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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  
COUNTY OF FAIRFAX  

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL (EQAC)  
MINUTES  

DATE: October 13, 2010  
TIME: 7:15-10:00 PM  

LOCATION: Conference Room, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
 
Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)    Robert McLaren (At-Large) 
George Lamb (Vice Chairman, At-Large)   David Ouderkirk (Hunter Mill) 
Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)    Kevin Sun (Student Member)    
Frank Crandall (Dranesville)    Rich Weisman (Sully) 
Frank Divita (Braddock)    Glen White (Mason) 
Ned Foster (Springfield)    Larry Zaragoza (Mount Vernon)   
     
MEMBERS ABSENT  
      
Marie Flanigan (Providence)    Johna Gagnon (Lee)     
 
STAFF SUPPORT  
 
Kambiz Agazi      Noel Kaplan  
 
OTHERS PRESENT  
 
Laura Grape      Anthony Griffin 
Dave Molchany      
 
The meeting was convened at 7:15 PM in the Conference Room at Hidden Oaks Nature Center.   
 
Presentation by Laura Grape, Sr. Environmental Planner for the Northern Virginia 
Regional Commission on NVRC’s “Conservation Corridors” project  
Matters Discussed: 
 
• Presentation on  “Conservation Corridors in Northern Virginia”.  Laura Grape is a Sr. 

Environmental Planner for the Northern Virginia Regional Commission, which is a political 
subdivision of the Commonwealth of Virginia, one of over 20 regional commissions in 
Virginia.  The NOVA subdivision includes the city of Alexandria, Arlington County, 
Loudoun County, Prince William County, Fairfax County and numerous towns and cities in 
northern Virginia. 
 
These commissions are designed to address common needs such as storm water, green 
infrastructure, water and air quality, bio-diversity and improved life and fitness.  The focus of 
the Conservation Corridors project is the identification of ecological core and corridor areas 
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within northern Virginia; a goal is to get all of the localities to work collaboratively and 
identify high value areas and corridors within the region, recognizing that these areas can 
cross jurisdictional boundaries.  A base map has been created to show where conservation 
opportunities exist and gives the ability to prioritize.  Four stakeholder meetings have already 
been help and a public workshop is scheduled in March 2011. 
 
In Fairfax County, the Natural Resource Management Plan, developed by the Fairfax County 
Park Authority, is an agency-wide work plan that was first developed in 2004 and covers 
natural resource management planning, vegetation, wildlife, water resources, air quality, 
human impact on parkland, and education.   
 

Presentation by County Executive Anthony Griffin, on the FY 2012 Fairfax County 
Budget.  

 
The presentation by County Executive Anthony Griffin on the FY 2012 budget began with the 
statement that the budget is not ready yet.  Several observations were made as to what may be 
proposed with the FY 2012 budget. 

 
● It is not anticipated that there will be an increase in the real estate tax rate. 
● A major budget issue is that the school board wants raises for its employees which would add 

$70 million a year to the county budget—A 2% cost of living adjustment and resumption of 
steps is approximately $70 million. 

● It is not anticipated that an increase in the stormwater service district tax rate will be pursued 
in FY 2012. 

● Agencies have been asked to identify 1% reductions for the FY 2012 budget. 
● A future possible source of new revenue could be a new county debris landfill. 
● There continues to be an over-reliance on real estate taxes for revenue. 
 
● Larry Zaragoza expressed the hope that future development will properly deal with storm 

water.  Dr. Zaragoza also commended the county on its greenhouse gases efforts and noted 
the need for more recycling to hold down waste. 

 
● Frank Crandall noted that stream studies have indicated the need to spend up to $1 billion 

dollars over a 25-year period. 
 
2010 Annual Report on the Environment 
 
The various updated chapters were discussed and voted on.  
 
III – Air Quality.  A motion was made by Stella Koch to accept new comments as is.  The 
motion was seconded by Bob McLaren.  There was no discussion, and the motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
VII – Ecological Resources.  David Ouderkirk asked that the comment relating to Urban Forestry 
be updated per his earlier input.  Bob McLaren will add a sentence or two in regard to protection 
of the Invasive Management Program.  A motion was made by Stella Koch to accept the 
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comments and recommendation with the changes.  Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion, which 
was passed by a unanimous vote, with Rich Weisman abstaining. 
 
