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My name is Stella Koch and I am speaking on behalf of the Environmental Quality Advisory Council.  I am 
speaking in support of two specific budget areas:  (1) funding for Environmental Improvement Program 
projects; and (2) a future increase in the Stormwater Service District rate. 
  
The Environmental Improvement Program supports implementation of the Board’s Environmental 
Agenda.  This year’s budget proposes $500,000 of funding for several environmental initiatives, including 
additional energy efficient lighting upgrades at Fairfax County Park Authority facilities; continuation of the 
Park Authority-managed Invasive Plant Removal Program; Energy Education and Outreach initiatives to 
county businesses and residents: a Green Purchasing Program and other strategic initiatives.   EQAC 
supports the Board’s continued commitment to its Environmental Agenda through the provision of funding 
for EIP projects and supports the proposed funding of these projects.  It should be noted that many of 
these projects have the potential to cut future expenditures. 
  
While we recognize that there will be no increase in the Stormwater Service District tax rate this year, 
EQAC continues to support in upcoming budgets an additional rate increase by a ½ penny per $100 
assessed real estate value to 2.5 cents per $100. 
  
In 1998, $500,000 was committed to fund the first county-wide stream assessment, with the results 
published in late 2000.  This laid the groundwork for our understanding of Fairfax County’s streams and 
the stewardship needed to protect and restore them. 
  
Staff continues to monitor a portion of our streams each year, and by February 2011, watershed plans 
were completed for all 30 of the county’s watersheds.  These watershed plans need funding to be 
implemented. 
   
The county owns and maintains 1,553 storm water management facilities and BMP’s and is responsible 
for both inspection and maintenance of these facilities.  The County maintains 1,500 miles of pipe and 
channels and also has 44,000 inlets and manholes. The estimated value of the storm sewers, storm 
structures, and channels is approximately $1.3 billion dollars.  Each storm drainage component lasts 
approximately 75 years before it needs to be replaced; therefore, the County needs to reinvest 
approximately $17 million each year to replace the failed sewers and structures.  Similarly, the storm 
water management facilities are valued at $525 million and these facilities last approximately 40-years; 
thus, the County will need to reinvest approximately $13.1 million each year to ensure the safety of the 
community and environment that is near these facilities.  This funding will need to come from the 
Stormwater Service District.  
  
Fairfax County is committed to creating and maintaining an excellent quality of life for its residents, and 
that includes the environment in which we live.  EQAC would like to thank the Board of Supervisors for its 
continued support for environmental initiatives.    
 
 
 
 

 


