“National Railway Bulletin,” Newsletter of the National

Railway Historical Society, from issue circa 1960-61.
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Figure 1: Ca. 1928-30 the Prison constructed a short line, The Lorton and Occoquan Railroad, be-
tween a station at Lorton on the Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad and the brickyard
along the Occoquan River (shown here). The line ran through both the Reformatory and Workhouse
complexes.
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Figure 2: A 1935 newspaper photograph of the “Model Prison Without a Wall.”
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Source: DC Archives.

Source: DC Archives.

Figure 4: A 1951 view of work being done on
the Reformatory planting beds.
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Source: Washington Daily News.

FRISON PLANE-SPOTTING  FOST—A prisoner <omna the
skies from Wall Tower 1 ai Lorton Feformatory, a link in ihe
Civll Defense Flane-Spoiting network, -—E-t%asml Fhotloa,

i.'.::u*if-::n:: ‘Prisoners Defend U. S.

As Yolunteer Plane Watchers

from among those prisoners wha
voluRteer, he sdded,
During World War II Larton

By Coit Hendley, Jr.
Two prlscners were D Ccofds

Reformatory. Mo guards were In jar plane spotting post. Capl.
sight. Latng sajd,
Cme of the men pleked up the| Five Penal Colonies gasist.
telephone and put & cell through| This prison post s among the
to Baltimore, The prison switch- | PeRRl camps, military Installa-
board gave the call pricrity, and | tons and highear drawbridges
within secends, the prisoner was| 18k have been brought into the
talking to his party, -| observer corps in Viginda, Mal.
wpdreraft Bash” Be said Andrew M., Pelersen, Alr Foros
. g lintspn officer with the ¥Vinginia
The prisoner then gave & de= | Syl Definse OFcé in Fiche
ripdon of & multl-motored | mond, said 12 miliary posts,
plane Aylng south over the re- | raur bridges and five penal colo-
fermatory &t & hilgh level. Hit|pies are in the program so far,
pariner recorded the informa-| At the Siate Penlientary at

| Elame
Larten s |2 hoped, will put s stop to this

mand of Wall Tower 1 8t Lorton | peformatory maintained a simie r [SPUEENNS.

them e Jogbook.

"This ks been golng on at Los-
ton since last Decemnber. Willlpdded sky-watching o  thelr
Tower 1 now i "Nector Julel|Awties. Swte prisop  farms &t
44 Red' mn the eivll defen Coschland, Hanover and South-
plane ipoiting network. ‘The call] hemplon !‘nﬂq- the Lorton prae-
to Baltbmene was one of dovend)pies snd let priseners man the
the prisoners make doily Lo the. posts

Ealtimore Filter Center.

Grt Commenda lions.

'Ma). Pretersen sald.
them a chapce to defend thelr

prizon stafl, 2aid the spotier PO | ormann =
has worked out well at the re-
formatory, Sin of the men as-
sipned W thils duty have received
coemmendations for thelr work.

The post is manned 24 hours &
day. Two prizoners nre on duty
at & Ume and stand eight-bour
shifte. Capt. Liing sald the duty

iz gssigned o mencwith good
b prisomnTecopds. Thes are selecied l

Richmond, prison pusrds hl\l!!

“The prisoners do's good job," i
“Ti giveag

Capi. James J. Laing, of ﬂu'mnm while confined [a mh
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|ICtirlzl D%pe Smuggllng

Tecenl reporis of dope smug-
rling inte the Women's Reform-
story st Locton. Va. have led io
tighter conirol over visilors, se-|
lcording o DHrector of Corrections
|Donald Clemmer.
~The policy that has been In
force for many yeers has In pen-
eral served It purpose, and i3
consistent with the splrit of mod-
ern penology.” Mr. Clemmer said.
“Eut, g view of the Increszing
number of narcotic oflenders mow
lodged Inm ihe _nfm-m-ll-ur:'_ 1
needed overhaulimg.™

Each Inmzle iz glven a form 1o
be fliled out, naming the visitors
ahe desires. If fraud is practiced
in glivimg the numes, "the Inmate
will be punished,

The vizita are permitted on the
d and fourth Bundays, be-
tween 8130 and 11:30 agm., bul

no visits will be permitted for in-
|m|t¢| serving bes2 than 30 days.
1"" person under 18 will be per-
miited o visit inmetes, and the
i‘rh:lu miay Bol exceed 30 minutes
Mot maore than 1wo PErsons Foay
wiglt an iomale al the jame Lime.

