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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  
COUNTY OF FAIRFAX  

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL (EQAC)  
MINUTES  

DATE: November 29, 2010  
TIME: 7:30-10:25 PM  

LOCATION: Board of Supervisors Auditorium, Fairfax County Government 
Center, with a remote testimony site established in Room 221A (Woodlawn),  

South County Center  
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
 
Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)    Johna Gagnon (Lee)  
George Lamb (Vice Chairman, At-Large)   Robert McLaren (At-Large) 
Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)    Kevin Sun (Student Member)   
Frank Crandall (Dranesville)    Rich Weisman (Sully)  
Frank Divita (Braddock)    Glen White (Mason) 
Ned Foster (Springfield)    Larry Zaragoza (Mount Vernon) 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT  
      
Marie Flanigan (Providence) 
 
STAFF  
 
Kambiz Agazi      Noel Kaplan  
John Bell (South County) 
 
SPEAKERS  
 
Stewart Schwartz (Government Center)  Eleanor Quigley (South County) 
Clyde Miller (Government Center)   John Byrne (Government Center) 
Glenda Booth (South County)   Ned Stone (South County) 
Nathan Farley (Government Center)   Dann Sklarew (Government Center) 
 
OTHERS PRESENT (all at the Government Center) 
 
Melanie Brose   Rekha Nadkarni  Jessie Thomas-Blate 
Robert Brose   Steph Schank   Jim Traweek 
Steven Bruckner  Ross Shearer   Flint Webb 
Thomas Kennedy  Tim Stevens 
 
In addition, a number of staff members from the Department of Cable and Consumer 
Services were present at both the Government Center and South County sites.   
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The meeting was convened at 7:30 P.M. in the Board of Supervisors Auditorium in the 
Fairfax County Government Center.  A remote public hearing testimony site was 
established in room 221A (Woodlawn) of the South County Center, with communications 
between sites established through a two-way audio and visual communication hookup via 
Fairfax County Cable Channel 16.    
 
2010 Annual Public Hearing 
 
Matters discussed: 

• Chairman Koch welcomed all those in attendance, provided introductory remarks, 
and asked EQAC and staff members to introduce themselves.  

• Noel Kaplan reviewed logistical considerations associated with the remote site at 
the South County Center.  He thanked staff from the Department of Cable 
Communications and Consumer Protection, the Department of Information 
Technology and the Office of Public Affairs for making this a reality, and cited 
the following staff in particular: 

 
o Steve Adams 
o David Arnold 
o Val Bey 
o Rick Brosnan 
o Tommy Gamble 
o John Graham 
o Ron Kirkpatrick 
o Michael Liberman 
o Geoff Mattera 
o George Teplanski 
o Jennifer Tuttle 
o Brian Worthy 
o Barbara Zungali 

 
• Mr. Kaplan also thanked John Bell and Bernie Suchicital, Department of Planning 

and Zoning, for providing staff support at the South County site. 
• Mr. Kaplan noted the availability of the 2010 Annual Report on the Environment 

in several formats.   
• There were eight speakers, three of whom provided testimony from the South 

County Center.  Four of the speakers provided written materials at or subsequent 
to the hearing.  In addition, Diane Blust, Stephan Greene, Barbara Scott and Ed 
Tennyson submitted written testimony prior to the public hearing.  A summary of 
the public hearing, including the written materials, is attached and included in 
these minutes by reference.  

 
Motions made: 

• None 
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Follow-up actions: 

• Mr. Kaplan agreed to prepare a draft public hearing summary and draft meeting 
minutes. 

 
Briefing on the inventory of greenhouse gas emissions from county operations 
 
Matters discussed: 

• Overview from Kambiz Agazi of the inventory of greenhouse gas emissions from 
county and Fairfax County Public School operations. 

• Process for development of inventory and protocol used. 
• Use of metric tons of CO2 equivalent as the best proxy measure of emissions. 
• Data collection challenges—could not go farther back than 2006. 
• Data and trends from 2006-2009 in regard to sources from:  electricity (indirect 

emissions); natural gas/propane/fuel oil; vehicles; transit (i.e., Connector buses 
and school buses); and refrigerants. 

