
 
 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  

 DATE: April 7, 2010 
TO:  Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Stella Koch, Chairman  
  Environmental Quality Advisory Council 
 
SUBJECT: EQAC budget testimony 
  
 
EQAC has only one budget request this year.  We ask the Board of Supervisors to increase the rate 
funding the stormwater program to a penny and a half. 
 
The funding of the stormwater penny in FY 2006 by the Board of Supervisors was both an 
acknowledgment and a down payment on significant program needs within the stormwater program of 
the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services.   This additional funding was used to 
begin addressing the huge backlog of infrastructure replacement needs and to begin the enormous task 
of implementation of watershed plans. 
 
However in the declining economy of recent years, we have seen the complete transfer of funding for 
the stormwater program moved from the General Fund to the monies generated by the stormwater 
penny. This, once again, significantly reduced the total money available for infrastructure replacement 
and watershed project implementation. 
 
The present proposal of funding the stormwater program by the rate of a penny and a half would result 
in the restoration of some funding for modest watershed improvement programs and some funds for 
infrastructure replacement.  In terms of infrastructure replacement, the present level of funding is 
simply not acceptable.  We also realize that there will likely be a need for additional increases for water 
quality projects to meet future permit conditions, and for replacement of aging infrastructure.   
 
Therefore, EQAC recommends that the stormwater program continue to be funded by the Service 
District, and that the rate be increased to a penny and a half.  
 
We thank you for this opportunity to comment. 
 
cc: Anthony H. Griffin, County Executive 
     Robert A. Stalzer, Deputy County Executive 
 David Molchany, Deputy County Executive 
 James W. Patteson, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services 
 Randy W. Bartlett, Deputy Director, Stormwater and Wastewater Programs, DPWES 
 Kambiz Agazi, Fairfax County Environmental Coordinator 
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