Vigitors must be clode Felatives
—mpiher, faither, legal husband,
e brother of ong slster. Mo
vigita will be permitied [rom
friends of common-law hudbards,

A recant investipation st the
reformuatory disclossd that some
of the inmatss wers recelving
nareatics from wislars, but off-
clals were wunable to place the
The pew Teguilstions, it

Figure 5: A 1953 newspaper article highlighting Lorton’s role in civil de-

fense.
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-‘*.ﬂ CAPTIYz AUDIENCE

/ Efln Wows ‘em ot Lorion

B L

Ella Fitzgerald sang bo 'i""“l!‘*"'*-mf it
a caplive audience yaster- .-*-rr

day and a’ very ;nmt audi- &
ence it was,

Mo one came h-tr, rlrﬂ noe
telt early. there were no ory-
ing babies and sveryons clap-

and clapped, - Thuey clap-
ped with rhyihm when Ella
was singing and with aban-
dan whan ghe was thea.

Mo one worried about jl'et
ting caught in a traflic janm
after the show,

SHLASH . -
- IF 4

Misz Fitrgerald was the S
complete ::E:::I:r'seh at the Fourth §
Annual Jazz Festival held st )
the ball park of the D, C "5
Houze of Cocrecfion at Lor-

A

Ehe waa resoundingiy
hecked up by such beight
lightz as— Oy Peler-

sonm apd Jtufl Semith -

They =il had a-ball in lhe "E:i}
ball park Lhe they wars o it
casionally interrupted by °
public  address system an-
nouncemenrs, suclh AR “SELSL =
Brown Report be the Taseds -0
Bowrd,™

ORDERLY

The 15808 prisocecs sab n ;:""
the most orderly rows Imagi- -
:l;'ln ﬂf-mn"tf ﬂ“,,ﬂ“d““ 3

gra stan FRARLY e
of those in the sun wore | j%;g;}
Arablane  styled  headdresses el ' -
mads af bluz prisen caps and s A .'m,.;.... ;Er pﬁwL
- Fi wsh hit in & spee w ol Ehe
WML' prison fowsely, ﬁ;u Wri:ﬂ:-n: Lorton, ¥a. it led to the stugs for
The Rev. Carl BEeelifellzr  her Tleat nomber by The Bev. Cacl Brelifeller, D38, who
(050, the Catholic Chaplain, wsresnfed the shaw.

{nearned Mabe the miccophing, e papsc foot. opened Mhe  Stulf Smith, a giome of

sald “[F's great to be here™ maline= with iz of low 3 man kb Bermuds shorts,
.ind got a l;l.'ﬂt laugh. rumbles o tAUnderous AP whs plays mn electele violin,
Fellx Crant. WAMAL an- . endad the zewsion on’ what

jnouncer, the master of cerer  FAVOHITES T was & :‘"Lﬂ"n:t e Snywmy
manzles, told his lisleners that Miss Fitzgeraid, who ob. YoU feok al it

j1|Em'| :J"I}E,,Eﬁ, o viously overstayed her sched: [ want you af,” he i

le bt not her welcome pop- i :

¢ Chartle Byrd, a guitacist ped off and on the 1“# and 280 uﬁmﬂfn‘ m; :l it

wha plays soft and sneaky E.-M:d out most of her old spacialtizs, o go Fght ous
- EH' a man walking on a bis. [avorites, and buy this pecord.

St Lohl

Figure 6: This 1959 newspaper article describes the successful concert performed by
Ella Fitzgerald at Lorton.
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Source: DC Archives

Figure 7: This photo was taken in 1967 of the 12th annual Jazz fest held at
Lorton. The gentleman in the middle is Duke Ellington.

Source: DC Archives.
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Figure 8: A 1969 view of the Reformatory shop buildings.
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Source: DC Archives.

Figure 9: A 1972 view of the Reformatory at ground level .looking towards R-67.

Source: DC Archives.

Figure 10: A 1972 view inside the maximum security complex from the new guard
tower.
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Source: DC Archives.

