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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

 
DATE:  Monday, November 9, 2009 
TIME:  7:15 P.M. 
PLACE:           Conference Room, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 
  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
 
Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large) 
George Lamb (Vice Chairman, At-Large) 
Linda Burchfiel (At-Large) 
Frank Crandall (Dranesville) 
Ned Foster (Springfield) 
Frank Divita (Braddock) 
Johna Gagnon (Lee) 

Robert McLaren (At-Large)   
David Ouderkirk (Hunter Mill) 
Glen White (Mason) 
Larry Zaragoza (Mount Vernon) 
Rich Weisman (Sully) 
Doug Denneny (Providence)

 
MEMBERS ABSENT  
      
Ben Swanson (Student Member)  
 
STAFF  
 
Kambiz Agazi Noel Kaplan 

 
OTHERS PRESENT  
 
Jim Zook (Director of Department of Planning and Zoning) 
 
The meeting convened at 7:15 P.M. 
 
 
Presentation from the Department of Planning and Zoning (Jim Zook) 
 
Matters discussed: 

• A detailed discussion of the Fairfax County Area Plan Review process and community 
planning studies and policy reviews.   

• Discussion of future planning efforts.   
• Discussion as to whether the APR process may have outlived its usefulness now that the 

county is building up rather than out.   
• Need for more detail of development proposals up front in light of the magnitudes of 

proposals. 
• Potential to establish different standards (e.g., parking) in different areas. 
• Transportation considerations in Tysons Corner 
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• Intent for an assessment of future growth and development upon completion of current 
APR and community planning efforts; evaluation of the collective effects of the Plan 
changes that have been made. 

• Concern about a potential for “overplanning” more density than the economy will 
accommodate. 

• Incentivization of energy efficient development. 
• Difficulties in securing property consolidations in support of redevelopment. 
• Definition of “level of service.” 
• Implications on planning on a possible switch to city status (anticipated to be neutral). 
• Extent to which the Plan emphasizes more transit. 
• Relationship of staffing of planning studies to staffing of the zoning process. 
• Encouragement of bicycle use. 

 
Motions made: 

• None.  
 
Follow-up actions: 

• None. 
 
 
2009 Report on the Environment – Wrap up 
 
Matters discussed: 

• CD and new book will be distributed to the Board in advance of the 11/16 presentation. 
• Timeliness of inputs from chapter authors to the Scorecard section. 
• Desire for a news release noting the issuance of the report. 
• Request from Chairman Koch for identification of agenda items based on follow-up 

actions identified in Annual Report chapters. 
 
Motions made: 

• None.  
 
Follow-up actions: 

• Group discussion re the new report format will be done at a later meeting – tentatively 
scheduled for November 30 after the public hearing. 

• A news release will be issued. 
• Chapter authors need to improve Scorecard input; EQAC comments need to mesh with 

information within the chapters. 
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Approval of the minutes of the October 14, 2009 meeting 
 
Motions made: 

• Bob McLaren suggested a minor modification to the reference to 3% and 4% on the 
bottom of page 2.  He moved for the acceptance of the minutes as submitted.  Glen White 
seconded the motion.  

 
Record of the vote: 

• Approval by unanimous vote. 
 
Follow-up actions: 

• Noel Kaplan to transmit the approved minutes to the Board of Supervisors.  
 
 

Chairman’s Items 
 
Matters discussed: 

• Stella Koch noted that there is a Planning Commission Environment Committee meeting 
on 11/19 and EQAC members are invited.  Green building policy will be discussed at this 
meeting, and there will be a follow-up on the issue of disturbances in Environmental 
Quality Corridors. 

 
Motions made: 

• None.  
 
Follow-up actions: 

• None.  
 
 

Council Member Items 
 
Matters discussed: 

• Doug Denneny announced that he will be leaving EQAC after five years service.  
• Larry Zaragoza expressed concern that budget cuts will lead to difficult trade offs among 

competing needs (e.g., loss of stormwater projects and discontinuation of household 
hazardous waste collection events due to a need to fund basic school programs).  

• Rich Weisman noted former member David Schnare’s article in the Fairfax Times 
regarding the Chesapeake Bay. 

• Frank Divita asked what the process is to pick speakers at EQAC.  Stella Koch explained. 
• Frank Crandall noted that Channel 5 had contacted him re the county goose problem and 

had mentioned EQAC. 
• Johna Gagnon congratulated the brevity of the hard copy of the new Annual Report on 

the Environment. 
• Johna Gagnon noted the public hearing flyer; it was requested that EQAC members help 

publicize the event. 
• Ned Foster described his Nobel trash prize for the 2009 Alice Ferguson cleanup. 



Minutes of the November 9, 2009 meeting of the Environmental Quality Advisory Council 
Page 4   

• George Lamb noted the upcoming dedication of Sally Ormsby Park in Mason District. 
  

Motions made: 
• None.  

 
Follow-up action: 

• None.  
 
 
Staff Items 
 
Matters discussed: 

 
• The November 30th public hearing will be our December meeting; there will be no 

meeting on December 9. 
• The Board of Supervisors Environmental Committee will be meeting on November 23 at 

10:00 AM. 
• In addition to the November 19 Planning Commission Environment Committee meeting, 

there will be a public workshop on January 6 at the Government Center on the strawman 
draft Plan Amendment addressing disturbances to EQCs. 

• Review of future meeting agendas. 
 
Motions made: 

• None.  
 
Follow-up actions: 

• Noel Kaplan to provide all members with the “strawman” draft/background document 
showing changes from the September 16 draft.  

• Noel Kaplan to pursue agenda programs as reviewed and agreed to by the council. 
 

 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:45 pm.
 
 


