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Summary of Community Prioritization Activity at January 26, 2010 Community Meeting: 
 

 Purpose of activity ‐ Identify and prioritize planning principles as identified and articulated by 

various Reston community organizations and citizens.   

 Proposed principles documents referred to as “platforms” (see Table 1).   

 Four platforms presented along with additional principles identified during public comment 

period of community meeting.   

 Approximately 100 to 110 community members present at the community meeting during 

which this survey exercise was conducted. Of those in attendance approximately seventy 

participated in the survey. Exactly 624 votes were cast.  

  Table 1. Summary of Principles Exercise Voting 

  Platform Votes
Reston 2020 211
Strawman Principles 173
ARCH Proposed Principles 120
Rando-Kaplan Proposed Principles 85
Additional Principles 35
Total Votes Cast 624

 

 

 

 

 

 Circular “dot” stickers used to capture individual community member’s preferences.  

 Each community member in attendance controlled 9 votes (each vote was represented by a 

single sticker) to identify which principle was meaningful to her/him.  

 Planning Staff grouped similar principles into fourteen central themes for further analysis (see 

Table 2). 

 Of four platforms and group of principles derived during public comment, principles presented 

by:  

o Reston 2020 received 33 percent of total votes.   

o Planning Staff’s “Strawman” received 28 percent of total votes.  
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o Alliance of Reston Clusters and Homeowners (ARCH) received 19 percent of total 

votes.  
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o Citizens’ Reston Master Plan Group (also referred to as Rando‐Kaplan) received 14 

percent of total votes.  

o Additional group of principles 

derived from the public comment 

period received 9 percent of total 

votes. 

 Fourteen categories derived by grouping 

similar principles range from issues of 

design to education.  Complete list can 

be viewed in Table 2.  

 Citizens present at community meeting 

tended to identify presence of open space 

and natural areas as having the highest 

priority of all principles presented during the 

exercise. 

Table 2. General Categories of Principles 

General Category Votes
Amenities/Green Space 96
Transportation Access 91
Location of Development 91
Housing Diversity 69
Phases of Development 67
Design of Development 54
Development Use 39
Planning Process 31
Planning Process/Design of 
Developmenmt 26
Taxes 23
Development Intensity 18
Environment 10
Community Involvement 5
Education 4

 Transportation connectivity and ease of 

mobility, along with the concentration of 

development in Town Center, Lake Anne, 

and the RCIG, were also highly valued.  

 The categories receiving the least number of 

votes were principles pertaining to 

education, community involvement, and 

environmental sensitivity. 

 The top three principles within the major categories are highlighted in Table 3. 
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Table 3 Top Principles for Each Category 

Platform # Description Votes

Reston 2020 9 Natural areas in Reston must not be developed, and should be 
extended to the extent possible 25

Rando-Kaplan 3a
1/3 open space (currently 50% under RCIG covenants) with 20% 
as soil bedded in the earth with native vegetation. Parkland will be 
provided for residents on site by developer 17

Reston 2020 8 At least 25% of all future developed and re-developed land must 
be reserved for open space 15

Platform # Description Votes
Strawman Principles 3 Wide range of mobility options 35
Strawman Principles 5 Transportation connectivity through Reston 25
Strawman Principles 4 Trasportation network that supports planned uses 18

Platform # Description Votes
Reston 2020 4 Concentrate development in RCIG, Town Center, Lake Anne 29
ARCH Proposed Principles 3b Concentrate development in RCIG, Town Center, Lake Anne 27
Strawman Principles 1 Protect and enhance existing neigbhorhoods 20

Platform # Description Votes
Strawman Principles 6 Housing diversity, types and prices 19

Reston 2020 7
Accommodate people of all ages, physical abilities, economic 
circumstances, and families of all sizes and at all stages of family 
life 19

Reston 2020 6 Residential neighborhoods of all types, serving all income levels, 
must be protected 16

Platform # Description Votes

Reston 2020 3

Expansion and/or modification of all modes of transportation and 
infrastructure must be planned and funded in concert with 
approved development projects, and must be completed 
concurrently with that development 37

ARCH Proposed Principles 2 Necessary improvements be put in place before or concurrently 
with redevelopment 16

Rando-Kaplan Proposed Principles 14
All transportation infrastructure must be adequate and in place 
before additional development commences 14

Platform # Description Votes
Strawman Principles 7 Build upon natural and structural beauty 36
ARCH Proposed Principles 5 Innovative architectural design for metro stations 13
Rando-Kaplan Proposed Principles 2 World class design 5

Platform # Description Votes

Strawman Principles 2

Development pattern which provides residential, commercial, 
recreational and other entertainment uses in proximity to each 
other to maintain Reston as a community in which to live, work 
and play 20

Reston 2020 5 Reston Urban Core (RUC) must be developed into an integrated, 
dynamic and vibrant urban center 19
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