• Data and trends from 2006-2009 in regard to agency-specific emissions. 
• Benefits of energy efficiency efforts in reducing per square foot emissions (in 

buildings operated by the Facilities Management Department) from 2006 to 2009 
despite additions of high energy intensive buildings (e.g., Public Safety 
Transportation Operations Center). 

• Data presented is raw data without analysis—analysis is forthcoming. 
 
Motions made: 

• None 
 
Follow-up actions: 

• Staff to update the energy Web page to include information on the inventory 
 
Briefing on the community-wide greenhouse gas emissions inventory 
 
Matters discussed: 

• Progress report from Dann Sklarew, George Mason University, on the 
development of a community-wide inventory of greenhouse gas emissions. 

• General categories and subcategories being incorporated into the inventory. 
• A few snapshots of some of the data—e.g., Washington Gas; Dominion Power; 

Metrorail; annual vehicle miles traveled; livestock. 
• Ability to identify/difficulty in determining offsets (e.g., tree planting) for 

emissions. 
• Process for completing the inventory and reporting results to staff. 

 
Motions made: 

• None 
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Follow-up actions: 

• In response to a question regarding how many trees would be needed to offset 
what we’re emitting (in terms of absorbing CO2), Kambiz Agazi offered to 
provide EQAC with information in regard to county operational emissions, noting 
that the assumed benefit of trees is an average because there is considerable 
complexity associated with this benefit.  

 
Approval of the minutes of the November 10, 2010 meeting 
 
Motions made: 

• Larry Zaragoza moved approval of the minutes, which were drafted by Linda 
Burchfiel.  Bob McLaren seconded the motion.   

 
Record of the vote: 

• Approval by unanimous vote. 
 
Follow-up actions: 

• Noel Kaplan to transmit the approved minutes to the Board of Supervisors.  
 
Chairman's Items  
 
Matters Discussed: 

• Scheduling of officer elections for the January 2011 meeting. 
• Consensus supporting appointment of Rich Weisman, Larry Zaragoza and Glen 

White to serve on the committee to recommend a Chairman and Vice Chairman 
for 2011. 

 
Motions made: 

• None 
 
Follow up actions:  

• The committee will report back with its recommendations at the January 2011 
meeting, at which time EQAC will elect officers for 2011.  

 
Council Member Items  
 
Matters Discussed: 

• Bob McLaren and Johna Gagnon will both miss the January meeting. 
• Johna Gagnon noted a rain barrel event held by the Northern Virginia Soil and 

Water Conservation District.  
 

Motions made: 
• None 
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Follow up actions:  

• None  
 

Staff Items  
 
Matters Discussed: 

• Noel Kaplan–Review of items discussed at EQAC’s November 16 presentation to 
the Board of Supervisors. 

• Noel Kaplan—Scheduling of a discussion with county legislative staff—request 
for EQAC identification of questions. 

• Noel Kaplan—EQAC meetings calendar and need for EQAC members to assist in 
identifying events for inclusion. 

• Noel Kaplan—Change in the EQAC meeting schedule and concurrence from 
EQAC:  Joint meeting with the Environmental Coordinating Committee in March; 
regular EQAC meeting in February. 

• Noel Kaplan--Upcoming meetings of the Planning Commission’s Environment 
Committee and Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee. 

• Noel Kaplan—Need for volunteers to record meeting minutes at future meetings. 
• Noel Kaplan—Review of future meeting agendas. 
• Kambiz Agazi—Staff process for responding to EQAC’s Annual Report 

recommendations. 
• Kambiz Agazi—Review of outreach efforts for the Environmental Excellence 

Awards, with discussion focusing on outreach to the business community. 
 
Motions made: 

• None 
 
Follow up actions: 

• Chairman Koch asked Ned Foster to follow-up with Supervisor McKay in regard 
to the litter issues raised at the presentation. 

• EQAC members to identify questions for discussion with county legislative staff 
at a future meeting; the timing and format of that discussion will be discussed 
further at the January 2011 meeting. 

• EQAC to discuss with staff, in January, the Environmental Excellence Awards 
and outreach efforts in particular. 

• Agreement for future Environmental Excellence Award outreach materials to 
stress the need for “above and beyond” efforts and the need for substantiation of 
such efforts. 

• Agreement to post on the EQAC website examples of effective nominations in the 
past. 

 
Adjournment  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 


