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Franconia Governmental Center
December 2, 2010

Land Use & Intensity

Mixed-use, primarily commercial, as long as transportation works - 1/3 residential, 1/3 office, 1/3 retail
uses

More retail uses [than original APR nomination 09-IV-22MV] would be better, but only if the traffic
situation (access etc.) could be improved; having good retail close by and pedestrian accessible

Want grocery store

Want bagel store

Concern about volume of residential use; opposed to large volume of residential

Opposed to too much residential (traffic concerns)

Community has concerns with increase in scale and density

Opposed to high-rise development

Think town houses

Like idea of local community owners; neighborhood retail

Want decent, more retail and restaurants

Wal-Mart disappointing as inaccessible, too hard to cross Richmond Highway, limited grocery selection
Want “corner store” retail

Want restaurants and services nearby.

Need office component that could work

Could be professional office- dentist, accountant, travel agent, insurance agent (dentist office already
existing in study area)

Should create “place” with enough retail to be interesting

Relocate existing neighborhood-serving uses into new development

Opposed to past proposal for 300 residential units because of concern about height and volume of units
Want owner-occupied, not rentals - Preference towards ownership instead of rentals

Site Design

Parking

Good design of the project is important

3-4 story townhomes as buffer towards neighboring residential

4-5 story commercial uses towards Kings Highway

No dark alleys

Could have development overlooking stormwater management area

Want safe, pleasant experience.

Townhouses along edge of property to abut other residential areas, as buffer

Need to have easy parking for storefront retail uses- want good access



e On-street parking with a time limit would be good for retail and services (dry cleaners etc)

e May be able to share office parking with residential use

e Need to consider parking for church on Sundays as the existing church has no parking lot, and it is
difficult to get by when people park on both side of street on Sundays.

e Need to consider existing parking agreement between church and shopping center

e See if church can make a deal with Mount Eagle Elementary School to use their parking instead

Transportation/ Connectivity/ Circulation

e CBC as mixed-use town center that you can walk and bike to.

e Tree-lined sidewalks on both sides of street

e Would like to see walkable community

e Bicycle accessibility would be good

e Extension of Metro would be ideal

e Penn Daw planned for extension of transit/ Metrorail

e Huntington tunnels almost extend to study area

e Traffic and parking is an issue, especially with proximity of Metro

e Could be transit-oriented development to get people out of cars and not need cars

e Want pedestrian access and safety across Richmond Highway

e Pedestrian crossing should be installed at Kings Highway where there are currently none

e Existing cut-through traffic on local streets occurs because there is traffic on the main roads

e Consider straightening out Kings Highway between School Street and the apartments to the south;
creates more land east of Kings Highway

e Straighten out Kings Highway to cut into Penn Daw Plaza parcel and create square block where vacant
Rite Aid is located.

e School Street is a cut through to Telegraph Road

e Width of School Street is an issue, especially when cars are parked on the sides

e School Street should be widened whether commercial or residential is built along it

e There should not be any vehicular connection between Poag Street and Schaffer Drive

e Extend Shafer Drive cul-de-sac to edge of study area and vacate Poag Street all together to allow for
redevelopment in study area to determine roadway configuration

0 Pedestrian connection from Shaffer Drive to Kings Highway/ Richmond Highway remains.
0 Could make rear edge of redevelopment as parking for neighbors to access/ drive to
redevelopment from west. (no vehicular access, but pedestrian access into redevelopment)

Placemaking
e Could this area be highlighted as a gateway to the community?
e Want to see Richmond Highway as first-class environment
e Would be good to have an identifiable place / place name
e Streets should be tree-lined with sidewalks; good lighting
e Try to get retail facing both sides of Kings Highway for a more walkable environment



Amenities

Open Space/ Parks

Want central open space, courtyard for people to go to and gather.
0 Become a human draw
0 Provide recreation
Playgrounds are lacking the [existing] residential community
Concern about squatters in open spaces. There is issue currently with squatters in the rear of the
Shoppers due to limited visibility; cat feedings also a problem. - would need to design to avoid.
0 Issue of visibility might be address with townhomes in back facing stormwater area
Want activated parks with eyes out to provide safety

Stormwater Facility

Lighting

Water is a precious need, and want it to be accessible

Stormwater management area could be turned into recreational pond, since away from Richmond
Highway

The stormwater retention area might be reengineered into a nice water feature

Stormwater management area could be an amenity in rear of property

Could have perennial pond with trees and townhomes around it in rear and commercial to front near
highway

Avoid buffer or separation from commercial areas and neighborhood, if becomes safety concern
Ground-level retail and commercial above near highway

Richmond Highway frontage could be urban edge with retail and/or pull buildings back and add more
streetscape

Having safe, at-grade pedestrian crossings are extremely important

Want lighting to add safety



