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Resolution Related to the Conservation of Trees  
During the Land Development Process 

 
September 10, 2008 

                                                                                                  
 
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia has enacted legislation which allows for 
conservation of trees during the land development process in localities belonging to a 
non-attainment area for air quality standards; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has established a tree canopy goal of 45%, which 
requires that Fairfax County increase its canopy levels by a significant amount by the 
year 2037; and, 
 
WHEREAS, without a local enabling ordinance the preservation of existing trees and 
their associated environmental benefits will continue to be overlooked in favor of 
planting new trees, which can take many decades to provide the same level of air and 
water quality benefits that are provided by existing trees; and, 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to strengthen the capability of the County to carry out 
provisions of the Tree Action Plan in order to conserve and manage the urban forest 
resources of the County; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendments to “The Code of Fairfax County” and the 
proposed new chapter, Chapter 122, and the changes to the Public Facilities Manual  
appropriately address the issues of  tree preservation during rezonings and during by-right 
development;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Environmental Quality Advisory 
Council recommends the approval by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors of the 
proposed amendments to the Public Facilities Manual and The Code of The County of 
Fairfax, Virginia related to the Conservation of Trees During the Land Development 
Process. 


