
Fairfax Center 
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Working Group Meeting 
Monday, February 24, 2014 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
The meeting began with introductions of members. There are 12 members of the group: Tracey 
Barrett, Debbie Brown, Dan and Leigh Kennedy, Joe and Susan Martin, Tom McDonald, 
Bridget, Mertz, Dave Oppenheimer, Vince Picciano, Roni Robins and Terry Wanbaugh.  
 
Each member was invited to share some information about themselves and why they were 
interested in participating.  Attached is contact information for the members.  One member, 
Bridget Mertz, was unable to attend the first meeting.  Staff who will provide technical support 
for the group include Rosemary Ryan from Supervisor Cook’s office, Kimberly Rybold and Tom 
Merce from the Department of Planning and Zoning.  Also in attendance was Meghan Van Dam, 
the Branch Chief for this division of DPZ. 
 
Kim Rybold led a discussion on the process, which is part of the Fairfax Forward, a new method 
of updating the County’s Comprehensive Plan. She also discussed the role of the committee.  She 
stated that the group was an advisory body that would come together to formulate land use 
alternatives for Land Bays T, U and V as part of the Phase I review of the Comprehensive Plan 
for Fairfax Center. She indicated that the group would both propose and screen ideas for 
changes and updates to the Plan.  This is the first time that the Fairfax Center Plan has been 
comprehensively reviewed since 1982.  Kim described these land bays as primarily being a stable 
low density residential neighborhoods that served as the buffer between the suburban center 
and the Occoquan Watershed. She noted that there are pockets of commercial uses in the 
corridor, many of which are aging or have been zoned but never constructed.  
 
Kim provided the Work Group members with a document entitled Fairfax Center Area Study 
Phase I Community Outreach Report, Braddock District.  This document summarized previous 
outreach efforts, provided a map of the area to be studied and provided a matrix for all 
comments that had been received during and since the October 7 Kick-off Open House.  Kim 
summarized the comments received regarding lifestyle as including the following: 

• How we live, quality of life; 
• How things are connected (roadways, pedestrian and bicycles) 
• Access to services 
• Getting to work 
• What amenities exist or are planned for the community 

 
Terry Wanbaugh asked that the group be provided with the Plan Text for this area to be used as 
a reference in undertaking its work.  It was stated that the Reference would be Area III, Fairfax 
Center Area, pp. 109-115.  
 



Additional images were requested for the next working group meeting, including a map of the 
transition area and suburban center, subdivisions in Land Units T, U, and V, and the Approved 
Sewer Service Area boundary. It would also be helpful to have additional information about 
approved and pending rezonings in the corridor. 
 
It was also noted that impacts extend beyond land use recommendations and that it may be 
appropriate to look at Transportation Planning Studies. In particular, the group would like more 
information on the current I-66 Corridor Study. (Here is a link to that study:  
http://virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/i66_eis.asp   
 
Kim stated that she hoped it would be possible for staff to bring forward all recommendations 
and for staff to undertake its analysis during the spring of 2014.   
 
It was noted that it would be appropriate to look at VDOT and Board of Supervisors properties 
or properties that are otherwise publicly held for possible development as parks.   
 
Kim suggested that the group would have two more meetings before the summer.  The group 
settled on March 31 and April 28 for its next meetings.   
 
Officers: after a brief discussion, the group elected Dave Oppenheimer and Vince Picciano as co-
chairs and elected Tracy Barrett as Secretary.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Rosemary Ryan 
Acting Secretary 
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