Figure 11: The Reformatory tower after an escape in 1974.
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 1: Buildings R-4 through R-9 (dormitories) from the central quad.

--------

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 2: Buildings R-9 through R-4 (dormitories) along the north access road.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 3: Building R-8 (Dormitory 12), east wall. This building forms a part of
the Reformatory Quadrangle. The foreground is an exercise yard (S-2).

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 4: Building R-2 (Gymnasiurﬁ) from the quad. This building was original-
ly built as a school and hospital facility. It edges the Reformatory Quadrangle.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Existing Conditions

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 5: Building R-3 (the Dental Facility/
Dorm 24), southwest corner. This building
was originally built as a combination audito-
rium and hospital.

-4 E e : e ]
Photo 6: Building R-55 (Tower 2) was built
in 1940. It is located northwest of the Refor-
matory Quadrangle.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.
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Photo 7: Building R-30 (Steam Heat Plant), south elevation. This structure was
built in 1932.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 8: Building R-20 (Dorm 19-OFACM Shop), built in 1920-23, from the
southeast. Note brick roads (RT-21) in the foreground and along the left side.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 9: Buildings R-28 (Laundry) and R-23 (Laundry Annex), built ca. 1930,
from the southwest.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 10: Building R-25 (Dorm 21) at center, built 1924-30, from the southeast.

Existing Conditions Representative Images



District of Columbia Workhouse and Reformatory September 2005
National Register Nomination

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 11: Building R-44 (Chapel), built in 1958-61, detail of west facade.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 12: Building R-44 (Chapel), west fagade.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 13: View of Penitentiary Quadrangle, northwest corner.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 14: Penitentiary west side arcade,
looking south from building P-3.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 15: Building P-10 (Tower 7) and gate,
south elevation. This tower was constructed
in 1940.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 16: Building P-4 (Cellblock 4), west elevation. This Building was con-
structed in 1935.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.
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Photo 17: View of Building P-3 (Cellblock 3), looking west.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 18: Building P-2 (Cellblock 2), west
entrance.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.
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Photo 19: Building W-15 (Assistant Director’s office), view of the northwest
corner with its truncated arcade extension.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 20: Building W-12 (Gymnasium), north gable elevation looking south-
east. The building, constructed in 1930, has a slate roof, a projecting gabled
entrance pavilion.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 21: Building W-13 (Educational Services Building), east gable end. This
Colonial Revival-style building was constructed in 1930.

s

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 22: Building W-01 (Dining and
Kitchen Building), entrance door detailing.
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 23: View from the northwest of W-23 (Farm equipment storage) and W-
22 (Barn), built in 1925, at the Workhouse. WO-04 (Notice board) is visible at
the right.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 24: LB-01 (Kiln building #1), northeast elevation.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 25: Strucfure LT-07, fhe beehive-style kiln Was built circa 191_5 as part of
the prison brickyard complex.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 26: Old entry gate (RT-04), including gateposts and gatehouse, looking
northwest.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

.

Photo 28: One of fhe colléction of culverts Wifh Brick héadWalls that exist
throughout the district. This type of culvert (LO-02) is found along the rail trace
to the brickyard.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.
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0 30: A brick and concrete ventilation shaft (PO-01) at the Penitentiary.

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 31: A lenticular-shaped brick-edged planter (RO-08) divides a brick
paved road (RT-21) north of building R-28 (laundry).

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 32: This brick planter (RO-09) is a feature of a remnant rose garden (S-
03) at the Reformatory.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 33: Reforméitory T0§ver 1 (R-54) stands beside the sbuthwestern gate into
the complex, which is surrounded by a chain-link fence (RO-07).

M=

Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.
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Photo 34: A painted wrought iron fence (RO-14) encloses the exercise yards
between the Reformatory’s south dormitories.

Existing Conditions Representative Images
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 35: Historic lightposts (WO- 01) with
more recent luminaires line the Workhouse
Entrance Drive.

Source: Greenhorne & O’Mara, 2000.
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Photo 36: Grave markers at Stoney Lonesome (S-12), the prison’s cemetery,
west of Ox Road.
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Source: John Milner Associates, Inc., 2005.

Photo 37: Open pasture land and perimeter fencing (DO-01, LO-07) character-
ize much of the center of the district.

Existing Conditions Representative Images



