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EQAC Position: 
 
EQAC notes the ongoing work by FCDOT and VDOT to implement the plan for an I-66 trail and is 
appreciative of the work of those agencies for supporting the trail.  EQAC supports the development of 
well-designed regional trail systems that serve Fairfax County residents, and requests that the Board of 
Supervisors work with the designers of the I-66 Corridor Improvements project to maximize the 
usefulness, safety, and functionality of the anticipated trail system for that project.  EQAC notes the 
many benefits of well-designed regional trail systems that serve Fairfax County residents, including 
reducing vehicular traffic in the county and improving the health and quality of life for thousands of 
Fairfax County residents on a regular basis. 
 
A trail designed to function in a manner similar to the Washington and Old Dominion (W&OD) trail 
would provide many benefits to Fairfax County residents, and the W&OD trail has been doing so for 
multiple decades.  The W&OD trail (https://www.novaparks.com/parks/washington-and-old-dominion-
railroad-regional-park) is “a paved trail between Shirlington and Purcellville, Virginia.  Users [can] run, 
bicycle or skate the 45-mile route along the former roadbed of the Washington & Old Dominion 
Railroad, which runs through the urban heartland and into the Virginia countryside.  Equestrians [can] 
ride the adjacent 32-mile gravel horse trail. The W&OD trail has multiple parking areas, enabling users to 
jump on and off the trail at various points.” 
 
EQAC would like to see the regional trail system for the I-66 Corridor Improvements project be designed 
in a manner similar to that for the W&OD trail, including making it useful to a wide variety of users, such 
as both novice and experienced trail users.  EQAC would like to see that users of the trail feel that their 
personal safety is not in jeopardy from motorized vehicles (for example, by including sufficient barriers 
between trail users and motor vehicles such as steel or concrete structures, and designing intersections 
between the trail and roads that provide for extensive visibility for both trail users and motorized 
vehicles).  Further, EQAC would like to see the functionality of the trail be maximized such that trail 
users could safely complete a trip that starts in, say, Centreville and connects through Merrifield and 
Falls Church to the W&OD and Custis Trails inside the Capital Beltway). At this time, there is insufficient 
information available to evaluate if there are any specific changes that would be needed to the I-66 trail 
to meet these goals.  EQAC would like the Fairfax County staff to work with VDOT staff to design this 
trail so that it meets these goals.   
 
EQAC members who use the trail alongside the Fairfax County Parkway have experienced numerous 
problems with that trail and would ask that the trail system for the I-66 Corridor Improvements project 
be designed more like the one for the W&OD trail and less like the one for the Fairfax County Parkway.  
The Fairfax County Parkway trail, while providing for good connectivity between Herndon, Reston, and 
Fair Lakes as far south as Fair Lakes Parkway, has several intersections that do not provide for extensive 
visibility for both trail users and motorized vehicles, such as those associated with the Dulles Toll Road, 
thereby resulting in increased dangers to trail users compared with what would be the case at better-
designed intersections.  Further, the Fairfax County Parkway trail does not provide for good connectivity 
between the part of the trail north of Fair Lakes Parkway to the parts south of I-66.  The county should 
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work with its partners to design the trail system for the I-66 Corridor Improvements project so that it is 
more like the one for the W&OD trail and less like the one for the Fairfax County Parkway. 
 
Background: 
 
At its June 8, 2016 meeting, EQAC was briefed by representatives from VDOT about a range of design 
and environmental issues.  One of those issues concerns VDOT’s support for multi-modal transportation 
opportunities, including the work related to building a new major regional trail system along I-66 that 
would be fully integrated with other trails in/near the county (e.g., the Custis Trail that connects Fairfax 
residents to Arlington County and locations in Washington, D.C.).   
 
According to VDOT’s website (http://outside.transform66.org/faqs/default.asp), the I-66 Corridor 
Improvements project is being performed by VDOT and the Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation (DRPT).  They are working on a project to transform 25 miles of I-66 into a multimodal 
facility that moves traffic and people more efficiently.  They note a “Preferred Alternative” that includes 
“bicycle and pedestrian trail and improvements”. 
 
The Fairfax Alliance for Better Bicycling (FABB) has provided additional information about the plans for 
this regional trail (http://www.fabb-bikes.org/i66.html).  According to FABB, VDOT's draft RFP includes 
the Technical Requirements and Comprehensive Agreement, which will set the terms of the I-66 
contract with the private-sector partner.   They note that “while the parallel trail and bridge facilities are 
discussed in the technical requirements, the comprehensive agreement currently does not mention the 
bicycle facilities. Please let VDOT know that you support the I-66 bicycle plan and urge them to fully 
include it in the comprehensive agreement.” 
 
FABB cites a letter from the Board of Supervisors (approved at the February 17, 2015 board meeting) 
that says (in part) “The County's Trail Plan and the recently adopted Bicycle Master Plan call for a Major 
Regional Trail along I-66 with a minimum width of eight feet. The I-66 Corridor Improvement Project 
may be the best opportunity in the foreseeable future to begin implementation of such a trail. 
Therefore, the County requests consideration be given to serving the immediate vicinity of the I-66 
mainline similar in concept and operations and interconnecting with the Custis Trail inside the Beltway.” 
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