Concepts and Principles for Changes to the Reston
Master Plan in and around the north part of the Town
Center

A. Following these three precepts based on the Goals of
Reston as stated by its developer, Robert E. Simon, at
the time of its initial founding:

1. The importance and dignity of each individual living.
working and/or visiting the Town Center shall be the
focal point for all planning.

2. That a wide range of cultural and recreational
facilities be made available to residents.

3. That beauty, structural and natural, is a necessity of
good life and should be fostered.

B. Applying these goals to the Town Center and
current issues.

1. Create and maintain urban parks in those areas for
urban gathering places for those living, working and
visiting the area. Specifically and immediately, complete
the necessary legal transactions to develop “Library Park”
on New Dominion Parkway including some inviting
structures for young children with parents, caregivers
and/or grandparents. All high density areas should have
multiple opportunities for appreciating the outdoors and its
beauty as well provide for activities. The Fairfax County



Park authority property on Fountain Drive is an existing
piece of park land that has not been developed for
reasonable use and is an existing asset that must be built
into any future development plans.

2. Expand the areas of provision of trees, flowers and
water effects throughout the expansion of the higher
density in areas other than the currently existing Town
Center Core area. This is not an “extra” but a necessity in
higher density areas. It also provides for a green effect to
offset some the added pollutants by intense development.

3. Emphasize safe pedestrian and bicycle circulation
throughout the town center which means cross walks and
light signals at many of them and sidewalks and/or
pathways wide enough for the handicap and the heavier use
of an urban area. Avoid traffic patterns that funnel
commuter traffic through residential areas.

4. Intelligent and creative design of hi-rise buildings
to avoid the canyon effect of blocking of light and views of
those living or working in surrounding areas. As part of
this design residential buildings will consider the need for
reasonable provisions for the privacy of the residents. The
value of the current existing as well as future constructed
buildings will be adversely affected by creating an
environment that eliminates views of the greater outdoors
for the residents.

5. Careful planning of the type of retail and other
commercial sites to meet the needs of local residents who



expect to have access to most of their commercial services
without the necessity of getting in a car. Further parking
and access needs at hi-rise buildings require daily access of
service personal for the servicing of the building and each
resident of a condo requires their own service personnel
which makes a significant demand for daily parking.
Move-in-move-out demands large space access to multi
unit buildings.

6. Maintain government services in the Town Center
Property, particularly the Library and our Supervisor’s
office as well as Human Services and the Police Facilities.
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