IX-1 – Noise.  A motion was made by Linda Burchfiel to accept new comments as is.  Bob 
McLaren seconded the motion.  There was no discussion, and the motion was passed 
unanimously. 
  
IX-2 – Light Pollution.  A motion was made by Frank Crandall to accept the comments as 
presented.  Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion.  There was no discussion, and the motion was 
passed unanimously. 
 
IX-3 – Visual Blight.  As there were no comments or recommendations in this section, there was 
no vote.  Ned Foster was authorized, through a consensus, to proceed with his chapter. 
 
I – Global Climate Change.  A motion was made by Larry Zaragoza to accept the new comments 
and recommendations as presented.  David Ouderkirk seconded the motion.  The ensuing 
discussion resulted in the decision to:  a. add a sentence on promotion of the evaluation of energy 
use for LEED-certified buildings; and b. to include energy efficiency bench marking for 
nonresidential buildings in addition to residential buildings.  The revisions were accepted and the 
motion passed as modified. 
 
II – Land Use and Transportation.  A motion was made by George Lamb to accept the 
recommendations and comments as presented, with the deletion of recommendation #3, as it was 
covered by comment #3.   Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion.  There was no discussion, and 
the motion was passed unanimously. 
 
IV – Water Resources.  A motion was made by Stella Koch to accept the comments and 
recommendation as presented.  There was no discussion, and the motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
VI – Hazardous Materials.  A motion was made by Glen White to accept the comment and 
recommendation as presented.  Frank Crandall seconded the motion.  A suggestion was made to 
change the last sentence of the chapter to note that EQAC supports the three scheduled collection 
events and recommend continuance of this program.  The revision was accepted, and the motion 
was passed unanimously. 
 
VIII – Wildlife Management.   A motion was made by Frank Crandall to accept the comments 
and recommendations as presented.  Larry Zaragoza seconded the motion.  Discussion resulted 
in two modifications to the recommendations:  a. remove “insofar as staff time is available” in 
the geese and deer sections; and b. Rewrite #2 to delete the references to the use of deer as 
“targets” and to also note that the sharpshooter program is “humane and cost effective.”   The 
revisions were accepted and the motion was passed unanimously. 
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Approval of the minutes of the 8/11/2010 and 9/7/2010 EQAC meetings 

 
A motion was made by Frank Crandall to accept the minutes for both meetings as presented.  
There was no discussion, and the motion was passed unanimously. 

 
Chair Items 
 
Matters Discussed: 

● Stella Koch recommended that EQAC members go to the National Geographic Society’s 
web site and read what they suggest about personal water use.  

 
Motions made: 

● None 
 
Follow up actions:  

● None  
 

Council Member Items 
 
Matters Discussed: 
 

• Bob McLaren expressed concern over the recent dam collapse in Kingstowne.   
 
Motions made: 

● None 
 
Follow up actions:  

● None  
 
Staff Items 
 
Matters Discussed: 
 

● Noel Kaplan reviewed the agenda for the next meeting and noted that the public hearing 
would be held on November 29. 

● Noel Kaplan reviewed the discussion at the September 21 Legislative Committee meeting 
of EQAC’s legislative proposals.  It was noted that the County Executive proposed an 
emphasis on VDOT’s Adopt-a-Highway program as opposed to EQAC’s legislative 
proposals.  Noel Kaplan was asked to provide EQAC with a copy of any correspondence 
from the County Executive to the Board of Supervisors on this matter. 

● Noel Kaplan reviewed the Legislative Committee’s discussion regarding EPA’s 
agreement with DEQ’s proposal to eliminate some of the air quality monitors in Fairfax 
County. 

● Noel Kaplan reviewed forthcoming meetings of the Planning Commission’s Environment 
Committee.  He noted that the green building policy would be discussed at a 12/2/2010 
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meeting again at a meeting on 1/13/2011.  A follow-up discussion to an earlier 
“Stormwater 101” presentation will be held on 2/3/2011. 

● Noel Kaplan encouraged EQAC members to complete and submit the Health 
Department’s survey of community health. 

● Kambiz Agazi noted that the next meeting of the Board of Supervisors Environmental 
Committee would be held on January 18 at 1:00 PM. 

● Kambiz Agazi noted that he had distributed the FY 2012 Environmental Improvement 
Program document to EQAC members.  He discussed the change in structure of the 
document. 
 

Motions made: 
● None 

 
Follow up actions:  

● None  
 
Adjournment  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 


