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Here are vision statements that are necessary to make Reston a good 
place to live for current residents, new residents, and office workers. 
Some can be attained by using proffers and some are needed from 
Fairfax County.  These performance criteria are critical. 

 
 

1. Connectivity is critical.(principle 8) 
o One bus station at RTC near metro transit.   

 We aren’t encouraged to use metro public 
transportation if we can’t get to it by bus. 

 Need single location for bus layover and transfer 
between buses and trains. 

 Two bus stations are redundant in terms of layover. 
Layover makes most sense where crowds from trains 
transfer. 

 This is the city area of Reston.  Need a major terminal 
in this location. 

 Boston Properties could get much needed additional 
FAR if they dedicate a lower level to bus terminal.   

o Pedestrian bridges/crossings (sooner rather than later) in 
addition to the three major planned crossings of Soapstone, 
Town Center, South Lakes. 

 Pedestrian walkways over Dulles would add a whole 
new group of residents within walking distance of 
metro stations. 

 Reston Heights to Plaza America would make 
connectivity between South and North.  Pedestrians 
and Cyclists could go across Reston.  This would open 
up Plaza America shopping and even Lake Anne 
shopping to those pedestrians and cyclists.  This 
crossing is in the Wiehle Subcommittee Report. 

 A Reston Heights to Reston Pkwy. Path  This could be 
easily constructed from in back of the Sheraton down 
the hill to the existing light at the eastbound Toll Road 



ramp to Reston Pkwy.  The light could be adapted to 
allow pedestrians to cross and get to the Metro and 
RTC bypassing a mile long loop. 

2. Development should be phased with infrastructure.(principle 3) 
o Fairfax County needs to plan for new students and solve the 

overcrowding issue that comes even before the new 
students are added from TOD expansion. 

 The Fairfax County Public School system needs to 
work with the Fairfax County Park Authority to make 
Baron Cameron work for parks and a new school.  We 
need North Lakes High School.  

 South Lakes High School will be overcrowded by 
700 students in 2016.  Herndon High School will 
have 400 over capacity.  Sunrise Valley and 
Terraset Elementary schools are being greatly 
expanded and will add to SLHS congestion. 

 Underground parking 

 Shared fields 
 At the high school level overcrowding is most critical 

because joining activities makes for social groups.  
Overcrowded schools have to limit numbers of 
students in activities. 

o Parks need to be built in newly developing areas. 
o Pathways need to connect to newly developing areas. 

 This is of concern in South Town Center district which 
is isolated from other trails in Reston. 

 This will also encourage principle 8 which is 
connectivity. 

3. Adequate parking should not be an abandoned idea.  This relates 
to principle 4(The RTC and Metro areas will be livable urban 
places and neighborhoods outside will not be affected.) 

o Newly developed areas will be delineated by Reston Pkwy., 
Sunrise Valley, Sunset Hills, and Wiehle.  None of these 
streets has overflow parking capabilities. 

o The 1.3 spaces per unit request by developers is too low. 
 Residents have parties,  guests, and contractors. These 

all require more than 1.3 spaces. 
 Residents don’t want to have to play games with 

parking and be afraid to leave for fear of having no 
spaces upon return. 



 Living spaces should be good for many life phases.  
Twenty somethings grow older.  Initially cars may not 
seem important to young residents, but as their 
circumstances improve or their job locations change, 
they will find themselves needing more parking spaces. 

 This has already been demonstrated in the current 
residential areas of Reston.  We now notice 
considerable on street parking (and the key is where 
available). 

o Residents and visitors don’t want to live in or visit an area 
with tow trucks waiting to pounce. 

o Existing neighborhoods will be beset by overflow parking. 
4. Reston’s tree canopy will be maintained.(principle 2) 

o In the new areas we need to look beyond a crowded street 
and have treed areas. 

o The developments need to have a buffer zone near the 
streets.  One of the pleasures of walking/biking, driving 
down Sunrise Valley Drive is looking at tree arbors. 

5. Access to newly designed cultural, educational areas will be part 
of the design  (principle 8) 

o Reston needs these centers to be accessible.   
 Children’s museum like Richmond Children’s Museum 

(a commercial enterprise) 
 Dinner Theater like those in Montgomery County 
 Cultural center 
 Buildings designed to support a college environment. 

o South Town Center is off by itself and isolated from the town 
center.  Maybe proffers could be worked out so 
that these extras could be built on first two floors 
of office buildings.   

 Here and other areas around metro stations, office 
buildings tend to have an empty canyon effect after 
hours. 

 Parking is needed for museums. 
6. Town Center and Metro Station areas will be livable urban spaces.  

Village centers are important. (Principle 4) 
o Under the bucket concept, could encourage some more 

residential around town center and not just near metro. For 
example, can walk to metro from town center and from areas 
along Sunset Hills but can also walk to amenities. 



o If looking at where Metro walkway entrance is centered and 
not just where station platform is centered, the quarter mile and 
half mile radii move east and some locations on Sunset Hills road 
are closer than some areas in the quarter mile radius. 

o Dulles pedestrian crossings and pathways will bring some 
new developments closer to station. 

7. Reston will continue to offer a mix of life styles (principle 4) 
o Reston will cater to those aging in place. 

 Keep major stores like Home Depot, Target, Best Buy 
and Barnes and Noble in Reston. 

 Develop homes suitable for seniors(like regular condos 
and a new Fellowship House) near urban centers like 
RTC.  Seniors can then be near the library and food 
stores.  Don’t need to be near Metro. 

 Fellowship house isn’t adding people to its waiting list 
at the moment.  There is a great need. 

o Reston will cater to all ages/mixes including those starting 
out in their careers. 

 Make dwellings which can be adequate for many 
stages of life. 

 Keep major stores in Reston for busy people. 

 Have adequate parking for young singles sharing 
dwellings because they become young professionals 
wanting bike trails and cars and attending meetings 
at night and they become parents of young children 
taking children to baseball games. 

 


