
Reston Area Parks and 
Facilities
Reston Association
Reston Community Center
Fairfax County Park Authority



Parks and Recreation in Reston
Physical Park System Elements

Parkland
Outdoor Facilities
Indoor Facilities
Trails
Natural Resources
Cultural Resources



Park Activity Elements
Nature Enjoyment
Social Activities
Sports
Play and Recreate
Programs
Events
Arts
Interpretation
Education



Parks and Recreation in Reston
o Providers

o Reston Association – membership dues
o Reston Community Center – special tax district
o Fairfax County Park Authority – County general fund
o Southgate Community Center – County general fund
o Others
HOA/Clusters, FCPS, YMCA, NVRPA (W & OD), 

Commercial providers



Reston Association
Consistent with 
1964 Master Plan
1,350 a. parkland
Many outdoor 
facilities
Env. resources
Population 
served 60K+



Reston Association
Core P&R Services

Providing facilities and maintenance
Aquatics
Tennis
Environmental education and resource 
management
Camps
Special events related to above



Reston Association
Meeting future needs

Increasing population – some members, some not
Aging and diversifying population
Maintaining value of facilities, programs and services

Opportunities and challenges
Potential conversion of existing facilities
Large number of outdoor facilities and capacity
Limited funding for new facilities
Maintain pedestrian connections to dispersed facilities



Reston Association
Identified capital needs

Year round tennis facility
Additional year round aquatics facility
Light ball fields to increase capacity
Additional multi-purpose courts and fields
Reston on Foot – pedestrian and bicycling 
improvements

Missing links
IPAR funding



Serves entire Reston 
geography

Reston Master Plan and RCIG

Facilities/Programs
RCC Hunters Woods

CenterStage
Terry L. Smith Aquatics Center
Community Room, Kitchen, 
Woodshop, Photo Lab, and 
Meeting Rooms 

Reston Community Center



Reston Community Center
Facilities and Programs (con’t.)

RCC Lake Anne
Jo Ann Rose Gallery
Ceramics Studio
Art Classroom
Fitness/Dance Room
Meeting Rooms



Reston Community Center
Facilities and Programs (con’t.)

Programs:  Cultural, Recreational, Leisure-time 
pursuits on and off RCC premises
Serve all age cohorts: Youth, Teen, Adult, Senior, 
Families (of all types)
Serve all sectors of the community
Serve both residential and commercial 
communities (employees)



Reston Community Center
Meeting Future Needs

Existing demand outstrips physical 
resources
Upgrading current facilities
Relationship of residential/commercial tax 
bases
Moving patrons to and from programs



Reston Community Center
Challenges

Limited land acquisition potential
Appropriateness of master plan language
Comp Plan alignment
Financing 



Reston Community Center
Opportunities

Increasing tax base resources
Partnerships with County and Reston 
Association
Partnerships with other Reston non-profits 
Proffer opportunities



Fairfax County Park Authority
36 parks ranging 
in size from .5 
acres to 900+ 
acres
3, 500 acres 
24 playgrounds
44 athletic fields
13 courts
Garden plots
Lakefront Park
Water Park
Farm Park



Local Parks

South Lakes
Reston North
Stratton Woods



District Parks
Baron 
Cameron
Lake Fairfax
Fred 
Crabtree



Resource Based Parks
Colvin Run
Frying Pan
Stream Valley 
Parks

Colvin Run
Difficult Run
Horsepen Run



Needs
Major Needs

Open Play Areas
Athletic fields (particularly 
rectangle)
Courts
Playgrounds
Skate Park

Emerging Needs
Cricket Fields
Pickleball
Large Event Space
Family Gathering Areas



School Facilities
27 fields
22 playgrounds



Trails Connect Multiple Providers



Combined Park System



Possible Strategies to Address Growth
•Form partnerships among providers and user groups
•Repurpose existing land and facilities to address changing 
needs – be creative
•Add capacity to existing facilities using new technologies
•Insure development offsets impacts through proffered 
funding, parkland and facilities.
•Insure development integrates public urban spaces/parks 
that are appropriately designed in the urban context.
•Insure sustainability



Urban parks are generally 
integrated into mixed use 
developments or major 
employment centers in areas of 
the County that are planned or 
developed at an urban scale.

… Urban parks can be 
administered by private land 
owners, public agencies, 
associations or through joint 
public and private sector 
agreements for public benefit. 



When a more urban-scale 
development is proposed, urban 
park features such as plazas, 
gathering places, program areas, 
interactive play features, special 
landscaping and street furniture 
are appropriate to be integrated 
into the site and to surrounding 
areas.



Be publicly accessible
Pedestrian-oriented 
Provide visual enhancement and 
a sense of identity
Provide opportunities for social 
interaction and recreation
Allow enjoyment of outdoor 
open space
Support performing and visual 
arts.

Urban Parks should…



1.5 acres per 1,000 residents
AND

1 acre per 10,000 employees

Urban Park Standards



Ballston, Arlington, VA

Paley Park, New York, NY

Typology - Pocket Park



Typology - Central Green

Clarendon, Arlington, VA

Merrifield Park



Typology - Civic Plaza

Fairfax Corner

Reston Town Center



Typology - Recreation focused park

Columbus Park,
New York, NY

Hecksher Playground, New York, NY



Supporting Park Needs through the Planning 
Process

Comprehensive Plan
Reston Master Plan established a park vision and values 
and designated park areas up front
Policy Plan - The Parks and Recreation Policy Plan 
establishes park classification system, endorses parkland 
and facility service level standards and provides policies 
and objectives for parks
Area Plans - Park specific recommendations/conditions 
support park creation and facility provisions in specific 
sites



Supporting Park Needs through the Zoning 
Process

In Reston, PRC zoning approvals are in place 
and development proposals are evaluated in 
relation to the approved zoning
In a conventional rezoning, approval is being 
sought and applicants must demonstrate that 
they conform to the Comprehensive Plan.



Supporting Park Needs through the Zoning 
Process

Rezoning applications are reviewed through the 
Department of Planning and Zoning
Using the Comprehensive Plan as a guide, FCPA 
reviews the application to identify impacts to park 
resources.  Impacts may include: 

Reduced service levels
Natural resources impacts
Cultural resources impacts
Other land associated impacts
Need for trails and trail connections



Tysons Park Network Model



Tysons Model
Development must provide urban parks in 
accordance with urban park standard
16-20 athletic fields 
4.5M s.f. = need for one athletic field
Address through athletic field provided onsite, 
within district or within service area.
Last alternative is equivalent cash 
contribution



Creative approaches for recreation
Synthetic turf and lighting to extend capacity
Longer scheduling hours
Rooftop facilities
Commercial space dedicated to indoor 
facilities
Collocate public facilities
Collocate facilities with stormwater 
management facilities



Arrowbrook Center Model



Conduct 
Site

Analysis

Public Information 
Meeting 

30 day Public 
Comment Period

Park Authority 
Board
Review

Refine Draft 
Master Plan

Park Authority 
Board 

Decision

Prepare Draft 
Master Plan 

and GDP/CDP

Public Comment Meeting 

FCPA Park Master Plan Process
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