
 

 

 

 

 

RESTON MASTER PLAN SPECIAL STUDY 

                                                                                                                                                                Planning for Reston’s Future 

The purpose of this Special Study is to 
evaluate how Reston should evolve to 
accommodate future growth in a      
sustainable way. It is  also considering 
how to channel growth to preserve the 
community’s distinctive identity as a 
place to Live, Work and Play. Phase 2 
will focus on the residential areas in 
Reston, the Village Centers and several 
other small commercial areas.   

Phase 2 to Focus on Reston’s Neighborhoods and Village Centers 

 What is the Objective of Phase 2? -  Amend the Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan to provide 
more specific guidance for preserving Reston’s neighborhoods and add guidance about future  
development of the Village Centers.  

 Proposed Plan recommendations will be evaluated in light of adopted Vision and Planning Princi-
ples (see reverse).  

 Discussion will also encompass what the future should be for the convenience centers (e.g. Sun-
rise Valley Convenience Center at the corner of Soapstone Dr. and Sunrise Valley Dr.) and the 
commercial area north of Baron Cameron Drive near the Town Center (Home Depot, Trader Joe’s).    

Up-to-date project information can be found online at:  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/ 
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TASK FORCE ADOPTED VISION & PLANNING PRINCIPLES 

Vision  

Reston will be a complete community designed for the 21st century. An increasingly diverse residential population 
will have broad choices in jobs, housing, and lifestyles. To achieve this vision:  

 Planning will take full advantage of Metrorail’s Silver Line Extension. Metrorail will connect to the Washington 
D.C. Metropolitan Region and Washington Dulles International Airport and will be complemented by improved 
station area connectivity, a strong local and regional bus network, complete streets that serve pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and transit users, and a network of trails.  

 The community’s greatest densities will be at the Town Center, three Metro station areas, and village centers. 
A broad mix of regional retail and other attractions will be part of an enhanced urban center at the Town Cen-
ter and strong local retail and a variety of amenities will characterize the other Metro station areas and village 
centers. The station areas will have an appropriate balance of residential uses and employment opportunities.  

 A full range of housing choices will be provided for households of all incomes and needs.  

 Employment opportunities will build upon the existing mix of international and national corporations, profes-
sional associations, centers for advanced technology, research and development companies, and local ser-
vices.  

 A strong institutional component will include a major hospital center, a regional government center, a new 21st 
Century regional public library, a major fine and performing arts center, other civic and cultural uses, and pub-
lic and private educational institutions of higher learning.  

 Planning will emphasize protection of natural areas and the environment and development of an array of cul-
tural, educational, and recreational opportunities.  

Summary of Planning Principles  

Planning will consider Reston as a comprehensive unit. Development projects will be evaluated based on their abil-
ity to meet the planning principles and the particular character of each area, as well as their specific impacts on 
the surrounding neighborhoods. The following principles will guide development of Reston as a complete communi-
ty for the 21st century.  

1. Excellence in planning, urban design, and architecture will be community hallmarks. 

2. Planning will provide for environmental sustainability and green technology. 

3. Development will be phased with infrastructure. 

4. Reston will continue to offer a mix of urban and suburban life styles. 

5. The rail corridor will be transformed. 

6. Reston will become a more vibrant employment center.  

7. Housing will be provided for all ages and incomes. 

8. Connectivity and mobility will be strengthened. 

9. High quality public open space will be required. 

10. Public participation in planning and zoning will continue to be the community’s foundation. 

Complete text of Planning Principles can be viewed online at:                                                                                                                       
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/vision_principles/vision_planning_princ_03_15_2011.pdf 
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