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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  
COUNTY OF FAIRFAX  

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL (EQAC)  
MINUTES  

DATE: September 7, 2010  
TIME: 7:15-10:30 PM  

LOCATION: Hidden Oaks Nature Center, Annandale, Virginia  
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
 
Stella Koch (Chairman, At-Large)   Kevin Sun (Student Member) 
Linda Burchfiel (At-Large)   Rich Weisman (Sully) 
Robert McLaren (At-Large)    Larry Zaragoza (Mount Vernon) 
David Ouderkirk (Hunter Mill) 
        
MEMBERS ABSENT  
      
George Lamb (Vice Chairman, At-Large) Ned Foster (Springfield) 
Frank Crandall (Dranesville)   Johna Gagnon (Lee)     
Frank Divita (Braddock)   Glen White (Mason)  
Marie Flanigan (Providence) 
 
STAFF SUPPORT  
 
Kambiz Agazi     Noel Kaplan  
 
GUESTS  
 
Fairfax County Police Department 
       
Daniel Cook     Michael Lucas 
Jack Hurlock     Vicky Monroe 
 
Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services 
 
Randy Bartlett     Kate Bennett 
 
Others 
 
Melissa Klein (Braddock District)  Chet McLaren (Tree Commission) 
Kimberley Sisic (Wildlife Rescue League, Northern Virginia) 
 
The meeting convened at 7:15 PM. 
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Briefing from the Fairfax County Police Department on Wildlife Management 
Activities 
 
Matters discussed: 

• Presentation from Vicky Monroe, Fairfax County Wildlife Biologist, representing 
the Fairfax County Police Department Animal Services Division, Wildlife 
Section. 

• Ms. Monroe described the deer management program in FY 10 and FY 11, 
including the limited amount of resources available for the FY 10 and 11 
programs.  She discussed the action plan that includes public managed hunts, 
sharpshooting, and archery, with a goal of sustainable hunting efforts at all 
selected parks, and provided selected statistics. 

• For the FY 11 deer management program, she described the archery program, 
where established groups compete via a lottery for conducting hunts, during the 
period from October to February.  In response to a question from Stella Koch, Ms. 
Monroe discussed the qualifications for the archery groups. 

• Ms. Koch also asked about a quantitative goal for taking of deer.  Ms. Monroe 
reported that for Colvin Run Stream Valley (71-acres) there were 39 deer taken, 
and for Laurel Hill (836-acres) there were 36 deer taken.  She said that their goal 
is to have 15-20 deer/acre left after the takings, but that they do not meet this goal. 

• Ms. Monroe described the wildlife management program in Fairfax County as one 
of public education, public safety, and public awareness, and noted the new 
county web site as www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals/wildlife.  Included in 
her program is the use of college and high school interns as well as numerous 
volunteers. 

• She described the use of humane exclusion and repellency (for example, for 
groundhogs) and addling for geese.  Larry Zaragoza asked about beavers, Rich 
Weisman about Swine Flu (noted as a Health Department item), and Stella about 
coyotes. 

• Ms. Monroe described the “4-poster pilot study” which looked at deer treatment 
stations and tick density and Lyme Disease infections.  This study was developed 
by USDA in 1996, approved by EPA in 2005, and permitted in Fairfax County in 
2010.  Three sites are being used – one at Sully Woodlands, one at the I-66 
Landfill, and one at Hemlock Overlook. 

• Linda Burchfiel asked about the results from the wildlife survey recently 
conducted by Ms. Monroe.  The results included that 83% of respondents think 
the deer population should decrease, and ranked the management techniques as 
preferred: archery > managed hunts > sharpshooting.  There were about 6,500 
respondents, which was well above what was needed to meet the requirement for 
a 95% confidence interval.  

• Ms. Monroe described chronic wasting disease, which is a prion-type disease that 
affects deer in a way similar to Mad Cow disease, but noted only one case in 
Virginia and that was near the West Virginia border. 

 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals/wildlife
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Briefing from the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services on the 
Draft MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) in Fairfax County 
 
Matters discussed: 

• Randy Bartlett, with support from Kate Bennett, from the Department of Public 
Works and Environmental Services, provided an update on the status of the MS-4 
Permit and Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) in Fairfax County. 

• Mr. Bartlett pointed out that the MS-4 permit expired in January 2007, and that 
we are now in an administrative extension.  Fairfax County is one of only 11 
jurisdictions in Virginia that are identified as Phase 1, which includes a stricter 
program than for Phase 2 (for example, Loudoun County, VDOT, FCPS, Town of 
Herndon, and City of Fairfax are all listed as Phase 2).  The criterion for Phase 1 
was a population in 1990 of at least 100,000 people. 

• Ms. Bennett is currently working with the state permit writer on a new 5-year 
MS-4 permit.  The draft language is moving beyond Maximum Extent Practicable 
to protection of surface waters; incorporation of FCPS into the countywide 
permit; review and update of legal authorities; increased tracking and 
accountability; and increased focus on program resources.  With these items, the 
draft is now 38 pages long (previously was 23 pages), including 15 pages of new 
requirements. 

• Mr. Bartlett described the following types of requirements in the draft permit: 
program and plan development; inventory control; monitoring program; and 
public education and employee training.  He noted that the draft permit includes a 
provision for 3rd party lawsuits and is now aiming for water quality standards at 
the discharges. 

