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Good morning Ms. Nicoson and members of the Steering Committee. 

In the brief time allotted since the latest version of the Reston Vision and Planning Principles statement 

has been made available to us—less than two days—we have reviewed it as thoroughly as we could.  In 

our view, the draft statement is workable with the changes we propose in the edited version we are 

providing you today.  Given the short time offered for this review, we reserve the right to make 

additional comments on the draft statement and your deliberations today at next week’s meeting.   

While the edited document speaks for itself, let me highlight the types of changes we are proposing: 

 Most generally, we have included more specificity about the principles without establishing 

quantitative standards since, without specificity, the document provides no guidance.  The 

vision and principles should be clear and unambiguous.   

 We call for residential and non-residential balance in the TOD areas without specifying what 

that balance should be, a vital point of TOD development not mentioned anywhere in this draft. 

 We propose stronger language to protect Reston’s environment, including its natural areas, 

open spaces, and so on, including protection from the processes and consequences of 

development.   

 We highlight the importance of north-south connectivity in preventing congestion growth.   

 We insist on unqualified language that protects all residential neighborhoods from 

encroachment or redevelopment.    

 We highlight the vital importance of open space to Restonians, and call for the preservation of 

existing open space and the establishment of new open space areas. 

 We insist that areas being developed or re-developed not inflict infrastructure or other burdens 

on the remainder of Reston.  We do not improve our community by moving problems from one 

place to another.   

 We believe that a complete Reston community will include more substantial cultural and civic 

facilities than the current draft identifies.   

We believe these qualitative changes are essential to the draft Vision and Planning Principles document 

to assure that Reston becomes a better planned community in the 21st Century, not one that is merely 

more dense and less livable.   

That said, we are dismayed that the Steering Committee’s direction last week to have the County staff 

prepare a new draft statement was not followed.  Instead, we have a draft statement prepared by Patty 

and Robert.  The manner in which this matter was handled raises anew our concerns about the way the 

Steering Committee is operating.  We expect the Committee to explain to the Task Force why events 

have unfolded as they have.   



 
 

We have found that the staff, when given the opportunity, has provided information and judgments that 

balance the interests of the many diverse stakeholders in the Reston plan.  Indeed, it is quite possible 

we have overlooked something important in our necessarily hasty review of this draft statement.  We 

still look to the DPZ staff to provide a draft Vision and Planning Principles statement it believes captures 

today’s draft, public inputs including ours, the discussions of this Committee, the Vision Committee’s 

report, and the Task Force’s contributions.   

I will forward a copy of this statement and our edited draft to DPZ for posting on the County website.  In 
the meantime, I would glad to take any questions you may have. 
 
 
Terry Maynard, Co-Chair 
Reston 2020 Committee 
Reston Citizens Association 
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