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FAIRFAX COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

 
DATE:  Wednesday, October 14, 2009 
TIME:  7:15 P.M 
PLACE: Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
 
Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)               
Frank Divita  (Braddock) 
George Lamb (Vice Chairman, At-Large) 
Linda Burchfiel (At-Large) 
Frank Crandall (Dranesville) 

Ben Swanson (Student Member) 
Ned Foster (Springfield) 
Rich Weisman (Sully) 
Larry Zaragoza (Mount Vernon) 
Johna Gagnon (Lee) 

Robert McLaren (At-Large)     David Ouderkirk (Hunter Mill) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT  
      
Doug Denneny (Providence) Glen White (Mason)
 
STAFF  
 
Noel Kaplan Kambiz Agazi 

 
OTHERS PRESENT  
 
Anthony H. Griffin, County Executive  
Paul DesJardin, Director, Department of Community Planning and Services, Metropolitan  
     Washington Council of Governments 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm,  
 
Mr. Griffin outlined information on the 2011 budget.  Some highlights include: 
 

• Expect a shortfall of $310M 
• Expect an increase in the residential tax rate  
• Each penny on the residential tax rate would yield about $18.9M 
• Cuts to programs are hard because others will seek to maintain programs that will be 

proposed for cuts (experience from this year) 
• Because the transfer to schools is 55% of the general fund, we can expect impacts on 

schools unless revenue can be increased (e.g., increase in residential property rate) 
schools receive: 

o 75% of operating costs and 
o 100% of capital funds  

from the county. 
• Sales taxes are down 
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• VA Taxes are down 
For 2011 help for schools is available with $40M from stimulus monies. However, there will 
be a shortfall in 2012, which would equate to a 2.5 cent increase in the residential property 
tax rate.   

 
Three percent of the County personnel budget will be reduced in the 3rd quarter, which will carry 
over to next year. 
 
Two other significant parts of the budget include: 

• Public safety (fire/police) 18% 
• Human Services 11% 

 
The cost of insurance is up (18% for one policy) to staff and the County share is higher as well. 
 
This year we expect the residential real estate values to go down 10%, commercial real estate 
values to go down 18-19% and personal property values to be flat.  The near term forecast is that 
there would be marginal changes on the residential side in 2012 and in 2013 the market should 
bottom.  Slow growth is expected for 2014-2015.   
 
All are being told to do less with less and adjust expectations. 
 
Question:  Stella:  The County approved a penny on the real estate tax to fund stormwater.  
Activities that were funded by general funds are now funded by this penny so we are not seeing 
progress with more stormwater work.  Is there a willingness to raise the penny to 1.5 cents? 
 
Response:  DC is looking for a separate tax on runoff to pay for combined sewer overflow, 
which will be used to pay for work in environmentally sensitive areas.  Fairfax is comparable in 
size.  The stormwater tax rate for Fairfax is inadequate.  An increase will be proposed but it is 
not known if the Board will agree to this.  
 
Question (Frank C.):  A number of bonds have been authorized but won’t issuance of these 
bonds be deferred because they are constrained by the budget? 
 
Response:  Bonds are being issued.  This week we went to market to sell and got 3% and prices 
for contracts work are lower than they were 1-2 years ago.  Now is a good time to build.  We are 
deferring capital projects with significant operations expenses.   
 
Question, Johna: The County staff person who led the Joint Local Area Planning Committee has 
retired.  How is the county to meet its mandate for this committee? 
 
Response:  This is a challenge.  We plan to use computers to help with the mandates.  You 
should note that 4% of the General Fund is from state and federal sources (with 3% being from 
the state). 
 
Also, when federal (e.g., stimulus funding) is involved reports must often be delivered within 10 
days of the end of each quarter with a 5 day review period for the state.   
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There were additional discussions regarding household hazardous waste collection, forthcoming 
public meetings on the budget and other opportunities for public input. 
 
Greater Washington 2050 Compact-- Report by Paul DesJardin 
 
The Council of Governments (COG) was 50 years old in 2007.  Now is the time to look to the 
future.  A new document, “Region Forward,” was released on October 14 for public comment; 
related reports were noted.  This report/analysis is similar to other efforts in Los Angeles, 
Chicago and other large urban areas; it looks forward over the next 50 years.  Copies of the draft 
report were provided to the EQAC along with a request for comments.  There was a request to 
ask Noel to request the Baseline data on the 2050 COG data, which should be helpful for the 
annual report. 
 
Annual Report 
 
Climate Change chapter:  Larry reviewed updates as well as a proposed recommendation 
supporting the monitoring of energy use of LEED buildings.  There was a discussion of this idea, 
with concerns raised about whether it would be meaningful/appropriate to do this.  A request was 
made to have a discussion with someone from Arlington County regarding their monitoring of 
energy use of their LEED buildings.  A motion was made to accept the Climate Change chapter 
with flexibility to accept language for new projects to be worked out with Kambiz; Larry 
seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
During the discussion of the Land Use and Transportation chapter, there was a request to clarify 
that stewardship should be a part of the report.  A motion was made to include a stewardship 
component for all chapters (and summary sections) and was unanimously accepted.  
 
