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 DATE: August 11, 2010 
TO:  Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Stella Koch, Chairman  
  Environmental Quality Advisory Council 
 
SUBJECT: EQAC perspectives on the Virginia Department of Transportation’s 527 review  
  process 
  
 
Per the request of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, EQAC reviewed impacts on 
Fairfax County operations and citizens from the passage of Chapter 527 of the 2006 Acts of 
Assembly, Traffic Impact Analysis Regulations, effective June 30, 2008.  We invited the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to participate along with County staff.  
Unfortunately the VDOT representative was not able to attend so the briefing was presented by 
staff.   
 
We were primarily interested in any burdens imposed or values gained from the VDOT 527 
process based on the first-hand experiences of our staff.  The general consensus is that, after 
working out initial start-up issues and adapting county procedures, the regulations have not 
added a significant burden and have provided a value to the County by improving the quality 
and consistency of proposals submitted for consideration by the development community. 
 
County staff addressed concerns that the process could be burdensome, time consuming and 
intrusive.  Fairfax had processes in place that were already performing the substance of the 
studies through various practices and timeframes that 527 would supplant.  Through the startup 
phase, staff adapted their procedures to comply with the regulations while gaining value from 
the process.  In practice, only very substantial changes to the Comprehensive Plan trigger the 
527 review process, and a much lower threshold triggers it for rezonings and site plans.  
Furthermore, Fairfax County DOT and VDOT make the determination as to which specific 
activities trigger 527. VDOT reviews the study for technical compliance and makes advisory 
recommendations. According to VDOT’s LandTrack system, the state has received 104 traffic 
impact analyses from Fairfax County to date. 
 
The issue of adding time to county actions was addressed in part by adapting county processes 
to sequence them to 527 time frames.  VDOT has a 90-day time-limit to approve or reject a 
package and staff noted that VDOT has been fairly good about meeting that limit.  VDOT’s 
view is that the 527 review does not lengthen the process, but in practice it does so in an 
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 indirect way.  According to staff it adds about 6 months to the Area Plans Review (APR) 
process because the information that comes from the 527 traffic study is the best available.  
The increase in time is not from the process itself, but due to the fact that the Planning 
Commission, task forces, etc. want to see the information from the 527 studies before they 
make their decisions. 

 
The general view is that the county has gotten through the bugs of implementation and now 
there is added value in the standardization of submissions.  In addition, staff cited some 
examples where they were able to leverage the 527 process to improve the level of developer 
commitment.   
 
The 527 process encourages developers to provide more rigorous transportation studies in a 
standardized system.  Prior to the 527 process, staff requested such information but received 
studies that were inconsistent or incomplete.  By having studies done up front, the county gets 
good information for the rezoning process, that is used to enhance the decision and negotiating 
process. 
 
Thank you for your inquiry and please feel free to contact us with any follow-up questions or 
concerns that you may have.  
 
 
cc: Anthony H. Griffin, County Executive 
 David Molchany, Deputy County Executive 
 Katharine D. Ichter, Director, Fairfax County Department of Transportation 
 Leonard Wolfenstein, Chief, Transportation Planning Section, FCDOT 
 Fred R. Selden, Director, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning 
 Paul J. Kraucunas, Land Development Program Manager, Northern Virginia District,  
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