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7:09 – Administrative Items 

 Task Force Chair Patty Nicoson updated the Task Force on efforts to develop a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Fairfax and Loudoun to fund the parking garages for 
Phase II of the Metrorail project, for Fairfax County to fund the Route 28 Metro Station, 
and to secure TIFIA financing to reduce interest rates for the project, which would 
reduce toll rates on the Dulles Toll Road. 

 The Town of Herndon will be holding a public hearing on the Town’s Metrorail Station 
Area Plan next Tuesday, November 8th, at 7 pm. 

 George Mason University conference entitled “Housing the Region’s Future Workforce” 
focused on the need for additional workforce housing over the next 20 years. Patty 
Nicoson said the major takeaway from the conference is that local governments in 
Northern Virginia must make housing a priority because new jobs and workers are 
coming to the region.  Report available here: 
http://66.147.244.232/~lifeats1/cra/pdfs/studies_reports_presentations/Housing__the_Regions_Workforce_
Oct_2011.pdf 

7:20 – Public Comment 

 A member of the audience suggested that the Metrorail station designers consider 
having the escalators turn off when not in use.  He suggested that a motion sensor be 
used to maintain proper functioning through the years.  

7:25 – Heidi Merkel, Department of Planning and Zoning, Steering Subcommittee Work & 
Second Scenario, presentation available here: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/presentations/11-01-2011_pres_resid-intensive_allocation.pdf  

 Presentation provided an overview of the Steering subcommittee’s work to synthesize 
the recommendations made by the other Task Force subcommittees in order to provide 
a scenario for impact analysis.    

 The Steering subcommittee and County Staff created a 2030 development scenario that 
attempts to preserve the recommendations of the station area subcommittees while 
providing a scenario that can be modeled on the 2030 time horizon.   



 

 

 The Steering subcommittee agreed that County Staff should use the Vision 
subcommittee’s recommendations as a starting point for drafting Comprehensive Plan 
recommendations for consideration by the full Task Force.  

 The Steering subcommittee and County Staff have been discussing a second 
development scenario that is residentially intensive.  This scenario is to understand the 
implications of having substantially more new residential development while maintaining 
the same level of non-residential development.   

 The residentially-intensive scenario is more of an academic exercise because it includes 
far more residential development than GMU predicts and would result in extremely tall 
buildings to accommodate all of the units.  The purpose of this scenario is to show the 
transportation effects of development with a higher proportion of residential.  Only the 
transportation impacts will be evaluated.   

 The details of the residentially-intensive scenario have been corrected from the original 
handout.  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/presentations/11-01-2011_tf_handout.pdf 

Questions 

 Several Task Force members asked why the second density scenario keeps the amount 
of non-residential constant and increases the residential, rather than reducing the 
amount of non-residential to improve the jobs to households balance or using the GMU 
2030 Intermediate forecasts.  

 Heidi Merkel explained that the GMU forecasts generally have been more accurate for 
non-residential and have underestimated residential development, so it makes sense to 
keep the non-residential constant and increase the amount of residential to improve the 
land use balance.  The idea is to capture the full office demand while requiring a 
reasonable residential balance to incentivize property owners to bring forward mixed-use 
projects.  She noted that there will be a lot of jobs in the Reston corridor that serve areas 
beyond just Reston. 

Final Discussion 

 Several Task Force members suggested that there be a third development scenario to 
have the same overall density as the first scenario, but with adjusted land use ratios. 
The Task Force members also discussed the potential sources and attractions of 
commuting trips and the effect of the location of housing on the transportation network.  

 The Task Force unanimously voted to submit the residentially-intensive development 
scenario to Fairfax County Transportation for analysis.  

 County Staff has begun drafting Comprehensive Plan text based on the Vision 
Subcommittee report, and plans to bring area-wide recommendations to the Task Force 
in December.   



 

 

 County Staff will draft the sub-unit recommendations, which will include specific FARs 
and land use ratios, after the transportation impact analysis is complete.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:13 by Patty Nicoson 
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