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 DATE:  February 13, 2013 

TO:  Board of Supervisors 

 

FROM: Stella Koch, Chairman  

  Environmental Quality Advisory Council 

 

SUBJECT: EQAC support for a proposed agreement between Fairfax County and the 

Virginia Department of Transportation regarding removal of illegal signs from 

highway rights-of-way 

 

For many years, EQAC has issued recommendations regarding illegal signs.  We are writing in 

support of a proposal that we think will address a key portion of our most recent 

recommendation regarding sign enforcement. 

 

The Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing on Feb. 26, 2012, at 4 PM, on a proposed 

legal agreement between the Virginia Department of Transportation and the county to remove 

illegal signs from highway rights-of-way.   A Newslink article about the proposal, with links 

providing details, is available at:    http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2013/board-approves-

public-hearing-sign-removal-program.htm. 

 

In order to implement the program, Fairfax County must enter into a legal agreement with the 

Virginia Commissioner of Highways. This agreement would allow Fairfax County to act as the 

commissioner's agent, as allowed by the Code of Virginia Section 33.1-375.1. The proposed 

legal agreement and staff report are available at the link shown above. 

 

As noted in EQAC’s most recent (2012) Annual Report on the Environment (ARE), with 

further information shown at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/eqac/report2012/, Chapter 9: 

“Simply stated, “blight” is something that impairs or destroys appearance and results in a 

deteriorated condition.  In recent times, urban blight has come to include a wide range of visual 

pollutants that degrade the ambience of our communities, including such things as trash and 

litter on roadsides, unkempt properties, above-ground power and communications transmission 

lines, communication towers, intrusive and objectionable advertising signage and other forms 

of visual impairments.  Without doubt, signage that is excessive in amount and inappropriate in 

placement is the most ubiquitous of these ‘pollutants.’” 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2013/board-approves-public-hearing-sign-removal-program.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2013/board-approves-public-hearing-sign-removal-program.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/eqac/report2012/


Board of Supervisors 

Page 2 

 

 

 

 

  

 

EQAC supports the proposed legal agreement as it will have the effect of reducing the number  

of illegal signs that are found within the county.  We thank the Board for its attention to this 

issue. 
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cc:  Edward L. Long, Jr., County Executive 

  David J. Molchany, Deputy County Executive 

   Jeff Blackford, Director, Department of Code Compliance 

      EQAC file, February 2013 


