deputy Zoning Administrator.

Impetus behind the proposed amendment.

December 2013 adoption of requirements pertaining to excessive sound.
Overview of proposed revisions.

Process for consideration of the amendment, including an ongoing public
comment opportunity—agoal to send a proposal to the Board of Supervisors in
September.

e Energy Efficiency and Conservation Coordinating Committee—development of energy

goals.

o

o

Development of an energy strategy as a complement to Fairfax County
Sustainability Initiatives and the EIP project selection process, with a focus on
county operations.

Contrast with regional energy planning efforts being overseen by the Metropolitan
Washington Council of Governments’ Climate, Energy and Environment Policy
Committee.

Concern by EQAC members about vulnerability of public investments to climate
change impacts.

e Discussion of effectiveness of staff responses to EQAC Annual Report.

o

General support for the existing process and level of detail in the staff responses.

Follow-up actions:
e The next joint meeting was set for March 11, 2015.

EQAC Business Meeting

Hydraulic fracturing in the George Washington National Forest

Matters discussed:
e Revisitation of EQAC’s correspondence to the Board of Supervisors in light of further
discussion.



Minutes of the July 9, 2014 meeting of the Environmental Quality Advisory Council
Page 3

e ldentification of changes to the June 17 draft revised memorandum.

e Discussion of replacement of the paragraph addressing “maximizing fracking benefits”
with one titled “other considerations,” to recognize the benefits that natural gas may play
while stressing the need for regulations that protect the environment and public health.

Motion:
e Stella Koch moved approval of the revised memorandum with the revisions as discussed.
David Smith seconded the motion.

Record of the vote:
e Approved unanimously, with Bob McLaren and Rich Weisman recusing themselves.

Follow-up actions:
e Transmittal of the approved memorandum to the Board of Supervisors.

Development of legislative proposals for the 2015 General Assembly

Matters discussed:

e Process for consideration of any EQAC legislative proposals.

e EQAC'’s proposals for the 2014 legislative session.

e Possible development of an EQAC position addressing PACE funding.

e Discussion of net metering and agreement to not pursue a position this year in light of a
related study that is under way.

e Discussion of a possible position addressing stormwater/total maximum daily loads that
would allow a county to look at its TMDLs in aggregate.

e Discussion of the presentation given at the joint meeting on deer management and
consensus supporting Chairman Koch’s recommendation to hold off on any
recommendations until the new Wildlife Management Specialist has been in place for a
while.

Motion:
e Clyde Wilber moved to continue to support legislation addressing disposable bags
consistent with past EQAC positions. Stella Koch seconded the motion.

Record of the vote:
e The motion passed unanimously with no abstentions.

Follow-up actions:
e EQAC’s approved position will be transmitted to the County Executive’s Office.
e EQAC agreed to allow for the consideration of additional legislative proposals at the
August meeting.
e Linda Burchfiel agreed to draft a legislative proposal addressing PACE funding, for
consideration by EQAC in August.
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Update on the green building policy revision

Matters discussed:
e Noel Kaplan provided a presentation on the recently-adopted Policy Plan Amendment
that revised the Plan’s green building policy.
e Noel Kaplan reviewed the key issues and concerns that were voiced at the Board of
Supervisors public hearing.
e Interest in follow-up from EQAC’s discussion with Cityline regarding flexibility in
policy implementation relating to hotels.

Motions: None.
Follow-up actions: None.

Update on the status of the Planning Commission review of the MITRE electric vehicle charging
infrastructure report

Matters discussed:
e Noel Kaplan provided a presentation on the status of the Planning Commission
Environment Committee’s review.
Motions: None.

Follow-up actions: None.

2014 Annual Report on the Environment

Matters discussed:
e Consideration of the Air Quality chapter and General Assembly appendix were deferred
until August.
e Need for an author for the Visual Pollution and Environmental Crimes/Concerns sections
of the report.

Motions: None.

Follow-up actions:
e Consideration of several chapters/sections in August and September.

Report and recommendations from the Environmental Excellence Awards Committee
e Deferred until August.

Approval of meeting minutes
e Deferred until August.
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Chairman’s items

Matters discussed:

e Stella Koch referred to the earlier discussion of the proposed amendment to the Noise
Ordinance.

e Stella Koch encouraged members to send well-wishes to Frank Crandall regarding his
recent fall.

e Larry Zaragoza will chair the August meeting in Stella’s absence.

Motions: None.
Follow-up actions:
e Clyde Wilber and Bob McLaren agreed to prepare a draft position on the proposed Noise

Ordinance revision for consideration by EQAC in August.

Council member items

e George Lamb: Next Green Breakfast is July 12—it will feature a presentation from the
Lake Barcroft Watershed Improvement District.

e Michael Sanio: Looking for suggestions for deer management in suburban areas given
prohibition on discharging of firearms.

e Rich Weisman: Concern about a recent Washington Post article regarding bicyclists; he
felt that the article gave a negative view on the benefits of cycling.

Staff items

e Next meetings of the Planning Commission’s Environment Committee will be on July 10
and on July 30; staff encouraged EQAC members to attend.

Adjournment

e The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.