Land Use-chapter adopted with latitude to adjust-George moved for acceptance, and David 
seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
Air Quality-County staff had new comments on language that will be incorporated.  In the past, 
companies in violation of permits were named in the chapter.  Stella moved that that the names 
be dropped to provide for a more descriptive characterization of information on violations.  Bob 
seconded and all agreed.  It was also agreed that the comment addressing budget cuts would 
highlight the need for residents to hire private contractors to perform services that had been 
provided by the Health Department.  Rich moved for acceptance of the chapter, and Larry 
seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
The Water Resources comments and recommendation were reviewed; Stella moved for approval, 
and Bob seconded the motion, which was approved by a unanimous vote. 
 
Solid Waste Chapter—All agreed with the chapter.  In that there were no recommendations, no 
motions were made. 
 
Hazardous Materials chapter 
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Edit on page 147 to cite the source for the bulb pictures.   
 
EQAC agreed with the recommendation that Fairfax County continue the remote household 
hazardous waste collection program.  Bob motioned “EQAC recommends the County continue 
to find ways to more easily recycle household hazardous waste.  As examples of this need, with 
the increased use of rechargeable batteries and compact fluorescent light bulbs, more households 
in the county will have these hazardous waste items to dispose of on regular bases.  
Consideration should be given to continuing the remote waste collection events.” 
 
Johna motioned that the discussion of the need to maintain information in the chapters where it 
currently resides.  The motion was seconded and all agreed.  Johna moved for approval of this 
chapter, and Larry seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.  
 
Ecological Resources 
 
With respect to the recommendation for funding, Stella asked if we are saying that we have 
expectations of relocation and new funds when funding turns around?  In response, George 
suggested that the last sentence read, “If the funds cannot be made available, the EQAC 
recommends the resources be redirected from existing resources.”  Kambiz then noted the 
complication that the Park Authority Board directs the funding for Parks, not the Board of 
Supervisors.  After further discussion, Bob made a motion for approval of this chapter with only 
minor changes to the recommendation statement.  Johna seconded the motion, which was 
approved unanimously.  It was also agreed that these issues would be discussed further with Park 
Authority staff when they brief EQAC on the Natural Resource Management Plan efforts. 
 
 
Wildlife 
 
Frank recommended that the goose program continue with the Park Authority taking on the 
lion’s share of work.  He stressed several recommendations 

1) Continue the managed hunt 
2) Continue the sharpshooter program and 
3) Continue in so far as staff are available 
4) Take out language on the need for a wildlife biologist. 

 
Frank moved for approval of this chapter, and Larry seconded the motion, which was approved 
unanimously. 
 
Noise 
 
Linda noted that there is a need to invite the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority in for a 
briefing on noise issues and to coordinate with the County’s Airports Advisory Committee on the 
ideas presented in the chapter.  It was agreed that recommendations would be moved to the 
comments section in light of the need for further coordination.  Linda moved for approval of the 
chapter, and Larry seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
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Light Pollution 
 
Frank Crandall moved for the approval of the chapter, with the understanding that he had the 
discretion to augment the recommendations with details.  Larry seconded the motion, which was 
approved unanimously. 
 
Visual Blight 
 
Ned summarized various points on the chapter, and Stella noted a need for scrubbing of the 
language.  She also suggested that the recommendation regarding illegal signs be moved to the 
comments section in recognition of a need for a conversation with staff on this matter.  It was 
agreed that Clean Fairfax Council would be invited to that discussion.  Ned Foster moved for 
acceptance of the above, and Bob McLaren seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 
On the score card, Bob highlighted the need for a number of additions were needed. 
 
It was noted that the legislative appendix was approved at the previous meeting. 
 
Cover Letter/Chairman’s letter 
1)  Increase support for Stormwater by at least a half a penny 
2)  Hazardous waste recommendation 
3)  IPLS comment 
4)  Climate recommendation 
 
Bob made a motion to support this approach, which was seconded by Larry and approved 
unanimously. 
 
The Hardcopy summary should be in print by October 26 
 
The public hearing is scheduled for November 30.  The next EQAC meeting will be held on 
November 9.  We expect to discuss planning issues with Jim Zook and Fred Selden of the 
Department of Planning and Zoning. 
 
The Planning Committee’s Environment Committee will be addressing the Environmental 
Quality Corridor Plan amendment proposal (concerning disturbances to EQCs).  There will be a 
workshop in the Board Auditorium on January 6 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
The Board of Supervisors Environment Committee will meet on November 23.   
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For future EQAC meetings:  Park Authority staff will be invited to the January meeting.  Staff 
from VDOT will be invited to the March meeting to address the 527 review process.  April will 
feature discussions of visual blight issues. 
 
Other future agenda items were identified: 
 

 Wildlife management (Mike Lucas and Vicki Monroe (wildlife biologist)) 
 
  Airports Authority (and noise) 

 
 VDOT and Roads/Stormwater 

 
On the Annual report, stewardship should be added to full chapters. 
 
Kambiz noted development of the Environmental Improvement Plan.  The Board has selected 6 
themes, including trees and climate.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