• He discussed urban storm water runoff as a key contributor to overall discharge 
and stressed the distinction between urban stormwater runoff and the MS4 permit 
(e.g., runoff that goes directly into a stream without passing through a pipe is not 
part of the MS4).  He also noted that VDOT has its own MS4 permit and that 
runoff that flows through VDOT’s pipes is covered by the VDOT permit and not 
the county permit.  However, they do not know the fractions due to the MS-4 and 
VDOT as opposed to urban storm water, citing the approximately 5,000 outfalls 
in the county.  There was a discussion of the complex interdependencies among 
these sources. 

• Mr. Bartlett also gave an update on the efforts to include outfall information into a 
GIS database, including layers for items such as pipes, easements, and drainage 
area management facilities. 

• He noted that EPA and the state are also working on a flow-based TMDL for 
Accotink Creek, where about 35% of the flow goes through the MS-4. 

• Stella asked about golf courses and VDOT coverage in Fairfax County.  Rich 
asked about differences between Phase 1 and Phase 2 permits (Phase 2 have more 
generic-type requirements).  Mr. Bartlett noted that Dulles Airport and Fort 
Belvoir have their own MS-4 permits, with Fort Belvoir saying they will meet the 
Fairfax County standards.  Stella asked about controlling volume during 
construction of new developments. 
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• Mr. Bartlett described their public education efforts including use of coloring 
books for grade school children. 

• In terms of status, Mr. Bartlett noted that the draft permit has not yet gone to EPA 
for review.  The State needs to do a Fact Sheet first and he does not know when it 
will go to EPA, but suggested it might be by the end of September.  The permit is 
not yet out for public comment.  EPA then has 30-days to provide a review but 
can get an extension to 90-days (which is expected) meaning the comments will 
be provided back by about January 1st, 2011.  The permit will tie in with the 
Watershed Implementation Plan for the Chesapeake Bay; a draft of the Phase I 
WIP had just been released. 

• The group discussed the benefits to the county of the new permit.  Ms. Bennett 
suggested it will be in the reduction of sediment, while Kambiz suggested it 
would help with stream bank erosion.  Larry said a key issue is public education. 

 
Approval of the Minutes of the August 11, 2010 EQAC Meeting 
 

• Because there were only 7 EQAC members present (not a quorum), EQAC could 
not vote to approve the minutes. 

 
2010 Annual Report on the Environment: Status and Review of Chapter Drafts 
 
Land Use and Transportation 
 

• Not discussed pending presence of co-author. 
 
Air Quality 
 

• Suggested moving recommendation to be a comment (concerning retention of 
Program Manager position), noting this as a minimum for the county to do. 

• Suggested including discussion of NO2 monitors, based on follow up discussions 
to be held with State Air Quality Board (Chuck Turner).  There was input about a 
short-term NO2 monitor to be installed by the Springfield interchange and the 
lack of a public process. 

 
Noise 
 

• Suggested changing the term “encourage” to “request” when describing collection 
of stakeholder input and quarterly reporting for airports. 

 
Light Pollution 
 

• Suggested rewording comment #3 so that it reads as a comment and not a 
recommendation (“EQAC continues to support that the Board of Supervisors . . .” 
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Ecological Resources 
 

• Bob McLaren noted his addition of the phrase “and supporting funding” in the 
recommendation.  The recommendation was supported by a general consensus of 
members present, however there was follow up requested for the report that 
describes historical survey results (Rich requested to see the report that discusses 
citizen input on shifting funding to support ecological resources). 

• David Ouderkirk suggested a change to a comment for the Tree Action Plan. 
•  

 
Climate Change 
 

• Suggested revising recommendation 1 to reflect staff reply to similar 
recommendation made in 2009 EQAC ARE. 

• Kambiz noted a preference for addressing reductions through building codes. 
• Suggested including an update on the inventory work being completed for the 

county by GMU. 
• Discussion about revising recommendation to be more of a public-private 

partnership including outreach to existing building owners, working with local 
chambers, and use of “trophy buildings” (e.g., at LEED Silver or higher). 

• Issues discussed included building standards and tracking energy usage over time 
• Kevin Sun noted a California effort to reduce GHG called CHP. 
• It was agreed that this chapter would be revisited in October. 
 

General 
 
• Bob requested that input for the scorecard be provided to him, and Noel agreed to 

re-send the information from last year’s scorecard. 
• Kevin to draft new cover for ARE. 
• Noel noted a final deadline of October 6th for chapter authors. 
• Stella asked for input on the top 2-3 recommendations to bring forth to the BOS, 

with her presentation scheduled for November 16th. 
 
Chairman’s Items 
 

• Stella noted a presentation on September 13 by Rick Hill (Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation) on Virginia’s draft Phase 1 Watershed 
Implementation Plan for the Chesapeake Bay TMDL. 

 
Council Member Items 
 

• Larry is working on a Task Force that includes a vision for the Lorton area, and 
suggested there should be a similar vision for the Mount Vernon area. 

• Linda noted a petition for GHG to go to the two senators from Virginia. 
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Staff Items 
 

• Noel noted the following meetings: 
o September 21 – BOS Legislative Committee (may consider the two 

initiatives that were drafted by Ned and approved by EQAC in August) 
o September 28 – Environmental Excellence awards presentation 
o September 30 – Planning Commission Environment Committee, Green 

Buildings Policy 
o October 5 – BOS Environmental Committee 
o October 6 – Planning Commission Environment Committee, overview of 

stormwater management issues and concepts 
o October 13 – EQAC meeting (topics include budget briefing by the county 

executive; NVRC conservation corridors; and ARE) 
o November 10 – EQAC meeting (topics include FCPA board-to-board 

meeting, watershed management, and DPWES reorganization) 
o November 29 – EQAC public hearing (to be held in dual locations as in 

past two years) 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 PM.  


