
 

Last Revised: 5/3/2011 
10:25:33 AM 

1

RESTON MASTER PLAN SPECIAL STUDY  
TASK FORCE  

November 30, 2010 
 

Task Force Meeting  
Lake Anne Community Center 
 
Meeting Summary  
 
 
 
7:07 p.m.  Public Comment Period 
 

 Dick Stillson suggested the creation of an implementation sub-committee. The composition of an 
implementation sub committee should consist of residents, developers, and business interests. 

 Terry Maynard of Reston 2020 summarized comments provided to the Herndon-Monroe sub-
committee in which Reston 2020 congratulated Herndon-Monroe subcommittee for articulating 
efforts to reduce parking, mitigate possible negative externalities of TOD upon Polo Fields 
community, but also indicated dissatisfaction with committee’s lack of detail regarding potential 
development mix, density, vision, and Herndon’s impact on the TOD within Fairfax. 

 Terry Maynard of Reston 2020 announced the creation and distribution of an alternative vision for 
the Reston Town Center. (Reston 2020 is scheduled to present its alternative vision at the 
December 7th, 2010 Task Force meeting.) 

 
7:16 p.m.  Administrative Items - Patty Nicoson, Chair  

 Patty Nicoson brought to the Task Force the option of revisiting a prior Task Force discussion of 
suggesting Metro station names. She indicated that the Task Force will send a letter to the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors with recommendations for the names of each Metro station.  The Task 
Force voted to recommend changing Wiehle Avenue to Reston East, Reston Parkway to Reston 
Town Center, and Herndon-Monroe to Reston West/Herndon.   

 Patty Nicoson updated the Task Force on the 21st Century Main Street Seminar and an overview of 
the specific sub-committee reports and traffic analysis done to date. 

 Patty Nicoson noted that the Dulles Corridor Advisory Group held a meeting with the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova, Fairfax Fairfax County Executive Tony Griffin, 
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors Chairman Scott York, Loudoun County Administrator Tim 
Hemstreet, and Virginia Secretary of Transportation Sean Connaughton.  This meeting was the 
advisory group’s second and the purpose of the meetings was to establish greater coordination with 
MWAA.  

 
 
7:36 p.m. Presentation of Funding Reston Infrastructure Improvements by Fairfax County Office of 
Commercial Revitalization and Reinvestment. 
 
This presentation is available here:  
 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/presentations/ocrr_reston_funding_11-30-10.pdf 
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 Barbara Byron of the Fairfax County Office of Commercial Revitalization and Reinvestment 
presented an overview of options to fund infrastructure improvements in Reston. Her presentation 
cited examples of infrastructure improvements planned or under consideration for Tysons Corner. 

 She noted that although the Tysons planning effort is ahead of the current Reston planning study, 
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors did not adopt many implementation components in the 
Tysons Corner plan.  Stakeholders are still working on the answers for implementation in Tysons 
Corner.  

 She said it’s important to determine the total existing transportation network (car, bus, shuttles, 
bikes, walking, Metro, etc.) and the land use mix and densities to go with the transportation network.  
The next step is to determine infrastructure needs to support the total development and then to 
allocate the costs between the public and private sectors. 

 Barbara Byron explained numerous implementation mechanisms in use or being considered for 
Tysons Corner. The full detail can be read in the presentation. 

 Highlights from questions and concerns from the Task Force are as follows: 

o Task Force member Judith Pew said there are Dulles Toll Road crossings that need to be 
done along with preliminary engineering for the Dulles Metrorail project. 

o Task Force member Dick Kennedy asked about the County’s backing of TIFs and 
understood Barbara Byron to say the County will not fully support TIFs for bond rating 
purposes. 

o Task Force member John Carter said in Montgomery County some areas were planned 
based on the availability of funding for infrastructure improvements and some areas were not 
planned with this limitation in mind.  He asked in which of these categories is the Reston 
planning study.  

 
8:40 Discussion of Fairfax County Staff’s Draft Scenerio 

 Heidi Merkel of the Fairfax County Department of Planning & Zoning noted that the three station-
specific sub-committees have presented their visions to the full Task Force and the Vision Sub-
Committee has been working on creating an integrated vision in keeping with the draft Reston 
Planning Principles.   

 The Task Force to take a formal position on the Planning Principles to frame the rest of the 
discussion.  A copy of Heidi Merkel’s presentation is available at this link:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/presentations/staff_scenario_update_tu_11-30-
10.pdf. 

 Heidi Merkel reiterated that the draft County Staff development scenario presented at the November 
9th Task Force meeting was not a formal position by County Staff and should not be treated as 
such.  Much information needs to be analyzed and the purpose of presenting the County Staff 
scenario was to ensure that all Task Force members have a common understanding of the goal the 
Task Force should be working toward and what County Staff meant by creating development 
scenarios.  

 Benefit of putting forth a County Staff scenario is for everyone to get a sense of the scale of the 
Comprehensive Plan changes since there has not been an aggregate assessment of the station-
specific sub-committee recommendations to date. 

 Heidi Merkel discussed two handouts, which are available at the following links: 

o http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/task_force_documents/reston-
herndon_suburban_center_draft_scenario.pdf 
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o http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/task_force_documents/individual_transit_sta
tion_areas_draft_scenario.pdf 

 The handouts show the quantification of the County Staff scenario for the Reston-Herndon 
Suburban Center and for the three individual Metro stations.  The charts show the existing 
development, current zoning approvals, the development recommended in the current 
Comprehensive Plan, County Staff’s scenario, and the GMU forecasts for 2030, 2040, and 2050.  
Heidi Merkel emphasized that the charts are intended to illustrate the quantification of Staff’s 
scenario in comparison to the other data shown in the chart. 

 Heidi Merkel explained the assumptions County Staff used in creating their development scenario.  

o Property owners of areas closest to the Metro stations the will utilize any additional 
development potential that becomes available, assumed to have 100% redevelopment at the 
Staff’s FAR recommendation. 

o Recognizing some properties may not redevelop to their full Comprehensive Plan potential, 
Staff assumed 50% utilization of the additional development potential in the Staff 
recommendation. 

o 1:1 residential to non-residential square footage ratio for Reston Town Center in keeping with 
the Reston Town Center model and the Town Center Sub-Committee recommendation 

o Staff’s FAR recommendations were in keeping station-specific sub-committee 
recommendations and the submitted Area Plan Review nominations. 

 
9:24 Last remarks by Heidi Merkel 

 Next Task Force meeting will be Tuesday, December 7th, at 7 pm, at the Reston Community Center 
at Lake Anne.  The meeting will involve a presentation and Q&A on Reston 2020 Town Center 
Alternative and a recap of Sub-Committees' Visions for Station Areas. 

 
9:28 p.m.  Adjourn   
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